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Next Meeting on  
Wed., 8th Feb.
 The next meeting of the 
Northwood-Four Corners Civ-
ic Association will be held on 
Wednesday, 8 February 2023, 
at 7:30 p.m.  The meeting 
will be held in person at 
Forest Knolls Elementary 
School and online.
	 To	find	the	access	codes	
for the online meeting, go to 
the NFCCA website at www.
nfcca.org; the codes will be 
posted the week of the meet-
ing.  Councilmember Kristin 
Mink will speak.  Also, bring 
your light bulbs to exchange!  
(See page 9 for details.)
 All residents of the North-
wood-Four Corners-Forest 
Knolls area are invited to at-
tend and express their views.  
Should a vote be held, howev-
er, only paid members of the 
NFCCA are eligible to vote.  
(Annual dues are $15 per 
household and may be paid at 
the meeting or online.) 
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NFCCA’s First 
Ever Chili Cook-
Off Fundraiser
 Winter—the seemingly nev-
er-ending season with its short 
days and long cold nights—can 
easily get in the way of neigh-
borly events.  But what better 
occasion to get through the last 
cold days than with an after-
noon of sampling a quintessen-
tial comfort dish—chili—with 
your neighbors at the NFCCA’S 
First	Ever	Chili	Cook-Off	fund-
raiser!
 We can only make this Chili 
Cook-Off	happen	if	we	have	the	
support of our community!  We 
need our cooks, aka the “Chili 
Masters,” as much as we need 
our tasters.  The event will be 
held on Sunday, 5 March 2023, 
from 3-5 p.m. at Forest Knolls 
School.  We are looking for 
neighbors who would like to 
bring their homemade chili to 
the NFCCA’s First Chili Cook-
Off.		Whether	your	chili	recipe	
is the family’s heirloom, one 
that	you	have	finally	perfected,	
a recipe that feels just right, a 
modern twist of the classic, or 
a vegetarian version of chili, we 
invite you to sign up to our list 
of participating Chili Masters 
at chili at nfcca dot org.
 Plenty of more details to 
come so be on the lookout for 
upcoming announcements via 
the listserv.  We hope to make 
our	First	Chili	Cook-Off	a	fun	
and delicious time for all. 

Primera 
Competencia de 
Cocina de Chili
 El invierno—la estación apa-
rentemente interminable con sus 
días cortos y noches frías—pu-
ede interferir fácilmente en los 
eventos del vecindario....  Pero 
qué mejor ocasión para pasar los 
últimos días fríos que con una 
tarde de degustación de un plato 
reconfortante por excelencia—
¡Chili!—y en compañía de  sus 
vecinos en la recaudación de fon-
dos	First	Ever	Chili	Cook-Off	del	
NFCCA!
 ¡Solo podemos hacer que 
este	Chili	Cook-Off	suceda	si	
contamos con el apoyo de nues-
tra comunidad!  Necesitamos a 
nuestros cocineros o “Chili Mas-
ters,” tanto como necesitamos a 
nuestros catadores.  El evento se 
llevará a cabo el domingo 5 de 
marzo de 2023, de 3 a 5 p.m. en 
la escuela Forest Knolls.  Esta-
mos buscando vecinos a quienes 
les gustaría traer su chile casero 
al primer concurso de cocina de 
chile de la NFCCA.  Ya sea que 
su receta de chili sea la reliquia 
de	la	familia,	una	que	finalmente	
ha perfeccionado, una receta que 
se siente bien, un toque mod-
erno del clásico, o una versión 
vegetariana de chili, te invitamos 
a inscribirte en nuestra lista de 
participantes de Chili Masters en 
chili at nfcca dot org.
 Hay muchos más detalles 
por venir, así que esté atento a 
los próximos anuncios a través 
del servidor de listas.  Esperamos 
que nuestro primer Chili Cook-
Off	sea	un	momento	divertido	y	
delicioso para todos. 

https://nfcca.org/index.html
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 Hola Neighbors!  Ema here.  Welcome to 2023 and the 
fourth (yes, fourth!) year of the pandemic.  However, if the 
experience in Northwood Park View is representative of the 
rest of the neighborhood, many of you have probably expe-
rienced more illness over the past four months than over the 
past four years.  At our house we are running low on leave 
and patience after battling RSV, Covid, and a bunch of nasty 
colds and viruses this fall and winter.  Our neighbors have 
been amazing to each other during this challenging time, 
one of the many reasons it is so great to live in this neighbor-
hood.  A reminder that if you get sick and need assistance, 
please do reach out to me or any of the Board members and 
we will do our best to connect you with neighbors who can 
help.
 Thank you to those of you who attended our December 
neighborhood association meeting.  As you all undoubtedly 
know	by	now,	pulling	off	a	hybrid	meeting	is	hard;	we	will	
work to improve the experience for all.  While we could go 
back to in-person only meetings, we are aware that there are 
many neighbors who are not able to come in-person due to 
illness, children’s bedtimes, and other responsibilities, so we 
would like to do what we can to provide both in-person and 
online options for attendance.
 Thank you to everyone who has paid their NFCCA dues 
of $15 per household (see page 7)!  Your dues support this 
newsletter and other neighborhood activities, such as the 
chili party we are planning for March; see the story on page 
one.  If you haven’t had a chance to pay your dues yet, please 
take two minutes to head over to www.nfcca.org and do so.
 Our neighborhood continues in a period of transition, 
with long-time residents moving away and young families 
moving in.  This is part of the natural cycle of neighbor-
hoods, but it is never easy to say good-bye to old friends.  
It is a testament to the strength of our community that we 
have so many long-time residents who raised their kids here 
and are now enjoying their retirement.  A big welcome to 
our new neighbors.  You can request a welcome kit from the 
NFCCA on our home page.
 Finally, we are looking for ways to build community in 
our neighborhood.  Last year we had three neighborhood 
bike rides and we intend to keep those up in 2023. But not 
everyone likes to ride bikes, so if you have ideas (have you 
heard of Porchfest?) for other neighborhood activities we 
could put together, and especially if you would like to coor-
dinate such an activity, please shoot me an email.  We are 
all volunteers here, and we welcome participation from all 
neighbors.  In the meantime, get your chili recipes ready for 
March, and stay tuned for more details on the date and time 
of	what	will	definitely	be	a	fun	event!		Spring	is	coming	guys.

