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The Northwood News Welcomes Photographs ............................................ 3
If you have taken any photos of our neighborhood—beautiful 
gardens, interesting displays, creative decorations—including 
the Northwest Branch and its trail or the businesses or changes 
within Four Corners, we may be interested in publishing.

The Problem with Unleashed Dogs in North Four Corners ............................ 4
Is our neighborhood going to the dogs?  Karen Devitt offers 
some of the actions we can take to curb the problem.

‘Nurturing Nature’:  The Cicadas are Coming! ............................................ 6
Can they harm your plants or your pets?  Are they at least ... 
tasty?  Our neighborhood naturalist, Jennifer McGuire Cox, 
explains the once-every-17-years phenomenon.

‘For Your Awareness’:  Beware of COVID Scams .......................................... 9
There are always swindlers ready with a new plan to prey on 
our fears and vulnerabilities, but these pandmic schemes could 
cost you your life.  Our neighbor in federal law enforcement tells 
what to look out for so we’re not hoodwinked.

Little Free Pantries ................................................... 10
They’re like Little Free Libraries, but for food.  
They may be large (as at left) or the size of LFLs.

MoCo Installs Traffic Calming, Safety Measures ......... 11
If you’ve been wondering about the flexposts at 
intersections along Dennis Avenue, they’re part 
of the County’s ‘Vision Zero’ program.

Not Sure If Your NFCCA Membership is Current? ...................................... 12
Here’s a list of members, street by street, as of press time.  (You 
needn’t be a member to participate in the April meeting!)

How Would You Describe Your Personality? .............................................. 13
A graphic of ‘the four temperaments’ may help you decode (and 
tolerate) others around you—and yourself.

Things to Consider Before Selling to a Home ‘Flipper’ ............................... 14
You could realize literally hundreds of thousands of dollars 
more when you sell your home using a licensed realtor.  Read 
what both flippers and realtors have to say about the process.
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Next Meeting on 
Zoom, 14 April
 The next meeting of the 
Northwood-Four Corners Civ-
ic Association will be held on 
Wednesday, 14 April 2021, at 
7:30 p.m.  The meeting will 
be held virtually.
 To find the access codes for 
the online meeting, go to the 
NFCCA website at www.nfcca.
org; the codes will be posted 
the week of the meeting.
 Our guest speaker—Re-
emberto Rodriguez, Director 
of the Silver Spring Regional 
Center for the Montgomery 
County Government—will 
discuss the Silver Spring Sec-
tor Plan and commercial va-
cancies in the Four Corners 
neighborhood.
 All residents of the North-
wood-Four Corners-Forest 
Knolls area are invited to at-
tend and express their views.  
Only paid members of the 
NFCCA are eligible to vote. n
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 The next civic association meeting will be by 
Zoom on Wednesday, 14 April 2021, starting at 7:30 
p.m.  Until the pandemic is over, and it is safe to resume in-
person meetings, NFCCA will continue to conduct its meet-
ings remotely, via Zoom.  Prior to the 14 April meeting, the 
Zoom link will be publicized via the NFCCA Groups.io neigh-
borhood listserv and Next Door/Northwood-Four Corners, 
and will be available on the NFCCA website at nfcca.org.  All 
residents of the Northwood-Four Corners-Forest Knolls area 
are encouraged to attend this virtual meeting.  If you are not 
a member of the NFCCA, please pay your dues (only $10 per 
household, per year) to support civic association activities, 
including this newsletter.  (See page 12 to check your status.)
 NFCCA’s April meeting speaker will be Reemberto Ro-
driguez, Director of the Silver Spring Regional Center of the 
Montgomery County Government.  Mr. Rodriguez will dis-
cuss the Silver Spring Sector Plan, commercial vacancies in 
the Four Corners neighborhood, and other issues affecting 
our area.
 At its February meeting, the NFCCA heard from Delegate 
Vaughn Stewart, who reported on developments in the 2021 
session of the Maryland General Assembly.  This year, the 
Maryland General Assembly is largely operating remotely, 
with committee hearings and floor proceedings livestreamed 
on the Maryland General Assembly website.  Delegate Stew-
art also updated the group on COVID-19 vaccine distribu-
tion.
 The NFCCA also heard from Sonya Dowhaluk about the 
“Buy Nothing-Four Corners Silver Spring” Facebook group.  
The Buy Nothing project offers neighbors a way to give and 
receive, share, lend, and express gratitude for gifted goods 
and services.
 We are now more than one year into the pandemic.  Al-
though, in many ways, I enjoy the slower pace of life, I am 
relieved to be vaccinated against COVID-19.  Earlier eligibil-
ity for the vaccine is one of the few benefits of turning age 
65!
 If you are still searching for vaccine information, the first 
place to start is the Montgomery County Government CO-
VID-19 Information Portal at https://www.montgomery-
countymd.gov/covid19/vaccine.  The County’s COVID-19 
Information Portal includes information about Montgomery 
County Department of Health vaccine clinics, as well as 
for vaccine clinics run by local hospitals, pharmacies, and 
Maryland’s mass-vaccination sites.  For those who have been 
frustrated in trying to obtain a vaccine appointment, there is 
help available.  A Facebook group known as Maryland Vac-
cine Hunters has volunteers who assist eligible individuals 
with finding and signing up for vaccine appointments.  There 
also is a website, Vaccine Spotter, which searches pharmacy 

