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Getting What We Want for North Four Corners Park

By Carole A. Barth

In September, Park and
Planning released a revised set
of options for North Four Cor-
ners Park. They have asked
for public input by October
12th and plan to go back to
the Planning Board in late No-
vember. The next opportunity
for comment would be at the
Planning Board meeting, but it
is extremely unlikely that
MNCPPC will change its deci-
sion. In other words, we need
to strongly voice our concerns
to the County Council (county.
council@montgomerycounty
md.gov) and the County Ex-
ecutive (ocemail @
montgomerycountymd.gov).

If you have not received a
copy of the options, they are
on the Parks website at www.
me-mnceppc.org/silverspring
/public_projects/four
corners_park.shtm.

The revised options are
substantially different from
what was presented at Park
and Planning’s June meeting.
For example, there is a new
alternative (Alternative 4)
that contains no fields at all
and which would reclassify
the park from a neighbor-
hood park to a local park.
(Local parks supposedly serve
more than one neighborhood
but these designations are ac-
tually completely arbitrary.)

This new alternative goes far-
ther than the one we pre-
sented four years ago. (Our
plan kept the existing youth-
only practice field at its cur-
rent size with the goals
removed.) As a Civic Asso-
ciation, we have not formally
considered a no-field option.

Of course, we need not
limit our choice to the alter-
natives as currently packaged
by MNCPPC staff. We could,
for example, say we’d like to
keep the existing field as it is,
have a “passive” park on the
new parcel, and change the
designation to local park. I
think, however, what’s most
important is to advocate for
what we want and clearly
state what we don’t want.

For four years we have
said:

= We want minimal im-
provements on the new parcel
to provide a family-friendly
park which preserves the es-
sential attractive character of
the site.

= We want to keep the roll-
ing hills and the 175-year-old
walnut tree.

m We want to keep the large
oak trees near the existing
parking lot.

m We want to keep the rec
center.

m We do not want a large
soccer field anywhere in the

park.
m We do not want adult
teams and/or large groups
(continued on page 3)

Next Meeting
on10/10/07

The next meeting of the
Northwood-Four Corners
Civic Association will be held
on Wednesday, 10 October
2007 at 7:30 p.m. at the
North Four Corners Rec Cen-
ter. The Rec Center is located
at the end of Southwood Rd.,
just off Edgewood Dr. First
item on the agenda will be
election of new officers.

All residents of the North-
wood-Four Corners-Forest
Knolls area are invited to at-
tend and express their views.
Please note that only paid
members of the NFCCA are
eligible to vote. (Annual dues
are $10 per household and
may be paid at the meeting.)®
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1 PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

It’s hard to believe that
Fall has rolled around again.
(Of course the 80 degree
temperature as I write may
have something to do with
my disbelief.) As a child, I
always thought Fall was the
best time to head outside for
a good long ramble gathering
flowers from the meadow
and hickory nuts from the
woods. I worry that fewer
and fewer of today’s children
know this pleasure. In fact,
children today spend an aver-
age of six hours a day with
the computer and TV but less
than four minutes a day in
outside unstructured play.

As we continue the fight
for North Four Corners Park
(see article, page 1), it boggles
me that the park planners put
almost no value on such un-
structured play. To them, a
park is either devoted to orga-
nized sports (so-called “active
recreation”) or it is not being
adequately used. They deni-
grate most nature-based pur-
suits as “passive recreation.”

Is it passive to play pirate
ship on a big rock? To catch
and release fireflies, tadpoles,
or crayfish? To hunt for and
eat persimmons that have
been gentled by the frost? To
wish on a milkweed fairy?
How about flying kites and
climbing trees? Organized
sports have a lot to offer, but
my childhood would have
been impoverished without
these and a thousand more
adventures.

But because they require
no regulation equipment, or-
ganized leagues, or construc-
tion, these pastimes are
somehow not deemed worth
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the price of the parkland. To
put it another ways, is there a
cost to our children losing
what Rachel Carson called the
“inborn sense of wonder”?

Richard Louv, in his book
Last Child in the Woods:
Saving Our Children from
Nature Deficit Disorder, cites
research showing that direct
exposure to nature is essen-
tial for healthy childhood de-
velopment. At the same
time, he recounts how nature
pursuits benefit kids with
obesity, depression, and ADD.
Environmental education
measurably improves student
performance in science, read-
ing, math, and social studies,
as well as reducing discipline
problems.