—Ema Perez

President’s Message

 The North Four Corners 
News (formerly Northwood 
News) is published by the 
Northwood-Four Corners Civic 
Association.  The NFCCA rep-
resents the ~1,600 households 
in the area bounded by Coles-
ville Road (Rte. 29), University 
Blvd. (Rte. 193), Caddington 
Avenue, and the Northwest 
Branch.
 Any resident of this area is 
eligible to join the NFCCA.  An-
nual dues are $15 per house-
hold and may be paid online, 
at any Association meeting, or 
mailed to the treasurer.
 The North Four Corners 
News	is	published	five	times	a	
year—in October, December, 
February, April, and June.  To 
place an ad or discuss a story, 
please contact the editor.

Editor
Jacquie Bokow
10603 Cavalier Drive
Silver Spring, MD  20901
301.593.8566
editor at nfcca dot org

Visit Our Website
www.nfcca.org

North four 
corners 

News

Communicate!
NFCCA Listserv
To join:
  nfcca+subscribe@groups.io
To unsubscribe:
  nfcca+unsubscribe@groups.
  io
To send messages to group:
 nfcca@groups.io

Buy Nothing Forest Knolls/North 
Four Corners/Woodmoor
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/517319962826076

Twitter:  @NFCCAMoCo

Facebook:  www.facebook.com
 /nfccamoco 

https://nfcca.org/index.html
https://nfcca.org/index.html
mailto:nfcca%2Bsubscribe%40groups.io?subject=Join%20NFCCA%20Listserv
mailto:nfcca%2Bsubscribe%40groups.io?subject=Join%20NFCCA%20Listserv
mailto:nfcca%2Bsubscribe%40groups.io?subject=Join%20NFCCA%20Listserv
mailto:nfcca%40groups.io?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/groups/517319962826076
https://www.facebook.com/groups/517319962826076
https://twitter.com/NFCCAMoCo
https://www.facebook.com/NFCCAMoCo/
https://www.facebook.com/NFCCAMoCo/
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The Board of Directors for the 
Northwood-Four Corners Civic 
Association serves for one year 
and meets every month except 
July	and	August.		Current	officers	
(until October 2023) are:

President
Mario “Ema” Perez
10608 Margate Road
703.400.9560
president at nfcca dot org

Vice President
Julie Whitcomb
1019 Chiswell Lane
301.509.5534
veep at nfcca dot org

Treasurer
Sondra Katz
10905 Lombardy Road
301.593.4542
treasurer at nfcca dot org

Secretary
Sharon Canavan
10213 Edgewood Avenue
301.593.0487
secretary at nfcca dot org

At Large
Jessica Boback
10707 Edgewood Avenue
410.207.5693
jessica at nfcca dot org

Sarah Dye
10911 Lombardy Road
703.380.7468
sarah at nfcca dot org

John Prochilo
114 Southwood Avenue
978.502.4412
john at nfcca dot org

‘Raffle Lady’
Fiona Morrissey
10301 Edgewood Avenue
301.593.4026
fiona at nfcca dot org

Immediate Past President
Linda Perlman
1203 Caddington Avenue
301.681.3735
ipp at nfcca dot org