 Northwood News is pub-
lished by the Northwood-Four 
Corners Civic Association.  
The NFCCA represents the 
~1,485 households in the area 
bounded by Coles ville Rd. 
(Rte. 29), University Blvd. 
(Rte. 193), Caddington Ave., 
and the Northwest Branch.
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Communicate 
With Neighbors
NFCCA Listserv
To join:
  nfcca+subscribe@groups.io
 [add “un” to unsubscribe]
To send messages to group:
 nfcca@groups.io

Nextdoor/Northwood-Four Corners
https://nextdoor.com; enter 
your street address; choose 
“Northwood-Four Corners.”

Twitter:  @NFCCAMoCo
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 /nfccamoco
Park [on FB]:  NFCCAPark n

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/covid19/vaccine
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/covid19/vaccine
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chains for appointment avail-
ability.
 With lowering coronavirus 
caseloads, schools, restau-
rants, and shops are reopen-
ing with fewer restrictions.  
Families are beginning to plan 
vacation travel for this sum-
mer and beyond.  All of us 
know of many restaurants and 
other businesses that have 
closed during the pandemic.  
If you are financially able to 
do so, patronize local restau-
rants or order takeout food 
and drink.  I am ready for 
libraries to reopen, but, in the 
meantime, the Montgomery 
County Public Libraries of-
fer “holds to go.”  And we are 
lucky to have walking trails 
and gardens nearby, includ-

ing Northwest Branch Trail, 
Sligo Creek Hiker-Biker Trail, 
and Brookside Gardens.  So, 
remember to mask-up (even if 
you are vaccinated) and prac-
tice social distancing, but also 
to take time to smell the flow-
ers.
 I had thought the quote 
about stopping and smelling 
the flowers (roses) was from 
some famous poet—Tennyson, 
Byron, or maybe Shakespeare.  
But I was wrong.  It was golfer 
Walter Hagen who wrote it in 
his 1956 book, “The Walter 
Hagen Story.”  The quote is:  
“You’re only here for a short 
visit.  Don’t hurry.  Don’t wor-
ry.  And be sure to smell the 
flowers along the way.”

