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Pedestrian Safety Improvements
on MD 193/University Boulevard

Planning is underway on
University Boulevard/MD 193
for pedestrian safety improve-
ments. The Pedestrian Safety
Action Plan (PSAP) is a com-
ponent of the Maryland De-
partment of Transportation’s
(MDOT) Complete Streets
policy. The State Highway
Administration held a public
informational workshop on
5 November 2025 to present
proposed improvements and
gather community feedback
for pedestrian and bicycle
safety improvements.

Nearly 40,000 vehicles
per day travel along MD 193/
University Boulevard from
Georgia Avenue to Colesville
Road; crash data has identi-
fied this portion of the road
as a high injury area. The
opportunities identified for
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improvements will include:

m Concrete sidewalk mainte-
nance;

m Signage repairs and re-
placements;

m High-visibility pavement
markings for crosswalks;

m Enhanced bus stop up-
grades;

m High-visibility mid-block
crossings;

m Side street curb extensions
at crosswalks;

m Decreased stress for cy-
clists;

m Intersections designed to
enhance pedestrian and bicy-
clist safety and mobility; and

m Shared-use paths.

The MDOT roll maps il-
lustrating proposed pedes-
trian safety improvements
showed a pedestrian hybrid
beacon and crosswalk on
westbound University Bou-
levard to walk safely to the
grocery store and post office
at the jug handle turn-around.
There is already a crosswalk
on eastbound University. The
roll maps also showed a new
traffic signal at the Brunette
Avenue intersection with
University Boulevard. A copy
of the rollmap for the cor-
ridor adjacent to the NFCCA
area can be found at https://

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3)

Winter Social on
Wed., 10 Dec.

The next meeting of the
Northwood-Four Corners
Civic Association will be held
on Wednesday, 10 December
2025, at 6:30 p.m. (note the
earlier time). The meeting
will be held in person at
Forest Knolls Elementary
School only.

This will be our third
“Holiday Winter Social” in
lieu of our regular meeting;
we're starting an hour earlier
to make it easier for children
to attend on a school night.

In the giving spirit of the
holiday season, there will be
a Food Collection Box (non-
perishable) for Silver Spring-
based Manna Food Center.

Bring treats or good eats
to share, and there will be
activities for kids, music, a
caroling performance, and a
holiday market with vendors
selling their wares. [ |
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE}

At the October NFCCA meeting, we had a large crowd
show up in person and via Zoom to hear Councilmember
Kristin Mink describe her positions on the University Bou-
levard Corridor Plan and update the community about the
FLASH 2.0 bus rapid transit expansion on Colesville Road, as
well as the development timeline for Viva White Oak and is-
sues impacting redevelopment of the Sears building in White
Oak.

The election of 2025—2026 Officers and Board members
took place and all of the Officers and two Board members
who chose to continue in their roles were approved. I'd like
to give a hearty thanks to Jon Prochilo, who has served as a
board member for four years. With his resignation, we now
have an unfilled slot on the board. If you are interested in
becoming more engaged, offer to run yourself or nominate
someone you believe can contribute special expertise. The
vote to fill this seat will take place at our 11 February 2026
meeting.

Most of the current Officers and Board members have
served for many years and several of the older volunteers are
planning retirement moves. NFCCA needs a succession plan
to address this transition. If you can help with organizing
newsletter distribution, editing the newsletter, administering
the nfcca.org website, or building out our communications
efforts, NFCCA will be looking for volunteers or new Board
members to fill these vital roles. Please contact me at presi-
dent AT nfcca DOT org or call me at 240.281.3911 if you have
any questions about serving or suggestions for a nominee.

Another matter taken up at the October meeting was an
amendment to the NFCCA bylaws to change the name of our
association from Northwood-Four Corners Civic Associa-
tion to North Four Corners Civic Association. The vote was
close, but the matter was tabled to research the bylaws so
this amendment will be taken up again at the February 2026
meeting (see related story on page 10).