And what about our
planet’s future? How will
tomorrow’s adults cope with
serious environmental prob-
lems if they have no direct
understanding or experience
of the natural world? Rep.
John Sarbanes, sponsor of
the No Child Left Inside Act,
said, “Nothing is more im-
portant than giving every
Maryland student the basic
knowledge to understand
these complicated problems
and figure out how we
should respond, both as a so-
ciety and as individuals.”

Recently, I was explain-
ing to a school principal how
the dragonflies (or mosquito
hawks) perch on tall flowers
to watch for prey. The prin-
cipal told me that the kids
(and the teachers!) are afraid
of those big bugs. I was
stunned and saddened to
think that these beautiful, el-
egant, and supremely useful

insects have become so un-
known as to be a source of
fear. I shouldn’t have been
surprised, however. One
study found that kids could
document 1,000 corporate
logos but fewer than 10
plants or animals native to
their backyards.

So do yourself and the
kids in your life a favor, get
outside this Fall. In the
words of Luther Standing
Bear, “Man’s heart, away
from nature, becomes hard;
[the Lakota] knew that lack
of respect for growing, living
things soon led to lack of re-
spect for humans, too.”

—Carole A. Barth
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Northwood News is
published by the Northwood-
Four Corners Civic Associa-
tion. The NFCCA represents
the 1,493 households in the
area bounded by Colesville
Rd. (Rte. 29), University Blvd.
(Rte. 193), Caddington Ave.,
and the Northwest Branch.

Any resident of this area is
eligible to join the NFCCA.
Annual dues are $10 per
household and may be paid at
any Association meeting or
mailed to the treasurer.

Northwood News is
published five times a year—
in October, December,
February, April, and June. To
place an ad or discuss a story,
please contact the editor.

Editor
Jacquie Bokow
10603 Cavalier Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20901
301.593.8566
nfcca@verizon.net
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North Four Corners Park Update

(continued from page 1)
using the existing small field.

m We do not want to ex-
pand the parking in front of
the rec center.

It’s important to be clear,
because MNCPPC continues
to misrepresent the facts. For
example, they talk about “re-
moving active use areas from
proximity to neighboring
streets and homes” as if
Timberwood Avenue was in
Timbuktu and not part of
NFCCA. When they talk
about the “need” for large
soccer fields, their vision in-
cludes all of down-county
and soccer players from all
over the region. When they
“looked” for alternative sites
for large fields, their tunnel
vision was centered on North
Four Corners Park.

Fundamentally, the
Council and County Execu-
tive have to weigh these pro-
posals against everything else
that will be proposed for the
FY09-FY14 Capital Im-
provement Program. Hope-
fully, as they do, they will
consider the following points:

m The methodology
MNCPPC used to calculate
the need for soccer fields has
never been fully subjected to
public scrutiny.

m Poor field conditions and
a tortuous reservation system
mean that existing fields in
the county are not efficiently
utilized.

m When polled., county
residents rated “passive” open
space activities above sports.

m The Four Corners area
has already lost the Kay Tract
trees to Blair High School
(and its fields), while new in-
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fill housing is removing the
last few open lots. Where is
the plan to redress our nature
deficit?

m Poor management, inad-
equate policing, and nearly
nonexistent maintenance are
the norm at most of
MNCPPC’s existing facilities;
adding more facilities in such
a situation is simply irrespon-
sible.

m The projected cost of this
project ($6 million and
counting) could buy a lot
more than one soccer field if
a more appropriate site or
sites were selected. u

NFCCA

Parents Seek
Babysitters

Babysitters who live in
Northwood/Four Corners,
Forest Knolls, or Kinsman
Farm are sought for local
parents. Parents in the
Northwood Baby Network
(with preschool-age children)
and who belong to the
Northwood Parents list serve
(see page 6) are seeking the
name of teenagers in the
neighborhood who are avail-
able for babysitting.

If you are interested,
please contact Kirsi Ampe at
ampejk@bellatlantic.net or
301.754.0416. References
must be supplied.