—Linda Perlman

The Board of Directors for the 
Northwood-Four Corners Civic 
Association serves for one year 
and meets every month except 
July and August.  Current officers 
(until October 2021) are:

President
Linda Perlman
1203 Caddington Avenue
301.681.3735
president at nfcca dot org

Vice President
Edward Levy
212 Thistle Court
240.988.8200
veep at nfcca dot org

Treasurer
Sondra Katz
10905 Lombardy Road
301.593.4542
treasurer at nfcca dot org

Secretary
Robin Loube
10601 Cavalier Drive
301.681.4987
secretary at nfcca dot org

At Large
Sharon Canavan
10213 Edgewood Avenue
301.593.0487
sharon at nfcca dot org

Julie Whitcomb
1019 Chiswell Lane
301.509.5534
julie at nfcca dot org

Karen Williams
100 Snowy Owl Drive
301.346.7815
karen at nfcca dot org

‘Raffle Lady’
Fiona Morrissey
10301 Edgewood Avenue
301.593.4026
fiona at nfcca dot org

Immediate Past President
Samantha Jones
10702 Glenwild Road
301.395.2722
ipp at nfcca dot org
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 If you’ve taken photo-
graphs in our neighbor-
hood—including areas along 
the Northwest Branch, some 
interesting decoration at your 

own or another house, or even 
your own garden in bloom—
we might print it in the news-
letter.  Contact the Editor 
(page 2) for details. n
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The Problem with Unleashed Dogs in North 4 Corners
By Karen Devitt
 Our neighborhood is gift-
ed with a tremendous natu-
ral resource, the Northwest 
Branch Trail.  The pandemic 
has increased the popularity 
of this trail (along with other 
green spaces) and, now that 
spring is here, public use has 
really picked up.
 According to the “All 
Trails” website, “the North-
west Branch Trail is a 7.4-
mile, heavily trafficked, 
out-and-back trail located 
near Silver Spring, Maryland, 
that features a river and is 
good for all skill levels.  The 
trail is primarily used for hik-
ing, walking, nature trips, and 
birding and is accessible year-
round.  Dogs are also able to 
use this trail but must be kept 
on leash.”  The trail is part of 
the Rachel Carson Greenway 
and the Anacostia Tributary 
Trail System.
 A recent walk revealed 
such wonders as the vernal 
pond with the cacophonous 
symphony of mating frogs, 
geese flying overhead, ducks 
calmly floating by.  In times 
past, I have seen beavers, 
owls, deer, chipmunks, squir-
rels, and great blue herons.  
Oh, and of course, dogs.  Big 
dogs, little dogs, old dogs, 
young puppies, friendly dogs, 
not-so friendly dogs, leashed 
dogs, unleashed dogs.  Nature 
abounds.
 In spite of posted signs and 
laws on the books in Mont-
gomery County, the majority 
of dogs I see on my walks are 
unleashed.  What gives?

Value in Leashing Your Dog
 There is value in leashing 

your dog, which is why the 
law is so clear.  Leashing re-
duces:  (1) the danger of bodi-
ly harm to people and other 
dogs; (2) the intimidation 
some people feel being around 
and approached by unleashed 
dogs, which deters and cur-
tails their use of the outdoor 
space; and (3) the emotional 
distress caused to some dogs 
who can be freaked out when 
approached by another dog.  
Dogs react instinctively, no 
matter how well-trained.  It’s 
their nature.
 Unleashed dogs can also 
be a threat to wildlife.  And 
when an unleashed dog poops 
in the woods, who is there to 
pick it up?
 I know people who won’t 
visit the park because of the 
dogs, and I’ve heard first-
hand and read numerous 
stories of injury and trauma 
due to dog-on-dog and dog-
on-human altercations.
 Recently, there has been 

quite a bit of chatter on the 
local forums (NextDoor and 
both NFCCA and Takoma 
Park groups.io listservs) 
about the issue of unleashed 
dogs.  Dog owners who leash 
their dogs may often feel they 
cannot control the dog when 
approached by an unleashed 
dog.  “Reactive dogs” can be 
spooked by other dogs.
 Long-time North Four 
Corners resident Cait James 
recalled for me her difficulty 
in trying to restrain her rather 
large dog who has become 
agitated when approached by 
unleashed dogs.  According to 
Cait, “I would just call out to 
someone with an off-leash dog 
and ask them to put the leash 
on so my dog wouldn’t pull, 
and, in my experience, people 
have always been responsive 
to that request—if they had 
time to leash the dog before it 
reached us.”