The Planning, Housing, and Parks Committee of the
Montgomery County Council has concluded its work sessions
on the University Boulevard Corridor Plan (UBCP). Council
members voted on various housing and transportation rec-
ommendations in the UBCP. See the related story on page 4
in this newsletter, which describes issues being decided and
next steps. It’s been a long haul but now is the time to pay
attention and stay engaged!

Another transportation development that NFCCA is pay-
ing attention to is the FLASH 2.0 Bus Rapid Transit proposal
to construct a dedicated bus lane on U.S. 29 Colesville Road,
which will remove one-to-two vehicle traffic lanes from
Southwood to the outer loop 495 beltway ramp.

October marked the beginning of the next NFCCA dues
cycle. Our membership total ticked up to an all-time high of

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3)

Communicate!

NFCCA Listserv
To join:
nfcca+subscribe@groups.io
[add “un” to unsubscribe]
To send messages to group:
nfcca@groups.io

Facebook: www.facebook.com
/nfccamoco

NFCCA Deals!

Buy Nothing Forest Knolls/North
Four Corners/Woodmoor
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/517319962826076

Compost Crew: 5-gal. @$22, 12-
gal.@$29, compostcrew.com

Seasonal Roots: Sign up @$25,
seasonalroots.com/nfcca

NORTH FOUR
1 CORNERS
NEWS

The North Four Corners
News (formerly Northwood
News) is published by the
Northwood-Four Corners Civic
Association. The NFCCA repre-
sents the 1,600+ households in
the area bounded by Colesville
Road (Rte. 29), University Blvd.
(Rte. 193), Caddington Avenue,
and the Northwest Branch.

Any resident of this area is
eligible to join the NFCCA. An-
nual dues are $15 per household
and may be paid online, at any
Association meeting, or mailed
to the treasurer.

The North Four Corners News
is published five times a year—in
October, December, February,
April, and June. To place an ad
or discuss a story, please contact
the editor.

Editor
Jacquie Bokow
10603 Cavalier Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20901

301.593.8566
editor AT nfcca poOT org

Visit Our Website
wwuw.nfcca.org
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2)

279 in 2024—2025. Currently,
110 households have paid
their 2025-2026 dues. NFC-
CA membership dues are only
$15, so please do your part.

Ped Safety

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)
maryland.maps.arcgis.com/
sharing/rest/content/items/
a8obis1odidiga8obyfc-
c17a9cdecb74/data.

MDOT’s goal is to incor-
porate public feedback on
the proposed improvements
before moving to the pre-
liminary 30% design phase by
Spring 2026, with construc-
tion anticipated to start in
Spring 2027.

To stay up-to-date on
this pedestrian safety im-
provements plan, consult
the project page at https://
mdot-sha-mdi193-md97-to-
us29-moaz2b2i1-maryland.
hub.arcgis.com/. If you wish
to make comments to improve
pedestrian safety on Univer-
sity Boulevard, you may do
so here at https://survey123.

arcgis.com/share/3c5999897
e5d4f56831673ebce12e066. A

PAY DUES HERE
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See the box below for the easy
way to pay your dues. We also
welcome voluntary donations
to keep our newsletter going
and fund social activities.
Speaking of community
festivities, instead of a De-
cember general meeting,
NFCCA is hosting our Holiday
Winter Social on Wednesday,
10 December, at Forest Knolls
Elementary. We are starting
a bit earlier at 6:30 p.m. so
families with younger children
can join us. Have a happy and
healthy holiday season!
—Sharon Canavan

NFCCA E-Mail
Listserv Issues

We are still getting annoy-
ing scam applications to join
the nfcca@groups.io neigh-
borhood listserv; in fact, we
learned that our neighboring
civic associations are experi-
encing the same phenomenon.
NFCCA has added extra steps
to the application process to
fight off these bots.

It’s important to provide
your street address when ap-
plying to join the listserv so
the moderator can check that
against real estate owner-
ship records. That step could
screen out renters and, of
course, we don’t want to do
that. So the listserv modera-
tor may send a separate mes-
sage asking for a screenshot
of a piece of mail addressed to
the applicant’s residence.