NFCCA
Board

Mensaje del Presidente

 ¡Hola vecinos!  Ema aquí.  Bienvenidos al 2023 y al cuarto 
(¡sí, cuarto!) año de la pandemia.  Sin embargo, si la experi-
encia en Northwood Park View es representativa del resto del 
vecindario, muchos de ustedes probablemente hayan experimen-
tado más enfermedades en los últimos cuatro meses que en los 
últimos cuatro años.  En nuestra casa nos estamos quedando sin 
licencia y paciencia después de luchar contra el RSV, Covid, y un 
montón de resfriados y virus desagradables este otoño e invierno.  
Nuestros vecinos han sido maravillosos entre sí durante este mo-
mento	dificultoso,	una	de	las	muchas	razones	por	las	que	es	tan	
bueno vivir en este vecindario.  Un recordatorio de que si usted se 
enferma y necesita ayuda, comuníquese conmigo o con cualquiera 
de los miembros de la Junta y haremos todo lo posible para co-
nectarlo con vecinos que puedan ayudarlo.
 Gracias a aquellos de ustedes que asistieron a la reunión de 
nuestra asociación cívica de vecinos de diciembre.  Como sin 
duda todos ya saben, llevar a cabo una reunión híbrida (Por Zoom 
y en persona) es difícil; trabajaremos para mejorar la experien-
cia para todos.  Si bien podríamos volver a las reuniones solo en 
persona, somos conscientes de que hay muchos vecinos que no 
pueden venir en persona debido a una enfermedad, o a la hora de 
acostarse de los niños y otras responsabilidades, por lo que nos 
gustaría hacer lo que podamos para proporcionar opciones de 
asistencia tanto en persona como en línea.
 ¡Gracias a todos los que han pagado sus cuotas NFCCA de $15 
por hogar (ver página 7)!  Sus cuotas apoyan este boletín y otras 
actividades	del	vecindario,	como	la	fiesta	del	chili	que	estamos	
planeando para marzo; ver la historia en la página uno.  Si aún no 
ha tenido la oportunidad de pagar sus cuotas, tómese dos minu-
tos para dirigirse a www.nfcca.org y haga su pago.
 Nuestro vecindario continúa en un período de transición, con 
residentes de mucho tiempo que se mudan y familias jóvenes que 
llegan.  Esto es parte del ciclo natural de los vecindarios, pero 
nunca es fácil decir adiós a los viejos amigos.  Es un testimonio de 
la fortaleza de nuestra comunidad que tengamos tantos residen-
tes de toda la vida que criaron a sus hijos aquí y ahora disfrutan 
de su jubilación.  Una gran bienvenida a nuestros nuevos vecinos 
y no olvides que puede solicitar un kit de bienvenida de la NFCCA 
en nuestra página de inicio.
 Finalmente, estamos buscando formas de construir una 
comunidad en nuestro vecindario.  El año pasado tuvimos tres 
paseos en bicicleta por el vecindario y tenemos la intención de 
mantenerlos en 2023.  Pero no a todos les gusta andar en bici-
cleta, así que si tiene ideas (¿ha oído hablar de Porchfest?) para 
otras actividades del vecindario que podríamos organizar, y espe-
cialmente si desea coordinar una actividad de este tipo, envíeme 
un correo electrónico.  Todos somos voluntarios aquí y agra-
decemos la participación de todos los vecinos.  Mientras tanto, 
prepara tus recetas de chili para marzo y mantente atento a más 
detalles	sobre	la	fecha	y	la	hora	de	lo	que	definitivamente	será	un	
evento divertido.  ¡La primavera ya está más cerca vecinos!

—Ema Perez
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barbara@ciment.com

(O) 301-424-0900

Announcing the Formation of the
Ciment & Shields Team of Long & Foster Real Estate

The Barbara Ciment Team is happy to announce New Leadership and a Team 
Reorganization. Judi Shields, a long-term member of our Team has assumed Team 
Leadership and Barbara Ciment will step back from Team leadership, marketing and 
business management to allow her to concentrate on what she loves best, Client and 
Customer Services. 
Our Team will now operate under the name of Ciment and Shields Team to reflect the 
importance of Judi’s leadership. Please feel free to reach out to either of us directly. 

We Are Intensely Engaged in this Market. 
Our Team has been succeeding in every market, year after year. In 2022, we had $34M in Closed Sales, 
as a result of 60+ transactions almost evenly divided between helping sellers and buyers! 

The Impact of Inflation and Higher Interest Rates is Being Felt Across Montgomery County
The coming year is going to be challenging, as the impacts of inflationary costs for nearly everything 
and higher interest rates have already undercut the market in Montgomery County. Across MoCo, sales 
volume was down 40% in 4th Quarter of ‘22 versus 2021, while in Northwood Area sales volume was 
down 62% in 4th Quarter of ‘22 versus 2021.

$500 Million in Career Sales
Helped Over 500 Buyers/Renters

Over 1,000 Closed Sales Transactions

301-346-9126

Barbara Ciment Judi Shields

judi@cimentandshields.com

410-794-6479

In the above chart, we now show Sold Price and List Price and Ratio of Sold Price to List Price (S/L).
The SoldPrice/ListPrice Ratio gives you a sense of the strength of Seller Market versus Buyer Market.