What Can We Do?
 It is my hope in writing 
this article that the situation 
might improve, allowing peo-
ple, and especially children, 
who have been deterred from 
using the park, to feel safer.  
The accepted norm (by other-
wise law-abiding friends and 
neighbors) is to allow dogs to 
be unleashed, in spite of the 
law.
 The dog owners I talked 
with love their dogs and 
consider them a part of the 
family.  Some, such as my 
friend I.C., had very good 
suggestions, one being that 
Montgomery County invest in 
more, and better, dog parks.  
There are currently two dog 

This sign appears on Lock-
ridge Drive at the entrance to 
the Northwest Branch Trail.
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(continued on page 5)
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parks nearby:  Ellsworth Ur-
ban Dog Park in Silver Spring, 
and Wheaton Regional Dog 
Park in Wheaton.
 Another dog-lover friend 
of mine, K.R., is a proponent of 
having some off-leash time on 
the Rachel Carson Greenway 
Trail, preferably in the early 
a.m. when it is less crowded.  
She also reports that, on her 
walks in Sligo Creek, most 
dogs she sees are leashed.  
More signage throughout the 
park was suggested as one way 
to raise awareness.  There is 
currently a sign at the entrance 
to the park on Lockridge Drive 
(seen on previous page).
 For detailed coverage of 
Montgomery County Leash 
Laws, visit the Montgomery 
County website, and check out 
two excellent articles in the 
archives of the Northwood 
News.  The first, from Feb-
ruary 2006, is entitled “All 
Dogs, Cats Must be Leashed 
in Public” by Beth Ginter and 
Jacquie Bokow.  The new law, 
which became effective 27 De-
cember 2005, states that “an 
owner must not allow a dog 
or unaltered cat to be at large” 
(Section 5-203).”  Some pretty 
hefty fines are threatened, but 
not enforced enough to be a 
deterrent (in my opinion).
 From the April 2017 is-
sue, “Montgomery County Pet 
Leash and Scooping Laws,” 
author Sam Salisbury-Jones 
ends on an optimistic note:  
“When neighbors abide by 
pet laws, everyone—creatures 
included—can better enjoy 
the warmer weather and our 

beautiful community.”
 Like most municipalities, 
MNCPPC (Maryland-National 
Capital Parks and Planning 
Commission) works to achieve 
a balance between the “de-
mand for recreation with the 
need for conservation.”  There 
has been much research on 
dogs in public parks and the 
negative impact on the en-
vironment and wildlife.  In 
one article I read, entitled 
“Impacts of Dogs on Wild-
life and Water Quality,”* the 
author states, “The evidence 
that dogs negatively impact 
wildlife is overwhelming.  It is 
clear that people with dogs—
on leash or off—are much 
more detrimental to wildlife 
than people without dogs.”

The Way Forward
 Here are two things I have 
started doing:  (1) when I see 
a person walking a leashed 
dog, I thank them for leashing 
their dog.  (2) When I see a 
person walking an unleashed 
dog, I ask them to please leash 
their dog.  I remind them that 
it is the law.  If they then leash 
their dog, I thank them.
 I recently came across a 
phrase that I had never heard 
before.  In a Washington Post 
column helping to explain 
why New Zealand has dealt so 
well with the pandemic, the 
writers noted the indigeneous 

Maori custom behind New 
Zealand’s COVID-19 response.  
The custom is Manaakitanga 
and it is now taught in New 
Zealand schools.  It holds 
that “others have importance 
equal to and even greater than 
one’s own.”  Manaakitanga is 
about understanding the pow-
er of the collective.  The Maori 
proverb “He waka eke noa” 
expresses these sentiments: 
“We are all in this canoe to-
gether.”**
 Happy Spring and Happy 
Canoeing!