If you are not yet on our
listserv, join by sending an

BOARD

The Board of Directors for
the Northwood-Four Corners
Civic Association serves for
one year and meets every
month except July and Au-
gust. Current officers (until
October 2026) are:

President
Sharon Canavan
10213 Edgewood Avenue
240.281.3911
president AT nfcca DOT org

Vice President
Jessica Boback
10707 Edgewood Avenue
410.207.5693
veep AT nfcca DOT org

Treasurer
Sondra Katz
10905 Lombardy Road

301.593.4542
treasurer AT nfcca DOT org

Secretary
Sarah Dye
10911 Lombardy Road
703.380.7468
secretary AT nfcca DOT org

At Large
Brandon Boback
10707 Edgewood Avenue
717.873.0665
brandon AT nfcca por org

Richard Fitzpatrick
403 Hannes Street

973.598.5943
ricky AT nfcca DOT org

Vacant

Why not you? Get involved
and help your community
by volunteering!

Immediate Past President
Mario “Ema” Perez
10608 Margate Road
703.400.9560
ipp AT nfcca DOT org

SEARCH PAST ARTICLES, GOV~

l? email message to nfcca+sub ERNMENT REPS, AND MORE AT
scribe AT groups DOT i0. E WWW.NFCCA.ORG
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UBCP Headed to County Council

By Sharon Canavan

Councilmembers Fried-
son, Fani-Gonzalez, and
Jawando serve on the Plan-
ning, Housing, and Parks
Committee (PHP Committee)
of the Montgomery County
Council, which has concluded
its series of Work Sessions
on the “Planning Board Draft
Summer 2025 for the Uni-
versity Boulevard Corridor
Plan (UBCP).

Although not on this
committee, Councilmember
Mink—who represents Dis-
trict 5 (including the NFCCA
community)—actively partici-
pated in these work sessions.
She sent a detailed letter on
26 September to Council col-
leagues laying out her con-
cerns with the UBCP, with the
following requests: (1) elimi-
nate the street grid that im-
pacts South Four Corners; (2)
reduce the height proposed
for Commercial Residential
Town (CRT) zoned properties
near Four Corners; (3) remove
the recommendation to repur-
pose existing general traffic
lane for a bus-only lane near
Four Corners; (4) remove the
Phase 2 transportation recom-
mendations for Four Corners;

i va AL
Councilmember Mink spoke on the UBCP at our last meeting.

and (5) either remove entirely
or significantly scale back the
proposed rezoning of single
family properties. For a copy
of this letter, see the second
document attached behind
the staff report at https://
montgomerycountymd.
granicus.com/MetaViewer.
php?view _id=169&clip_
1d=18371&meta_id=206908.

Housing

The PHP Committee
agreed to a number of sig-
nificant changes to the UBCP.
By a 2-to-1 vote, the PHP
adopted Chairman Friedson’s
amendment to cut back the
areas proposed for rezon-
ing as Commercial Residen-
tial Neighborhood (CRN)
throughout the length of the
corridor. CRN zoning allows
higher density housing rede-
velopment (duplex, triplex,
quadplex, and small multi-
family up to 19 units).

The Friedson amendment
applies CRN rezoning only
to the single-family homes
that directly front University
Boulevard from Cadding-
ton to Sutherland, as well
as homes 10200 to 10226
on Colesville Road between
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Timberwood and Lorain. For
a map of the properties af-
fected by this amendment,
see page 20 of the Staff Re-
port to the PHP at https://
montgomerycountymd.
granicus.com/MetaViewer.
php?view_id=169&clip_
1d=18371&meta_id=206907.

The properties along
University Boulevard and
Colesville Road were already
upzoned by Zoning Text
Amendment 25-02 (Housing
N.O.W.) previously enacted
by the Council. A newslet-
ter article described Housing
N.O.W. is at https://www.
nfcca.org/news/nn202510a.
html. There are important
differences, however, between
Housing N.O.W. and the CRN
rezoning as proposed by the
UBCP.