Call Today for Our Free Market Analysis: 301-346-9126 or 410-794-6479

Sales in Northwood/Forest Knolls Since November 1, 2022

ADDRESS LIST/SOLD
PRICE

LIST
PRICE

RATIO
(S/L)

SELLER
SUBSIDY

CLOSE
DATE STYLE BR BA/

HBA DOM LOT
SQ FT SUBDIVISION

403 Belton Rd $439,995 $439,995 100% $11,000 1/10/2023 Cape Cod 4 2 81 5,712 Northwood Village
811 Whittington Ter $440,000 $440,000 100% $15,000 1/3/2023 Split Foyer 3 2/1 3 7,560 Forest Knolls

10703 Margate Rd $755,000 $749,900 100% 12/22/2022 Colonial 4 3/1 2 8,330 Northwood Park View
919 Loxford Ter $435,000 $449,000 96% 12/2/2022 Split Foyer 4 2/1 31 15,368 Forest Knolls

10612 Edgewood Ave $475,000 $479,000 99% $16,375 11/10/2022 Rambler 3 2 62 6,830 Northwood Village
814 Whittington Ter $530,000 $524,900 100% 11/10/2022 Split Level 4 1/1 4 7,414 Forest Knolls
205 University Blvd W $315,000 $350,000 90% 11/10/2022 Cape Cod 2 2 5 8,645 Northwood Park

https://www.ciment.com/
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Understanding Your Property Tax Assessment Notice
By Linda Perlman
 Every homeowner in the 
NFCCA area should have re-
ceived an Assessment Notice 
reappraising their home as of 
1 January 2023.  This reas-
sessment establishes a New 
Market Value of the home, 
divided into a land value and 
a building value, for purposes 
of property taxes.  Houses are 
reassessed every three years 
by the State of Maryland De-
partment of Assessments and 
Taxation.  If the Total New 
Market Value of your home 
increased over the old total 
market value (from 1 Janu-
ary 2020), then the increases 
in the New Market Value are 
applied in equal installments 
over the next three tax years.  
This is shown as the “Phased-
In Market Values/Assess-
ments” on the Assessment 
Notice.
 If the assessed property 
is your principal residence, 
then the Homestead Tax 
Credit—for owner-occupied 
houses—limits the increase 
in the taxable assessment to 
no more than 10 percent per 
year.		To	benefit	from	the	
Homestead Tax Credit, your 
Assessment Notice (and prop-
erty tax bill) must indicate 
that a Homestead Application 
has been approved or is pend-
ing and that the property is 
your principal residence.
 To make the Assessment 
Notice easier to understand, 
let’s put some amounts on the 
Assessment Notice categories, 
using my Caddington Avenue 
home, as an example.
 1.  The old (1 January 
2020) total market value of 
my home was $339,900.

 2.  The New (1 January 
2023) Total Market Value of 
my home is $414,300.  This 
is a $74,400 increase in the 
market value of my home 
from 2020 to 2023.
 3.  The Phased-In Market 
Values/Assessments applies 
one-third of the $74,400 in-
crease in the market value of 
my house each year.  Thus, for 
2023, $24,800 is added to the 
old total market value of my 
house, resulting in a $364,700 
phased-in market value of my 
house ($339,900 + $24,800 = 
$364,700).
 4.  Since the Caddington 
Avenue home is my principal 
residence and my Assessment 
Notice states that a Home-
stead Application has been 
approved, then the Home-
stead Tax Credit limits the 
taxable assessment (i.e., the 
value of the home that is sub-
ject to the property tax) for 
the 1 July 2023 property tax 
bill to 10 percent more than 
the old market value of my 
home.  The old market value 
was $339,900 + $33,990 (10 
percent of the old market val-
ue) = $373,890, representing 
the maximum taxable assess-
ment of my home for 1 July 
2023, after the Homestead 
Tax Credit is applied.
 5.  The Homestead Tax 
Credit is intended to help 
homeowners who are af-
fected by high assessment 
increases by limiting the an-
nual Taxable Assessment 
increase to 10 percent for 
principal residence homes.  
For my home, one-third of 
the increase in the New Mar-
ket Value is $24,800.  This 
$24,800 added to the old to-

tal market value of my home 
equals $364,700, which is 
the Phased-In Market Value/
Assessment of my home for 
2023.  However, since the 
maximum 2023 taxable as-
sessment of my home under 
the Homestead Tax Credit 
($373,890) is higher than the 
2023 Phased-In Market Val-
ue/Assessment of $364,700, 
then the Homestead Tax 
Credit will not save me any 
money on my 1 July 2023, 
property tax bill.
 If you believe that your 
home’s Total New Market 
Value is incorrect, then you 
can	file	an	appeal	of	the	As-
sessment Notice.  An appeal 
must	be	filed	or	postmarked	
within 45 days of the date of 
the Assessment Notice, or 
by 13 February 2023.  More 
information on real property 
taxation and how to appeal 
your Assessment Notice can 
be found on the back of the 
Notice or at www.montgom-
erycountymd.gov/finance/
taxes or www.dat.maryland.
gov (click on Real Property 
Valuation).
 An earlier newsletter arti-
cle on this subject, titled “Oh, 
Those Taxing Assessments,” 
was published in the Febru-
ary 2008 issue of the North-
wood News and can be found 
at www.nfcca.org/news/
nn200802f.html.
 [Disclaimer:  This article 
is for general information 
only.  It does not constitute 
individual legal or tax advice.  
Consult your tax advisor 
and/or the Maryland State 
Department of Assessments 
and Taxation for advice and 
further information.] 