An Aside
 Our neighborhood has a 
long and distinguished history 
of honoring its pets.  Check 
out the Northwood News 
from December 2020 to read 
about the first Annual House 
Decorating and Pet Costume 
Contest.  The Pet Costume 
Contest had 25 entries!  By 
searching on “Pitting of the 
Pooches,” you can read about 
this highly successful event, 
which ran from 2008 to 2013.   

* Impacts of Dogs on Wildlife 
and Water Quality, Technical 
Report, Lori Hennings, Met-
ropolitan Regional Govern-
ment, Portland, Oregon, April 
2016.
** See The Washington Post 
Global Opinion column from 
11 March 2021 by Matthew 
Milner and Richard Ngata en-
titled, “The Indigenous Cus-
tom Behind New Zealand’s 
COVID-19 Response.”  If you 
would like to read the column 
but don’t subscribe to The 
Post, let me know.
 [Devitt is a long-time resi-
dent of Cavalier Drive.] n

Unleashed Dogs

MAY YOU LIVE IN INTERESTING TIMES  -  ANCIENT CHINESE CURSE

(continued from page 4)
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nurturing nature

(continued on page 7)

The Cicadas are Coming!
By Jennifer McGuire Cox
 Brood X, that once-in-a-
17-year group of cicadas that 
stoke fear in some and excite-
ment and intrigue in others, 
is coming to our area this 
May and June.  Be prepared 
by learning more about what 
they are, their lifecycle, and 
what you need to do to pre-
pare!

What are Cicadas?
 Cicadas are insects that 
are probably best known for 
the loud calls made by most 
male cicadas in the summer 
months.  These sounds, which 
are used to attract females for 
mating, are made by vibrating 
membranes found on their 
sides, beneath their wings.  
These calls are said to be so 
loud that they rival the sounds 
of some jet engines.  They’re 
also quite large by most insect 
standards, with a body length 
of roughly an inch and a wing-
span of three inches.  While 
cicadas are found worldwide, 
periodical cicadas—those that 
emerge en masse—only occur 
in North America.

Different Cicadas:  Dog Day vs. 
Periodical 
 There are two types of 
cicadas in our area:  the “dog 
day” or annual cicadas that we 
hear every summer, and the 
periodical cicadas, or Brood 
X, that only emerge every 17 
years.  Both types start out in 
the ground and spend years 
as nymphs (young/immature 
insects), sucking on nutrients 
from plant roots for energy.

 The length of how long 
they stay underground is one 
big difference between the 
two.  For “dog day” cicadas, 
they stay underground for 
two to eight years, and have a 
staggered emergence so they 
appear to us annually.  The 
periodical cicadas usually stay 
underground for 17 years and 
emerge all at once.
 The timing of their emer-
gence and appearance are dif-
ferent as well.  Dog day adults 
appear later, late July through 
mid-August, while periodi-
cal cicadas emerge mid-May 
through June.  Dog day cica-
das are also greenish in color, 
whereas periodicals have red 
eyes and orange wing vena-
tion [veins].

The Lifecycle of a Periodical Cicada
 Periodical cicada nymphs 
begin to burrow tunnels to-
ward the surface when soil 
temperatures reach 64 de-
grees F.  When they break 
through to the top, the cica-
das will climb to the nearest 
vertical surface, such as a 
tree or fence, and begin their 
metamorphosis.  Their old 
outer skin, also known as an 
exoskeleton, is shed, and what 
emerges from its remains is 
an adult cicada with newly 
formed wings.  The cicadas 
stay on this vertical surface 
for some time, allowing grav-
ity to aid them as fluid is 
pumped into their wings and 
their skin hardens.
 Once this process is com-
plete, cicadas will usually 
spend their brief adult lives, 

only about six weeks in total, 
in trees looking for a mate.  
The males will sing, females 
will respond, and mating 
begins.  Females will then 
deposit their eggs in thin tree 
branches, the eggs will hatch 
six to ten weeks later, termite-
looking young emerge, and 
then these young fall to the 
ground, burrowing into the 
soil and starting the process 
all over again.