The resulting list of
babysitters will be made
available, on request, to par-
ents in the Baby Network
and participating in the
Northwood Parents list serve.
The list will only be made
available to parents in these
two groups. u

BOARD

The Board of Directors for
the Northwood-Four Cor-
ners Civic Association meets
five times a year, in October,
December, February, April,
and June. Current officers
(whose terms end at the
October 10 meeting) are:

President
Carole Barth
10602 Lockridge Drive
301.593.7863
cbarth@mindspring.com

Vice President
Beth Ginter
10221 Sutherland Road
301.681.8190
beth.ginter @comcast.net

Treasurer
Linda Perlman
1203 Caddington Avenue

301.681.3735
Perlman@sp-law.com

Secretary
Leon Peace
1305 Caddington Avenue
301.592.0406
LeonSellsHouses@aol.com

At Large
Roxanne Mirabal Beltran
10621 Glenwild Road

301.754.3828
roxmb@yahoo.com

Ted Daniel
302 Marvin Road

301.593.0418
ted.daniel@mail.house.gov

Dave Povtak

318 Pinewood Avenue
301.593.3178
dwpovtak@hotmail.com

Editor, Northwood News
Jacquie Bokow
10603 Cavalier Drive

301.593.8566
nfcca@uverizon.net




Do You Know About Freecycle?

Have you items in your
home which are perfectly
useable, but just don’t suit you
anymore? Maybe you've
changed sizes and would like
to get rid of the clothes that no
longer fit. Perhaps someone
gave you something but it
turns out you aren’t able to
use it, or just can’t stand it!!
You have all these fine goods
you’'d like to get rid of, but
don’t want to take the trouble
to sell them on ebay.

Then you need to know
about Freecycle. This is a list
serve where people offer goods
they no longer want for free to
folks in their area. There are
several Freecycle list serves,
but our neighborhood is cov-
ered by the Silver Spring
Freecycle Group.

This is how it works. You
send an email to Freecycle-
SilverSpringMD-subscribe@
yahoogroups.com; include
your name and address so
they can confirm you're in this
area (no one but the modera-
tor will see this). You'll receive
an email welcoming you to
the group and giving you
“Guidelines and Etiquette” for
participating.

You'll begin getting emails
(a lot!) from folks offering
items they want to give away
(or items they’re looking for).
The subject line for each of
these will state either OFFER,
TAKEN, WANTED, or RE-
CEIVED, followed by the item
and, usually, the approximate
location of the offerer. For in-
stance, you may see a subject
line which reads: “OFFER:
loveseat (20901).” You are
not allowed to include your
address in your message; you
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give that info out only to the
person to whom you are gift-
ing your item.

In the body of the email
will often be a further descrip-
tion of the item and, some-
times, a more specific location
(i.e., “Tm in North Four Cor-
ners.”). You don’t need to
open the email if you see by
the subject line that you're not
interested. Just delete that
email and look at the next one.

Posters are asked to be
honest. If there’s a tear,
stain, or it just doesn’t work,
you are asked to disclose it.
Someone may still want it!

The main rule is to keep it
free, legal, and “appropriate for
all ages” (i.e., no pornography,
alcohol, tobacco, firearms, or
drugs, legal or otherwise).
Also not permitted: no politics,
no religion, no spam, no
money, no trading, no per-
sonal attacks/rudeness, no ser-
vices, no advertisements, and
no discussion. Those who
break the rules twice are
thrown out of the group.

Once you've offered an
item, you’ll get emails di-
rectly from folks interested in
it. You can choose to whom
you wish to give it and ar-
range pick-up. Usually you
put the item you’re offering
outside your door and the
person will come by and pick
it up. You don’t need to be
home or even see the indi-
vidual. Then you post a
“TAKEN” email. If the per-
son doesn’t come and pick up
the item within the time-
frame you’ve both agreed on,
you can contact another per-
son who sent you an email
and offer it to them. Easy!/ m

HOOVER-FISHER
FLORIST

Call us to send
flowers across
town or country!

301-593-4700

www_hooverfisherflorist.com

24 Hour Ordering for
Same Day Delivery
Local & Nationwide

In the Woodmoor Shopping Center
University Blvd @ Rt 29

Erie
Insurance

CARL RUTAN
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

Auto » Home ¢ Business ¢ Life

9912 COLESVILLE ROAD
SILVER SPRING, MD 20901
301-681-0200 * Fax 301-681-8877

carlrutan@verizon.net

www.carlrutaninsurance.com
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When it’s time to move,
Call your neighbor!
Don Thomas