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/finance/taxes/info.html
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/finance/taxes/info.html
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/finance/taxes/info.html
https://dat.maryland.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://dat.maryland.gov/Pages/default.aspx
nn200802f.html
nn200802f.html
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My Home’s Value Has Increased.  Now What?
By Sarah Dye
 Your house may now have 
the highest assessed value it 
has ever had (see previous 
page).  Congratulations!  You 
have automatically gained 
more equity in your prop-
erty.		Equity	is	the	difference	
between the current market 
value of a property and the 
total debt obligations against 
a property.  Many North Four 
Corners residents bought 
homes in the past when prop-
erty values were worth less 
money.  Equity grows in a 
property if real estate mar-
ket values grow (appreciate) 
over time.  This is exactly 
what has been happening in 
the neighborhood for years, 
and particularly so in the past 
three years.  Ten years ago 
the median value of a home 
in the neighborhood was 
$370,000.  Five years ago it 
was $445,000.  Today the me-
dian price of a home in North 
Four Corners is approximately 
$565,000.
 In addition to equity, you 
may now have a larger amount 
of money you can apply to-
wards a Home Equity Line of 
Credit or HELOC.  This money 
could be used for home reno-
vations (some which may be 
tax	deductible)	or	paying	off	
other debts.  Know that lend-
ers have tightened the reigns 
on equity lending policies 
since the housing bubble 15 
years ago.  Most lenders will 
require you to maintain at 
least 20 percent of the equity 
in your home.
 Do you currently have a 
mortgage?  Are you paying 
private mortgage insurance 
(PMI)?  Perhaps you can get 

rid of this extra payment you 
are making every month.  If 
you	financed	your	home	with	
a conventional loan, and origi-
nally put down less than 20 
percent on the property when 
you purchased it, you may still 
be paying PMI.  If your home 
is now worth more, you may 
have enough equity to cancel 
the PMI.  You will need to 
have your home appraised, as 
that is the proof to the lender 
that your home has actually 
increased in value.  An ap-
praisal costs around $500, 
and lenders have appraisal 
resources.
 You should also check your 
property insurance coverages.  
Do coverages match what 
your home is worth now?  A 
policy based on a lower priced 
home may not cover the cur-
rent value of the home should 
anything happen to it.  An ad-
equate home insurance policy 
will cover the cost to rebuild 
your home should something 
catastrophic happen to it.  Ad-
ditional structures on your 
property, personal items, and 
liability coverages should be 
reviewed as well.  While you’re 
at it, check that auto insur-
ance policy.  Maybe you’ve had 
changes to the amount or loca-
tions you are regularly driving 
to than you had in the past.
 Now, unfortunately, prop-
erty taxes are based on the 
value of your property.  When 
property values increase, your 
property taxes will increase as 
well.  The Maryland Depart-
ment of Assessments and Tax-
ation does provide tax relief 
programs that eligible hom-
eowners may qualify for.  Visit 
https://dat.maryland.gov/

Pages/Tax-Credit-Programs.
aspx to learn more.
 Generally, it’s a positive 
sign when home values in-
crease in a neighborhood.  In 
addition to greater equity for 
current homeowners, people 
looking to sell a home can 
make	a	profit.		Most	of	all,	it	
shows that our North Four 
Corners neighborhood is a 
place people want to be a part 
of and call home. 

County Rec 
Centers are 
Free in 2023
By Frances Spiegel
 Looking for an indoor 
place to do some walking this 
winter?  Look no further than 
the Wheaton Recreation Cen-
ter (at Georgia and Arcola Av-
enues).  Housed in the same 
building as the Library, the 
Wheaton Rec Center features 
an exercise room, a gymna-
sium, a game room, and an 
indoor track.
 Better yet, in 2023 County 
Rec Center passes are free 
for all Montgomery County 
residents.		Just	fill	out	a	regis-
tration form, show your proof 
of residency in Montgomery 
County, and they will give you 
a membership card good for 
all County Rec centers (aquat-
ic facilities are not included).  
If you have an out-of-town 
visitor, monthly passes may 
be purchased for $20. 

Wheaton Library and
Recreation Center

11701 Georgia Avenue
240.777.0678

https://dat.maryland.gov/Pages/Tax-Credit-Programs.aspx
https://dat.maryland.gov/Pages/Tax-Credit-Programs.aspx
https://dat.maryland.gov/Pages/Tax-Credit-Programs.aspx
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Can’t wait to pay 
my civic association 

dues, Ghillie!  I 
always feel good
       about it.

Hey, Barkley!
What’s

the rush?

Paid Members by Street as of 23 January 2023
Belton Rd./Ct. (6 out of 48, 12%)
107, 109, 201, 303, 308, 313

Caddington Ave. (11/83, 13%)
810, 901, 909, 912, 913, 1113, 1125, 
1203, 1209, 1303, 1308

Cavalier Drive/Ct. (7/53, 13%)
302, 303, 10600, 10603, 10607, 
10703, 10704

Chiswell Lane (3/39, 7%)
1019, 1023, 1118

Colesville Rd. (0/22, 0%)

Dennis Ave./Ct. (4/40, 10%)
311, 409, 500, 510

Eastwood Ave. (8/54, 14%)
10310, 10425, 10427, 10429, 10619, 
10620, 10706, 10711