A building’s square foot-
age can be slighter higher
under Housing N.O.W. as
the Floor Area Ratio (FAR) is
1.25, but is lower at FAR 1.0
for CRN. For example, on a
5,000 square foot lot, Hous-
ing N.O.W. allows a build-
ing up to 6,250 square feet
vs. 5,000 square feet for a
CRN-zoned building. Hous-
ing N.O.W. restricts building
height to 40 feet, but Fried-
son’s amendment will allow
buildings up to 45 feet (lower
than the 50 feet height rec-
ommended by the Planning
Board’s original recommenda-
tion).

Lot coverage—that is, the
percentage of a site covered
by the building—is similar for
smaller lots at 30 to 35%, but
can go up to 90% for larger
CRN-zoned lots greater than

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 6)
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PLAY YOUR CARDS RIGHT, CHOOSE ACE = o
+ FOR YOUR NEXT PROJECT .

I&\ ACE HOME RENOVATION LLC

SERVICES OFFERED:

] Roofing

 Bathroom and Kitchen Remodeling
U] Painting & Drywall

] Flooring

J Additions

301-356-1226
MHIC# 157098
acehomerenol@gmail.com

LICENSED
& INSURED

L

ASHINGTONIA KRAJA + SlDHU
2020 DENTAL

Your allies in lifelong oral health

Kraja and Sidhu Dental was founded with a clear mission: to help people build a lasting relationship with their oral
health in a welcoming environment.

We combine advanced technology with compassion to provide families a unique dental experience. We focus on
prevention, personalized treatment plans, and extra attention and dedicated time to help our patients achieve
lifelong oral health and feel empowered in their decisions.

After years in large practices, Drs. Kraja and Sidhu aim to provide a more personal, compassionate care in our
small, private Silver Spring practice.

www.ksdental.com
301.495.9222
info@ksdental.com

12510 Prosperity Drive, Suite 220
Silver Spring, MD 20904
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UBCP

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4)
15,000 square feet. Front,
side, and rear setback require-
ments are also narrower for
CRN-zoned lots.

Under Housing N.O.W.,
a redeveloper may seek Plan-
ning Board approval to reduce
required parking below two
spaces per unit; in contrast,
only one parking space per unit
is required under the UBCP
because proximity to public
transit qualifies this corridor
as a Reduced Parking Area.

Housing N.O.W. limits lot
consolidation to a maximum
of up to three properties; the
lots must abut the corridor
and “flag” lots (with an access
driveway leading off the cor-
ridor to the lot) or “through”
lots that abut two roads are
not eligible for consolidation.

In contrast, CRN zoning
gives redevelopers more flex-
ibility to purchase and consol-
idate an unlimited number of
lots so long as they have front-
age on University Boulevard
or Colesville Road. Although
the properties at 611 and 613
University Boulevard are flag
lots, the UBCP, as adopted
by the PHP, rezones these as
CRN and they will be treated
as fronting the corridor. CRN
zoning will apply the duplex
site standard method of devel-
opment.

A redevelopment applica-
tion under Housing N.O.W.
is considered by the Planning
agency under a streamlined
optional method workforce
housing development process.
A redeveloper will only need
to submit a site plan and, once
approved, a building permit
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* Repurpose one travel lane per
direction

* Reduce lane widths

* No additional right-of-way from
businesses

* No dedicated bus lanes
* Street buffers exceed minimum widtr

* Sidewalks/sidepath meet or exceed
Complete Street Design Guide
minimum widths

Sidewalk—4— Turn
4 Lane

Planting Strip—|

Jerk House,
Pizza Hut,
Crisp & Juicy

g8 10 10] 1|7 10

Drive ' Drive " T sidewalk
lane lane LI planting Strip

64
R.O.W.

Example: Westbound University Boulevard
West of Colesville Road

Option ‘C’ Public Hearing Draft: Staff Recommendation

will be issued to proceed with
construction. The process for
CRN zoning is more stream-
lined as redevelopment is “by
right,” so the redeveloper sim-
ply needs to secure a building
permit.