Cell: 301-385-2422
Office: 301-650-4400

Email:
don.thomas(@longandfoster.com

Northwood Resident, Top Producer,
Certified Home Staging Specialist

Listings in Northwood’ Forest Knolls’ Kinsman from 6/1/2007—9/15/2007

Full Half DaysOn
Sold Closed Price  Style bedms bath bath  Market
1303 Caddington Ave $410,000  Spht Lewvel 4 1 1 =]
406 Kerwin Rd $438,000  Cape Cod 4 2 0 o
BOW hattngton Ter 5405000  Split Foyer 4 3 0 10
306 Denmis Ave 5450000  Coftage 2 2 0 28
BO7 Malta La $465,000  Split Lewel 4 2 1 43
416 Rovalton Rd $429000  Cape Cod 4 2 0 50
10708 Margate Rd B85, 00 Rarmbler 4 2 1 31
11019 Lombardy Rd 454,000 Rambler 3 & 0 71
700 University Blvd W $445000  Split Level 4 2 1 75
Active Listed Price
216 Thistle Ct $437,500  Split Level 4 2 0 155
313 Marvin Rd $409,900  Colondal 2 2 0 142
11109 Lombardy Rd $300 90 Rambler 5 2 0 10%
401 Irwin St %463 50 Split Lewel 4 2 1 g
406 Belton Rd $462,500  Rambler 4 2 1 86
10703 Lombardy Rd $459,000  Rambler 4 1 1 78
12201 Lombardy Rd $429,000 Rambler 3 2 0 65
924 Malta Ln $449,900  Split Lewel 5 3 0 6l
10617 Eastwood Ave $448.000  Cape Cod 3 3 0 52
10611 Eastwood Ave $450900  Cape Cod 6 3 0 43
405 Rovalton Rd F415,004 Rambler 3 2 0 15
1016 Loxford Ter $475,000  Split Level 6 2 1 11
501 Rovalton Rd $439,000  Rambler 3 X 0 10
10708 Eastwood Ave $339. 904 Split Lewel 3 3 0 g

*#information deemed reliable but not gusranteed **

8701 Georgia Avenue, suite 100 Silver Spring, MD 20910
This is HOT mtended as schcitabion if your property is already listed with ancther agent

HAuga® SRS
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Stream Spruce-Up

It’s time for our annual
fall cleanup of Lockridge
Creek. Help keep our com-
munity attractive and re-
move invasive weeds. We've
been holding biannual clean-
ups of Lockridge Creek now
for 18 years!

Come join us at 9:30
a.m. on Saturday, 20 Oc-
tober. (Raindate is Sunday,
21 October.) We will start at
the Lockridge Drive and Den-
nis Avenue intersection and
work our way into Northwest
Branch Park.

It’s dirty work, so be sure
to bring gloves and wear
sturdy shoes, long sleeves,
and long pants.

To find out more what it’s
about, contact Carole Barth
at 301.593.7863. [ ]

Join One or Both
NFCCA EMail Lists

NFCCA sponsors two
email lists. One is the gen-
eral NFCCA List Serve, with
general community news, in-
cluding crime news. Send an
email to nfcca-subscribe@
yahoogroups.com to join.

The second is for
Northwood Parents. To
join that list, send an email to
northwoodparents-subscribe
@yahoogroups.com.

Please note that you do
not need to be a member of
the Civic Association to par-
ticipate in either NFCCA list,
but we do restrict access to
neighborhood residents only.
This means you will have to
identify yourself and give
your address. [ |

CLASSIFIEDS

PET CARE. Daily TLC, evenings
and weekends, too. Referrals
upon request. We're close and
we're ready. 301-651-3257.

MOTHER'S HELPER. 11-year-old
to assist while you're home.
Great with toddlers through 2nd
grade. (Call 301-651-3257.

Have you considered serving
your community by participat-
ing on the NFCCA Board? (A
new board will be elected at
the October 10 meeting.) A
current Board member (page
3) will be glad to answer any
questions you have. Meetings
are only once a month.
Think about it!

SS Real Estate Group

The Home Buying and Home Selling Team... Where Our Clients Are #1!

www.JohnBurgessRealtor.com

301-681-5093

info@JohnBurgessRealtor.com

Receive assistance from all of our team members.

Benefit from complete advertising of your home:
MLS, Realtor.com JohnBurgessRealtor.com, VisualTour.com,
AlwaysKeeplnTouch.com, direct mailers, local real estate guides, frequent flyers...

Receive loan pre-approval within 24 hours.

Receive FREE insurance quotes, LOW rates.

Experience the Burgess Group
And get a whole team of real estate professionals working for you!

Visit OUR NEW WEBSITE

wWww.JOHNBURGESSREALTOR.COM
for all your real estate information

and property searches.

Now serving clients in Spanish... Ahora sirviendo en Espaiiol

*ABR

REALTOR®

Realty Executives Premier
3919 National Drive, Suite 310

REALTF
EYPCETIVES !
Burtonsville, MD 20866
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(H) 301-622-7002

REALTOR

Barbara Ciment

Associate Broker, Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc.