Edgewood Ave. (15/72, 20%)
10209, 10212, 10213, 10216, 10304, 
10306, 10400, 10404, 10508, 10512, 
10607, 10610, 10706, 10707, 10712

Eisner Street (4/32, 12%)
404, 412, 413, 505

Foxglove Lane (1/4, 25%)
11108

Glenwild Rd./Ct. (8/33, 24%)
10606, 10610, 10611, 10619, 10620, 
10702, 10711, 10713

Hannes Street/Ct. (10/104, 9%)
100, 104, 202, 229, 236, 326, 403, 
410, 10904, 10908

Irwin Street (3/31, 9%)
314, 405, 411

Kerwin Rd./Ct. (3/42, 7%)
139, 407, 410

Kinsman View Circle (5/83, 6%)
5, 39, 45, 135, 139

Ladson Rd. (3/18, 16%)
303, 305, 315

Lockridge Drive (6/31, 19%)
10600, 10602, 10603, 10607, 10703, 
10706

Lombardy Rd./Ct. (11/88, 12%)
10625, 10900, 10901, 10904, 10905, 
10911, 11013, 11019, 11101, 11108, 11201

Lorain Ave. (5/22, 22%)
10205, 10207, 10209, 10211, 10214

Loxford Terrace (6/135, 4%)
813, 826, 907, 920, 928, 1144

Malta Lane (2/45, 4%)
813, 814

Margate Rd. (21/50, 42%)
10608, 10610, 10611, 10612, 10613, 
10614, 10615, 10701, 10703, 10709, 
10711, 10801, 10808, 10811, 10812, 
10822, 10823, 10827, 10828, 10829, 
10831

Marvin Rd. (2/18, 11%)
300, 304

Mountain Quail Rd. (6/23, 26%)
10402, 10407, 10408, 10420, 10426, 
10428

Northwood Ave. (2/13, 15%)
104, 123

Ordway Drive (3/26, 11%)
10603, 10608, 10702

Pinewood Ave. (3/13, 23%)
317, 319, 320

Playford Lane (0/31, 0%)

Royalton Rd./Ct. (2/31, 6%)
405, 418

Snowy Owl Drive (9/23, 39%)
100, 103, 107, 113, 117, 119, 121, 122, 
125

Southwood Ave. (5/21, 23%)
110, 114, 115, 116, 136

Sutherland Rd. (5/31, 16%)
10145, 10150, 10205, 10209, 10213

Thistle Drive/Ct. (4/22, 18%)
211, 212, 215, 220

Timberwood Ave. (2/25, 8%)
303, 317

University Blvd. W. (2/163, 1%)
321 [The Oaks:  Apt. 136], 707

Whittington Terr. (1/15, 6%)
804

Woodridge Ave. (6/13, 46%)
107, 111, 115, 119, 120, 130

Totals 194 out of 1,605, 12%

You can support the NFCCA by pay-
ing your $15/house dues online at 
www.nfcca.org/join.html. 

https://www.nfcca.org/join.html
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Let’s make a 
plan for
2023! 

Considering making a move this 
year? It’s never too early to start 
preparing for the sale or purchase
of your home. Let us help you take 
that first step forward!

Constant Support 

For every question you have we are 
here with clear answers and 
consistent guidance. As a team of 
seasoned negotiators and marketing 
experts we provide hands-on support 
and help you get the best return on 
your property with a streamlined 
experience. 

Natalie Perez
Realtor® 
M: 301.674.1581 
O: 301.304.8444 
natalie.perez@compass.com

The top five questions our clients 
are asking:

Is it a buyers or sellers market?
What improvements are going 
to help sell my house for top 
dollar?
How are interest rates 
affecting the market?
What is a buy down?
When is the best time of the 
year to buy or sell?

Want answers? Let’s chat!

Let’s discuss your real estate goals!

Susan Kirn
Realtor® 
M: 443.465.2912 
O: 301.304.8444 
susan.kirn@compass.com

Compass is a licensed real estate broker, licensed to do business as Compass RE in
Delaware, Idaho, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Tennessee, Compass Realty Group in
Kansas and Missouri, Compass South Carolina, LLC in South Carolina, and Compass
Real Estate in Washington, DC., Idaho and Wyoming and abides by Equal Housing
Opportunity laws.

mailto:natalie.perez%40compass.com?subject=Your%20Ad%20in%20the%20%22North%20Four%20Corners%20News%22
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Mink, Johnson 
to Speak 8 Feb.
 Two speakers are sched-
uled for NFCCA’s 8 Febru-
ary meeting.  First, speaking 
7:30 to 8:10 only, is Kristin 
Mink, who was elected in No-
vember to serve on the County 
Council for (our) District 5, 
taking	office	last	month.
 Mink serves on the Educa-
tion and Culture Committee 
(issues relating to schools, lit-
eracy, the arts, and libraries) 
and the Public Safety Com-
mittee (covering the police 
department,	courts,	fire	and	
rescue services, homeland 
security, animal control, and 
consumer protection).
 Second up is Larissa 
Johnson, residential energy 
program manager for the 
energy, climate, and compli-
ance division of the County 
Department of Environmental 
Protection.  Her presentation 
discussing the programs of 
the Montgomery Energy Con-
nection will be from 8:15 to 
8:45	p.m.		We’ll	find	out	ways	
to save money on energy costs 
by reducing energy usage in 
our homes.
 Johnson will also hold 
a light bulb exchange, so 
bring your old incandescent 
and used CFL lightbulbs to 
exchange them for energy-
efficient	LED	bulbs.	 