Why Every 17 Years?
 Why do our local peri-
odical cicadas come out all at 
once anyway, and why every 
17 years?  This commonly 
timed emergence, or syn-
chrony, is a survival strategy.  
Cicadas don’t have any real 
natural defenses.  They don’t 
have stingers to defend them-
selves with, they’re not toxic, 
and they don’t even move fast.  
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(continued from page 6)

By emerging all at once, they 
overwhelm predators.  Sure, 
some will be eaten, but their 
sheer numbers are just too 
many for predators to eat.  
This ensures that a large num-
ber survive.  It also guarantees 
a greater selection of mates.
 Sometimes, however, not 
every cicada gets this message 
and some might appear in an 
off-year.  These stragglers can 
emerge four years early or 
four years late from the rest of 
their brood.  It is believed that 
it was accelerations of growth 
by these stragglers that even-
tually caused new broods of 
cicadas to develop over time.  
Currently, 15 broods are ac-
tive in the eastern and central 
United States, all in cycles 
of 13 or 17 years.  Having a 
prime number of 13 or 17 is 
less likely to result in cicada 
broods overlapping with each 
other and to reduce the likeli-
hood of further synchrony.

Are They Harmless to Plants?
 While cicadas can’t sting 
or bite you, they can do dam-
age to small trees and shrubs 
due to their egg laying habits, 
especially those planted in the 
last few years.  Female cicadas 
use a long, thin appendage 
at the tip of their abdomen, 
called an ovipositor, to gouge 
a series of holes into the twig-
like branches of trees.  In 
these holes, the females will 
lay their eggs.  While they 
might occasionally feed on 
the fluid found in these young 
twigs, they do not bother the 
leaves and otherwise leave the 
plant alone.
 While mature trees are 

able to sustain such damage, 
young trees and saplings, 
whose crown consists mostly 
of these thin branches, often 
cannot, and either will have 
their growth stunted or they 
could possibly die.  As a re-
sult, experts recommend that 
those with trees on their prop-
erties planted in the last two 
to three years consider cover-
ing them during the cicada 
emergence with a 3/8" wide 
mesh netting.  This is small 
enough to prevent cicadas 
from getting into the crown of 
the tree to lay their eggs but 
large enough to allow other 
beneficial insects and pollina-
tors access.  Tulle can also be 
used as another in case mesh 
netting cannot be found.
 Using cheesecloth and 
mosquito netting to cover 
trees is not recommended and 
spraying trees with pesticides 
is not as effective and can also 
kill other beneficial insects.  
Likewise, wrapping sticky, 
flytrap-like material around 
the trunk of your tree is also 
ineffective as cicadas can fly 
and avoid it altogether.
 Cicadas favor native trees 
and shrubs; those especially 
vulnerable include maple, 
oak, hickory, apple, cherry, 
ash, hawthorn, black locust, 
birch, dogwood, redbud, and 
nut trees.  If you’re plan-
ning on planting new trees or 
shrubs, it’s recommended that 
you wait until the fall of 2021 
to ensue their survival.

Can You or Your Pets Eat Cicadas?
 Cicadas are generally ed-
ible for humans and pets and 
are a good source of protein.  
There are numerous reci-
pes and cookbooks available 
with ideas on how to cook 

up cicadas.  Those who have 
eaten them say that they taste 
like asparagus, popcorn, or 
shrimp.  If, however, you have 
a shellfish allergy, you should 
not eat them as cicadas are 
distantly related to shrimp 
and lobster and are actually 
nicknamed “the shrimp of the 
land.”
 Cats and dogs can have 
fun eating them as well, al-
though veterinarians suggest 
limiting your pets to only two 
or three at a time as they con-
sider them fatty and worry 
too many can make your 
pets sick or lead to problems 
such as pancreatitis.  There 
is also a risk that pets can 
choke on their rigid wings 
and body parts.  Before you 
and your pets scoop up any 
cicada off the ground though, 
make sure that there isn’t 
a chance that it could have 
been sprayed with pesticides 
or other chemicals. n

Eek!  Cicadas! Cicada Recipes
Feeling adventurous?  Try 
out some recipes in the 
“Cicada-licious:  Cooking 
and Enjoying Periodical 
Cicadas” cookbook put to-
gether by Jenna Jadin and 
the University of Maryland 
Cicadamaniacs in 2004.  It 
is available for download at 
www.tullabs.com/cicada 
world/cicadarecipes.pdf.