A chart illustrating the
differences between Hous-
ing N.O.W. and CRN zon-
ing can be found on the
16th page of the follow-
ing document: https://
montgomerycountymd.
granicus.com/MetaViewer.
php?view_id=169&clip
1d=18281&meta_id=203895.

Another concern raised
during the PHP work sessions,
particularly by Jawando, was
that redevelopers could buy
up the supply of market rate
affordable single-family hous-
ing in one of the most diverse
and relatively affordable areas
of the county. Prior to consid-
eration by the full Montgom-
ery County Council, Friedson
and Fani-Gonzalez sought to
bring the UBCP more in line
with the affordable housing
requirements under Hous-
ing N.O.W.; they forwarded a
proposal to add a requirement
to the implementing Overlay
Zone text amendment, ZTA
25-12, that any 3+ unit rede-
velopment of CRN proper-

ties have at least one Work
Force Housing unit, or 15%
of the total units, whichever
is greater. ZTA 25-12 will be
considered by the full Council
in December.

High-Rise Development

In the “Four Corners
Town Center” at the intersec-
tion at University Boulevard
and Colesville Road, the
UBCP recommended Com-
mercial/Residential Town
(CRT) zoning, which allows
greater density for mixed-use
redevelopment with com-
mercial, retail, and housing.
The PHP Committee chose
to grandfather the existing
zoning with a 100-foot height
limit on several commercial
properties at the corner of Lo-
rain and University. PHP did,
however, generally lower the
CRT height limits applicable
to other sites throughout the
Four Corners commercial area
to 60 feet, which is well below
the 75- to 100-foot heights
recommended by the Plan-
ning Board. Slightly higher
height limits of 65 feet apply
to the properties in the medi-
an islands between east- and
west-bound University Bou-
levard, as well as the Safeway
site.

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 7)



UBCP

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6)
Transportation

The UBCP recommends
developing University Boule-
vard as a “Cool Corridor” with
tree canopy, shaded transit
stops, landscaped buffers, and
improved stormwater manage-
ment. To make the experience
more pleasant and safer, the
PHP embraced the UBCP rec-
ommendations to widen side-
walks and add a green “buffer”
separating the sidewalk from
traffic lanes. To make space
for this, the PHP decided to
narrow existing lanes and
repurpose a lane in each direc-
tion for these safety improve-
ments, as illustrated on page 6.

Although the Planning
Board had also pushed for
a dedicated bus-only lane
running through the Four
Corners intersection, the
PHP Committee chose not to
adopt this recommendation,
deciding instead to “evaluate
options to improve transit
performance through Four
Corners, including transit
signal priority or relocating
bus stops. The adopted rec-
ommendation is to extend the
dedicated bus lane with red
pavement from Dennis to Lo-
rain and pick up the dedicated
bus lane again at Williams-

burg Drive to the Beltway exit
at the plan’s eastern edge.

The PHP, however, reaf-
firmed the recommendation
for dedicated median bus lanes
on Colesville Road between
Timberwood Avenue and the
outer loop Beltway ramp. The
plan contemplates relocating
the Flash Bus Rapid Tran-
sit (BRT) stations presently
located in front of the Four
Corners Pub and Montgomery
Blair High School to a two-lane
wide station in the middle of
the Four Corners intersection.
An illustrated “roll map” show-
ing the current design for this
intersection can be found at
https://www.montgomery-
countymd.gov/dot-dte/Re-
sources/Files/US%2029%20
Flash%20BRT%20Phase%20
11%2035%20Percent%20
Design%2o0Drawings.pdf (ex-
cerpt shown below).