 Time once again for a a 
neighborhood	effort	to	cut	
the nonnative, invasive vines 
(especially English ivy and 
porcelainberry) on the creek 
on Lockridge Drive.
 This will take place Sat-
urday, 25 February 2023 (1-3 
p.m.); rain date Sunday, 26 
February (1-3 p.m.).  We’ll 
meet at the bandalong trash 
trap (Lockridge Drive and Bel-
ton Road) at 1 p.m. and work 
our way to Dennis Avenue.
 An orientation to demon-
strate and explain everything 
to do before we start cutting 
starts promptly at 1 p.m.  It’s 
cold this time of year, but it’s 
best to start cutting before 
all the plants turn green and 
bushy again.  That will make 
it easier to access and identify 
our target species.  Come join 
us, meet neighbors, and help 
save our trees!
 This event is meant for 
everyone, although it’s geared 
towards adults and older 
children.  Some sections of 

Lockridge Creek Cleanup 25 Feb.
Lockridge are quite steep and 
we’ll be using sharp tools to 
cut plants.  All children 16 and 
younger must be accompanied 
by an adult; this is not a drop-
off	event.		Please	remember,	
we are all volunteers and 
we’re all in this together!
 Wear long pants that cov-
er your ankles, long sleeves, 
and sturdy, closed-toed shoes 
or boots.  Dress for the weath-
er; it will be chilly.  Wear 
gloves!  Bring loppers and/
or hand pruners if you have 
them; a few tools will also be 
made available.  No power 
tools or machetes are allowed.  
Please bring water to drink.
 This event will be super-
vised by Corinne Stephens 
(Thistle Drive), weed warrior 
volunteer coordinator for 
Montgomery Parks/M-NC 
Park and Planning Comm.
 If you have questions, 
email Corinne at corinne.lack-
ner at gmail dot com.  Note: 
we are all volunteers and this 
activity is at your own risk. 

Ruan Thai Restaurant in Wheaton
By Julie Whitcomb
 Ruan Thai Restaurant is a 
family-owned and -operated 
business that opened in 1998 
in Wheaton.  It is located at 
11407 Amherst Avenue and 
serves authentic Thai cuisine.  
You can dine-in or order take 
out.
 Ruan Thai was given na-
tional attention when it was 
mentioned in Bon Appétit 
magazine on a list of recom-
mended restaurants.
 Amiel Stanek wrote in his 
article on 5 January 2022,  
“Fried dishes are especially 

standout at this 24-year-old 
Wheaton, Maryland, institu-
tion.  Start with the Yum Wa-
tercress—tangles of battered 
greens tossed with crispy 
bits of seafood and hand-
fuls of herbs.  You’d be wise 
to center a meal around the 
whole	fried	flounder	bathed	
in Thai-basil-perfumed lard 
prik sauce, with plenty of 
sticky rice on the side for 
scooping.”
 Support a local small 
neighborhood business and 
enjoy lunch or dinner from 
Ruan Thai! New Councilmember Mink
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Emona Kraja, DDS &
Randeep Sidhu, DDS

Hello Neighbors!

We are a small, friendly dental practice with
an all-star team on a mission to improve our
patients’ health through superior dental care.

Our goal is to make a difference in your lives
and well-being.

Previously the office of Dr. David Liebeskind,
our practice and staff have been taking care

of the dental needs of the greater Silver
Spring community for over 35 years.

Come see us!

12510 PROSPERITY DRIVE, #220
SILVER SPRING, MD 20904

WWW.KSDENTAL.COM

301.495.9222

Flexible Schedule:
  •  Weekly
  •  Bi-Weekly
  •  Tri-Weekly
  •  MonThly

SPeCiAl ProJeCTS:
  •  one-TiMe CleAning
  •  Move in
  •  Move ouT

no More STreSS
no More heAdACheS 

reSidenTiAl ServiCeS
QuAliTy CleAning

exCellenT refrenCeS
MondAy To SATurdAy

fiTS your SChedule
reASonABle PriCeS

reliABle
free eSTiMATeS

AnA’s
Housekeeping services

9709 Belvedere Place  •  Silver Spring
240-353-6751

liCenSed  •  Bonded  •  inSured

https://www.ksdental.com/
http://www.anashousekeepingservices.com/


11North four corners News  february 2023

Council Takes on 
Leaf Blower Bill
 On 13 February, the 
Transportation and Envi-
ronment Committee of the 
Montgomery County Council 
will consider amendments to 
Bill 18-22, dealing with Noise 
Control and Leaf Removal.
 The bill would prohibit the 
sale of a combustion-engine-
powered leaf blower or leaf 
vacuum six months after the 
legislation is enacted, and 
prohibit their use a year after.
 Reimbursements for ex-
changing such equipment is 
included in the legislation. 