Citizen Science Opportunity
Interested in helping scien-
tists document the periodi-
cal cicadas?  Then download 
the app Cicada Safari.  Just 
take a photo of a cicada and 
upload it to the app!  The 
app is free and available for 
download for Apple and An-
droid devices.
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FOR YOUR AWARENESS

(continued on page 10)

Beware of COVID Scams During the Pandemic
By Jay Santiago
 Despite the steady push 
by Maryland health officials 
to lift its eligibility restrictions 
for the COVID-19 vaccine, 
fraudsters continue develop-
ing different ways to obtain 
personal identifiable informa-
tion (PII) and swindle cash 
from those seeking medical 
benefits or access to the vac-
cine.  Unfortunately, these 
scammers are capitalizing 
on fears and the desperate 
attempts of these victims.  
COVID-19 scams range from 
telemarketing calls and door-
to-door visits to social media 
ads and fake websites.
 In a noteworthy enforce-
ment action against a fake 
website, on 11 February 2021, 
the United States Attorney 
for the District of Maryland, 
Robert K. Hur, along with 
representatives from Home-
land Security Investigations 
(HSI) Baltimore; the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA), Office of Criminal 
Investigations’ Metro Wash-
ington Field Office; the U.S. 
Postal Inspection Service; and 
the Baltimore County Police 
Department announced that a 
criminal complaint had been 
filed against three Maryland 
residents for using a fake web-
site to carry out a COVID-19 
fraud scheme.
 According to the com-
plaint, those charged 
fraudulently replicated a bio-
technology company’s website 
in order to appear “visually 
similar” to the real website 
and displayed the company 
name and trademarked logos.  

The replicated site added the 
text, “YOU MAY BE ABLE TO 
BUY A COVID-19 VACCINE 
AHEAD OF TIME.”  Fed-
eral agents, in an undercover 
capacity, used the “Contact 
Us” link on the website and 
engaged the perpetrators, 
who eventually sent the un-
dercover agent an invoice for 
200 doses of the COVID-19 
vaccine.  The investigation led 
to multiple search warrants, 
along with the discovery that 
one of the defendants alleg-
edly applied for and fraudu-
lently received a COVID-19 
Economic Injury Disaster 
Loan funded by the U.S. Small 
Business Administration.
 To alert the public on the 
various scams associated to 
COVID-19, on 15 March 2021, 
the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services’ Office 
of Inspector General (HHS 
OIG) updated its initial alert 
about these fraud schemes 
(https://oig.hhs.gov/fraud/
consumer-alerts/fraud-alert-
covid-19-scams).  In one 
particular scheme, medical 
labs honed in on retirement 
communities, claiming to of-
fer COVID-19 tests, but were 
actually drawing blood and 
billing federal health care 
programs for the unnecessary 
service.  Other schemes—like 
offering COVID-19 tests or 
Medicare prescription cards 
in exchange for PII—were also 
noted.  The alert emphasized 
the need to be mindful of how 
these scams are perpetrated 
and how we can better protect 
ourselves.
 HHS OIG recommends 