Park Recreation Building
Friedson made the case
and added language to con-
sider the possibility of reopen-
ing the now vacant building
in Four Corners Local Park as
a public amenity space. Af-
ter this recreation center was
decommissioned as a parks
building, it was leased for a
handful of years as a Montes-
sori school. Since that lease
expired, the building has lain

vacant. The Planning Board’s
UBCP recommendation had
been to simply consult with
the community about a suit-
able potential lessee. Now the
language calls for identify-

ing an appropriate use “that
complements the park and ad-
dresses community needs and
interests.”

Process Steps

The County Council began
its work on the PHP adopted
version of the UBCP on 18
November as this newslet-
ter went to print. A redline
copy of the Council Staff’s
report on the UBCP showing
the changes made by the PHP
to the Planning Board’s ver-
sion can be found at https://
montgomerycountymd.
granicus.com/MetaViewer.
php?view_id=169&event _
id=16659&meta_id=207204.

Planning Board docu-
ments and other critical in-
formation can be found on
NFCCA'’s website at the link
titled “Montgomery County
Planning” at https://nfcca.
org/mocoplan.html. There
is background and informa-
tion—such as how to write a
letter to the Council express-
ing your views—sample pro
and con issues to raise in a let-
ter, and contact information
on where to email a letter. ®

Part of the ‘roll map’ showing the current BRT redesign at the Four Corners intersections.
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I'm Deren Blessman. As Realtors, my wife Jeni and I study the neighborhood market regularly
for our real estate business and to monitor the values of our own home on Malta Lane.

Well, it’s football season already, and that’s something the pups like to do with me when
I'm not out working on helping buyers and sellers navigate this very odd real estate market.
Bader & Kobe (my neighborhood walking buddies) were more interested in the treats
I had in my hand than the game, but we all had to have our football snacks!

The real estate market is changing daily, so if you have any questions or concerns in
Maryland, D.C., or Virginia, Jeni & I are here for you, and your friends and family.
Even if you're not ready to sell, let us know if you’d like a free Home Market Analysis
for your home. We also have excellent Realtor associates throughout the country
if you need an excellent agent referral.

The Blessman Team with Keller Williams has YOU covered
with over 40 years collectively in the business.
Please give us a call, text, or email for any of your real estate needs:

Deren (retUSAF) | MD & DC | 240-793-2794 | dblessman@kw.com
Jeni | VA | 571-437-5656 | jblessman@kw.com

Much love, peace, and a blessed Holiday Season to you all!

Deren & Jeni
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$5K Goal for NFCCA Community Cares Campaign

By Sharon Canavan

The Woodmoor-Pinecrest
Civic Association reached out
to NFCCA to challenge our
community to participate in
the “Season’s Feedings Show-
down 2025 to raise dona-
tions to the Capital Area Food
Bank. Challenge Accepted!

Our NFCCA COMMUNITY
CARES campaign set what we
hope is an achievable goal of
$5,000 to support our neigh-
bors in need. But if we want to
beat the Woodmoor-Pinecrest
team, we'll have to work harder,
because their goal is $10,000.
As this newsletter goes to
print, our NFCCA neighbors
have donated $2,473, but
Woodmoor-Pinecrest is nip-
ping at our heels with a total of
$2,225 in contributions.

Federal Reductions in
Force and the recent govern-
ment shutdown have had a
real impact on food banks and
the people they serve. The
Capital Area Food Bank ser-
vice area is home to 20% of
the federal workforce, many of
whom have missed at least two
paychecks since October 1st.
In the last several weeks, Capi-
tal Area Food Bank has been
serving federal workers at five
different supplemental sites to
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Hallowen Parade on Margate. All ptos online!

address the increased need.

To donate, the fundraising
page for the NFCCA COMMU-
NITY CARES campaign can
be accessed at https://give.
capitalareafoodbank.org/
team/785030.

This campaign runs
through the end of 2025.
Thank you for supporting the
Capital Area Food Bank and
our neighbors in need this
holiday season, and good luck
in this year’s showdown! ®

SELL YOUR HOME FOR IMMEDIATE CASH!

Avoid all the headaches, repairs, contingencies,
inspections & Appraisals! ACE BUYS HOMES AS-IS!!