The del real deal

By Carlos del Real
 [The following are mes-
sages sent through the neigh-
borhood listserv.  They have 
been enjoyed so much there 
that I’ve asked permission of 
the author to include them in 
the newsletter.  –Editor.]

12 January 2023
Some Advice Please
 Let’s say that I want to 
replace a 40-watt bulb.  How 
many lumens is that?  And 
what color temperature 
should I look for?  And while 
we’re talking, how about the 
sockets, they’re not all the 
same anymore?  Oh, and the 
volts, God, what about the 
volts?  But wait, do you rec-
ommend LED because I no-
ticed that they sort of strobe 
real fast.  Going brrrip brrrip 
brrrip all the time, and that 
can’t be good, can it?  How 
about	those	twirly	fluorescent	
ones, aren’t they full of toxic 

stuff,	mercury	and	beryllium	
and such?  Then there are the 
halon and neon and xenon 
ones.  So so bright, like laser 
beams!  I don’t trust them, 
the names sound like termi-
nator robots or something.  
Plus, those cost twelve times 
as much and, no, they don’t 
last forever.  I bought some 
random ones and I looked all 
greenish and sickly, scared 
myself in the mirror.  So get 
back to me, okay?

18 December 2022
Little Libraries
 It was a rare week when 
I didn’t stop in to wander the 
stacks of my old library for 
the joy of stumbling across a 
gem of a book.  Lately though, 
I have not had the same in-
clination.  I think it’s the size 
of these new libraries and the 
heavy emphasis on technol-
ogy.  Oh, and the basketball 
courts and cafés leave me 

nonplussed.  So, I now rely on 
our neighborhood “Little Li-
brary.”
 I must report that the 
books are not the cream of the 
crop, no Pulitzer or Booker 
Prize winners here.  These 
are books that have been 
evicted, after all.  They are the 
homeless, the wretched re-
fuse yearning to be read free.  
(Apologies to Emma Lazarus 
for	mangling	her	fine	poem.)		
Yet, I am a returning custom-
er, so they must be a decent 
substitute.
 A goodhearted friend, just 
yesterday, repainted one that 
had	been	graffitied.		Thank	
you, Elizabeth!  It takes a 
dark heart to vandalize a “Lit-
tle Library” and a warm heart 
to	fix	it.
 No need to notify the “Little 
Police Station.”  Not quite yet.

 [Carlos del Real lives on 
Margate Road.] 

RainScapes Rebate Portal Open
 The RainScapes Rebate 
Program application portal 
of Montgomery County’s De-
partment of Environmental 
Protection will reopen on 
Wednesday, 1 February.  The 
portal will have information 
on installing a RainScapes 
landscape	and	will	offer	guid-
ance on selecting the right 
type of project to get started.  
However, the portal will only 
be open through 31 March.
 A RainScape is a land-
scape or design technique that 
helps reduce stormwater run-
off	from	individual	properties.		
These include:

   rain gardens,
   conservation landscapes,
   green roofs,
   water harvesting,
   permeable pavement, and
   pavement removal.
RainScapes can be installed 
on any kind of property, but 
those on private residential, 
institutional, or commercial 
properties may be eligible for 
financial	assistance.		Rebates	
for projects on residential 
properties could be eligible 
for rebates up to $7,500. See 
https://www.montgomery-
countymd.gov/water/rain-
scapes/about.html. 

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/water/rainscapes/about.html
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/water/rainscapes/about.html
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/water/rainscapes/about.html


12 february 2023  North four corners News

From a multi-phased plan to eye-catching marketing materials, I’ll
list your home right to help you get a better offer, faster. Here’s how:

High-quality listing photos plus social media 
marketing.

A picture speaks a thousand words. I’ll make 
sure your listing photos say the right message to 
buyers. I work with top photographers to capture 
your home in the best light and make the right 
impression. Plus, using cutting edge tools I can 
drive interest with beautiful marketing materials 
from digital ads to attention-grabbing signs.

Compass Real Estate is a licensed real estate broker. All material is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable
but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to the accuracy of any
description or measurements (including square footage). This is not intended to solicit property already listed. No financial or legal advice provided. Equal
Housing Opportunity. Photos may be virtually staged or digitally enhanced and may not reflect actual property conditions.

Dina Thomas

REALTOR® 
M: 973.809.1454 
O: 202.386.6330 
dina.thomas@compass.com

Get in touch today!

A marketing plan that’s
as unique as your home.

I’ll list your home with a customized plan 
that meets your needs and your ideal 
timeline. Pre-marketing efforts will set your 
launch up for success, and in-market 
monitoring will allow us to optimize efforts 
based on early feedback and responses.

How to market 
your home 
with impact.
As a neighborhood expert, I can 
provide a marketing strategy that will 
bring you high-intent buyers.

Agent—Not an Algorithm

In real estate, relationships are 
everything. So forgo the impersonal 
instant buyers, and opt for an agent that 
lives in your neighborhood and knows our 
value. Our local knowledge and 
connections means your home is priced 
right and gets maximum exposure.

mailto:dina.thomas%40compass.com?subject=Your%20Ad%20in%20the%20%22North%20Four%20Corners%20News%22