$250 Million in Career Sales
Top Office Producer Since 1988

barbara@ciment.com
WWW.Ciment.com

(0) 301-949-7070

vvvvvvvvvvv

Northwood Real Estate Report

September, 2007

Specialist in Northwood M ar ket

Before you make any move in Northwood, Forest
Knolls, or Kinsman Farm, | would be pleased to
share my insights with you. | will inform you on
how the overall market is affecting prices in your
Northwood neighborhood.

Call for My Free Market Analysis

I will advise you how to prepare and stage your
home to sell for Top Dollar in this market.

Silver SpringM ar ket Depressed
Thereal estate market in Silver Spring is
depressed by lower sales volume and higher
inventories of unsold houses relative to last year.
Moreover, since the mortgage disruption, lower
priced homes which generally sell to sub-prime
borrowers, are now aso harder to sell. Although
it looks like average prices are UPin Silver Spring,
thisismisleading. Actually, many model-to-model
sales are down over 10%. Higher priced homes
arefairing relatively better.

Settled Properties July 1-August 31, 2007 July 1-August 31, 2006
Subdivision #units Avg. Price DOM [ #units Avg. Price DOM
Burnt Mills/NW Branch 1 $512,000 84 2 $465,750 53
Colesville 12 $662,517 124 10 $520,903 69
Dumont Oaks 6 $412,000 19 6 $449,333 48
Forest Knolls 1 $395,000 10 5 $454,640 35
Kemp Mill 8 $496,750 71 15 $535,203 43
Leisure World 33 $283,652 100 41 $285,377 92
Northwood 3 $457,500 50 9 $463,085 46
Sligo 14 $473,581 52 15 $415,543 34
Springbrook 3 $830,923 115 12 $572,566 92
Tivoli 2 $382,350 70 6 $400,217 31
University Towers 6 $183,957 104 10 $244,083 80
Woodmoor 1 $510,282 88 8 $517,941 20
Woodside 23 $613,988 74 29 $575,153 34
Forest Glen Metro Area 13 $443,169 49 29 $465,332 48
Wheaton Metro Area 24 $412,256 71 22 $450,357 58
Wheaton Regional Park 10 $476,940 62 14 $516,522 46
Bethesda 220 $937,335 50 191 $879,574 49
Chevy Chase 70 $1,183,897 46 8l $988,142 45
Kensington 45 $511,038 36 62 $588,587 65
Olney 62 $460,783 55 77 $490,180 44
Potomac 123 $1,141,600 87 139 $1,175,629 71
Rockville 273 $533,781 63 323 $516,657 55
Silver Spring 430 $446,607 77 685 $433,092 49
Takoma Park 43 $491,860 50 54 $487,268 28

#1 Silver Spring Producer

#1 Long & Foster Team

Data subject to revision. Copyright 2007

This is not intended as a solicitation if your property is already listed with a real estate agent.
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Maureen Carrington,
Northwood’s Mortgage Expert, will
get you the best rate, terms, & lowest
closing costs on your mortgage!

$ Interest rates have returned to near-historic lows — Lock in a 6% or lower fixed rate
$ Tap the unused equity in your home with a no closing cost Home Equity Loan

$ 100% financing & low-doc loans still available for customers with good credit

$ 40 & 50 year loans with fixed rates & interest-only period keeps your payments lowest
$ We provide the top-notch service and client confidentiality you deserve

$ | reward referrals! Please let your friends & family know that | want to work with them

Maureen Carrington Mortgage Loan Officer
www.Month-Off.com 301-681-0249 (Home)
MCarrington@Month-Off.com 301-651-3257 (Office)

ATTORNEYS AT LAW c

ELEBRAT|NG

SILBER, PERLMAN,  wenaers,
SIGMAN &~ TILEV, P A.

Former/y /enown as SI/AQT gper/man, pA

ESTATE PLANNING
Wills a Trusts s Powers of Attorney = Advance Directives

Susan Silber REAL ESTATE

Lincla Perlman Contracts n Settlements Free parleing
Kenneth Sigman Property Owner sl'lip Agreements and convenient
Metocly Tilev to the Takoma
Kirstin Guuing FAMILY LAW Red Line Metro

Divorce m Separation Agreements

Custocly " Acloptions =« LGBT

TEL: (301) 891-2200

7000 CARROLL AVENUE, SUITE 200 m TAKOMA PARK, MARYLAND 20912-4437 m WEB: WWW.SP-LAW.COM m EMAIL: LAVYERS @ SP-LAW.COM

ADVICE B MEDIATION H LITIGATION B APPEALS
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