O NO HIDDEN FEES

@ NO CLOSING COSTS
@ NO COMMISSION

@FREE MOVING HELP = g T == SELL YOUR HOME
B “AS IS

GET
Mark Hishmeh

CALL TODAY
CASH FAST
¢ 301-448-0704

0 AceConstruction127@gmail.com

SELL SMART. SELL FAST. SELL TO ACE
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Wazzup ... Wazzup ... Wazzup?

Holiday Social

Get into the holiday
spirit at the NFCCA Winter
Wonderland Holiday Social
starting at 6:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, 10 Decem-
ber, at the Forest Knolls El-
ementary School all-purpose
room (10830 Eastwood Ave-
nue). Doors open a bit earlier

this year so the kids can make
it on a school night.

In the giving spirit of the
holiday season, there will be a
Food Collection Box for Silver
Spring-based Manna Food
Center. Bring treats or good
eats to share, and there will
be activities for kids, music, a
caroling performance, and a
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Many nezghbors Jjoined the HalloWHEEL bike ride last month!
More photos from this and the Halloween Parade are online.

Vote on Name Change for NFCCA

At the October 2025 gen-
eral meeting, a motion to
amend the NFCCA bylaws to
change the name of our civic
association from “Northwood-
Four Corners Civic Associa-
tion” to “North Four Corners
Civic Association” was dis-
cussed. Pro and Con argu-
ments for making this change
were discussed in a previous
newsletter article at nfcca.
org/news/nn201302i.html.

After a spirited debate,

a hand count vote was taken
with a narrow majority of 19
to 18 to change the name. The
matter, however, was tabled
in order to check on the by-
laws requirements for making
this change.

After researching the is-
sue, it became clear that in
order to pass an amendment
to the bylaws requires a two-
thirds (2/3) vote of the mem-
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bers present in person or via
Zoom (provided there is a
quorum of at least 15 NFCCA
members in attendance at
the meeting). Only members
whose dues are current are
entitled to vote—one vote per
member house.

Furthermore, the pro-
posed amendment must be
submitted in writing prior to
its consideration. This re-
quirement is met by including
the following in this newslet-
ter article: “Be it resolved to
amend the NFCCA bylaws
to change the name of this
organization from “North-
wood-Four Corners Civic
Association” to the “North
Four Corners Civic Associa-
tion.” This amendment will
be discussed and taken up
for a membership vote at the
NFCCA meeting on 11 Febru-
ary 2026. u

holiday market with vendors
selling their wares.

Cycling Santa

Santa and his Elves once
again will be riding their bikes
through the neighborhood in
December; the date and route
map will be posted soon on
the nfcca.org website, List-
serv, and the NFCCA Face-
book page. Volunteers to host
hot chocolate or cider tastings
at stops along the way should
contact ipp AT nfcca poT org.

Chili/ Curry Cookoff Fundaiser
Calling all chefs for our
4th Annual NFCCA Cookoff,
which will be Sunday, 22
February 2026, from 3 to
5 p-m. If you are interested
in preparing your favorite
chili or curry for NFCCA’s
fundraiser, please contact
cookoff AT nfcca DOT org.
For those who just want to
come for the good eats and
to support the NFCCA, tast-
ing tickets—which are $10 for
five tickets—will be available
for purchase on the nfcca.org
website or at the door.

Vine Cutting

Participate in NFCCA’s
annual effort to clear out in-
vasive vines and overgrowth
along the creek on Lockridge
Drive. Gather at the corner
of Lockridge and Belton Road
at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday,
7 March 2026 (with a rain
date of Sunday, 8 March
2026). Bring your clippers!

Earth Day Bike Ride

Meet at North Four Cor-
ners Local Park at 10 a.m. for
this all-ages community bike
ride on Sunday, 26 April
2026. Donuts, coffee, fun! W
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For children 2.5 to 6

Little Earth, LLC

Viola Dabrowska

www.littleearthfcc.com

Little Earth, LLC
10119 Brunett Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20901

Fully licensed by the Maryland State Department of Education Office of Child Care (OCC)
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FINAL
FINISH

Montessori Family Child Care

info@littleearthfcc.com

(916) 475-8157

Rita George & Vincent George

Accepting Part-Time or Full-Time
In-Home Daycare on Eisner Street in
Your Neighborhooa!
Neighborhood References Available
Twenty Years of Experience
Certified Daycare Providers
Trained in (PR & First Aid
Protection of Health and Saiety are
Our Top Priority!

Contact Us for More Information
240-898-7320

e

FAMILY HAIRSTYLING BARBER

215 University Blvd. West * Near NFC Park
Call 301-593-8059 » Walk-Ins Welcome!

N Your Full Service Salon

Haircuts For You and Your Family

¥ Men « Women « Children
Cuts * Color * Perms * Highlights

Mon-Fri * 10am-4pm
Sat-Sun * 10am-2pm

LOCAL EXPERTISE YOU CAN TRUST

Your neighbor and local real estate

resource. With deep  community

knowledge and a commitment to

personalized guidance, I'm here to help

you navigate buying, selling, or investing

with confidence. Let's make your next
move a smart one.

Sanal Dye

703-380-7468 (m) | 240-497-1700 (o) | Sarah.Dye@LongandFoster.com

READ
THIS?

*
LONG &FOSTER

———— REAL ESTATE——

DID YOU

Then others will, too!

YOUR AD HERE

reaches all 1,600+ homes in
the North Four Corners and
Forest Knolls neighborhoods!

Paper Bags Will Be 10 Cents,
No Plastic Bags Allowed in 2026

Starting 1 January 2026,
Montgomery County’s new
“Bring Your Own Bag Law”
will take effect. This law in-
creases the paper bag tax to
10 cents per bag and bans
plastic carryout bags in areas
that include Silver Spring.

Retailers will retain five
cents from each carryout bag
provided, while the other five
cents goes to the County to
support the County’s Water

Quality Protection Charge
fund.
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Key exemptions include:

m Customers paying with
SNAP/WIC benefits (no bag
tax).

m Restaurants providing
prepared/leftover food, take-
out, and drive-through (no
bag tax).

m Bulk or perishable items
like produce, meat, fish (plas-
tic bags allowed).

Learn more details on the
County website at https://
montgomerycountymd.gov/
bag/retailers.html. [
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He”o,

I'm Brad Higbee, owner of Aardvark Entertainers.

lama Familg and children's entertainer from
Aspen Hi”, with a connection to many families
in your area, rcccntlg tcaching at alocal

reschool where some children from the area
attend or attended.

I've been bringing smiles and laughter to ‘children’ of all ages for several decades,
Eemcormin magjc, twisting balloons into all sorts of designs and emplozing other forms of

un! | perrorm at Familg Parties and events, at businesses, stores and s oPPin[g centers,
for community groups, at gatherings of various ?aiths, cultural events, several events
abroad and more. | make l'xolidag visits, and am Preparing for some uPcomin Santa visits.
Some of my favorite visits are made to small Familg gathcrings and Parties at homes. Given
my connection to this area, I'm making an offer for multiple visits taking Place in the area
wﬁich enables Santa to visit at multi[:) e homes in one triP to the neighborhoods in your
association.

I can be reached at SCeSantaVisitor.com or 240-559-7590 (Scigh /Text).

DISTINCTIVE LANDSCAPES
INNOVATIVE | SUSTAINABLE | MAINTAINABLE

Exquisite Garden Design & Installation
Decks & Patios | Custom Fences | Arbors & Pergolas
Garden Walks & Walls | Water Features & Lighting

Planting & Maintenance

BEST of BETHESDA AWARD WINNER | WASHINGTONIAN AWARD WINNER

Mark Willcher Landscape www.markwillcherco.com

Design & Build 240-672-3191
Building Sustainable Gardens . .
Since 1980 info@markwillcherco.com
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