the following on how to pro-
tect yourself from COVID-19 
related scams:
  n Be mindful of how you 
dispose of COVID-19 materi-
als such as syringes, vials, vial 
container boxes, vaccination 
record cards, and shipment or 
tracking records.  Improper 
disposal of these items could 
be used by bad actors to com-
mit fraud.
  n Offers to purchase CO-
VID-19 vaccination cards are 
scams.  Valid proof of CO-
VID-19 vaccination can only 
be provided to individuals by 
legitimate providers adminis-
tering vaccines.
  n Photos of COVID-19 vac-
cination cards should not 
be shared on social media.  
Posting content that includes 
your date of birth, health care 
details, or other personally 
identifiable information can 
be used to steal your identity.
  n Be vigilant and protect 
yourself from potential fraud 
concerning COVID-19 vac-
cines.  You will not be asked 
for money to enhance your 
ranking for vaccine eligibility.  
Government and state officials 
will not call you to obtain per-
sonal information in order to 
receive the vaccine.
  n Beneficiaries should be 
cautious of unsolicited re-
quests for their personal, 
medical, and financial in-
formation.  Medicare will 
not call beneficiaries to offer 
COVID-19 related products, 
services, or benefit review.
  n Be suspicious of any unex-
pected calls or visitors offering 
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(continued from page 9)

COVID-19 tests or supplies.  If 
you receive a suspicious call, 
hang up immediately.
  n Do not respond to—or 
open hyperlinks in—text mes-
sages about COVID-19 from 
unknown individuals.
  n Ignore offers or advertise-
ments for COVID-19 testing 
or treatments on social media 
sites.  If you make an appoint-
ment for a COVID-19 test on-
line, make sure the location is 
an official testing site.
  n Do not give your personal 
or financial information to 
anyone claiming to offer HHS 
grants related to COVID-19.
  n Be aware of scammers 
pretending to be COVID-19 
contact tracers.  Legitimate 
contact tracers will never ask 
for your Medicare number, 
financial information, or at-
tempt to set up a COVID-19 
test for you and collect pay-
ment information for the test.
  n If you suspect COVID-19 
health care fraud, report it im-
mediately online or call 800.
HHS.TIPS (800.447.8477).
 Remember, as a rule of 
thumb, any COVID-19 test or 
vaccine is FREE!  Any pro-
gram, website, or call request-
ing your PII or any money 
in exchange for medical as-
sistance related to the virus 
is fraud.  If you believe you 
have been victimized by any 
of these schemes, you may 
also call the National Center 
for Disaster Fraud Hotline at 
1.866.720.5721.
 [Jay Santiago is a pseud-
onym for a former local po-
lice officer now in federal law 
enforcement who grew up 
here and moved back.] n

Little Free Pantry:  It’s Like a 
Little Free Library, But for Food
By Julie Whitcomb
 You have heard of the 
Little Free Libraries; our 
neighborhood has several 
stocked with books for anyone 
to enjoy.  What if the concept 
of “giving what you can and 
taking what you need” in the 
wooden box was applied to 
something else?  Meet The 
Little Free Pantry!
 The Little Free Pantry was 
launched in May 2016.  It is a 
grassroots movement about 
neighbors helping neighbors, 
borrowing its idea from the 
Little Free Library concept.  
Books were replaced by non-
perishable food, personal care 
items, and paper goods.  By 
August 2016, it had grown 
from a single box placed in a 
town in Arkansas to a national 
and international project.  
The idea is to raise awareness 
about food insecurity and em-
power community members 
to help their neighbors.
 Since March 2020, the 
need for food banks and food 
giveaways in the Metro area 
has increased by 50 percent 
and continues to grow as un-
employment, health issues, 
and financial strain persist 
due to COVID.  The Little Free 
Pantries are a way of helping 
our neighbors through these 
hard times.
 Little Free Pantries can be 
converted Little Free Librar-
ies, file cabinets, upcycled 
mini refrigerators, bookcases 
with doors, newspaper boxes, 
etc.  The location is key since 
you want the pantry accessible 
and in a safe, lighted spot.  
You can be as creative as you 

wish with designs, paint, and 
decorations!
 Stock the Little Free Pan-
try with nonperishable, non-
expired food items such as 
canned fruits and vegetables, 
rice, mac and cheese, cans of 
beans and soup, applesauce, 
boxes of cereal, granola bars, 
crackers.  Also paper goods 
like toilet paper, tissues, and 
personal care items like ban-
dages and disposable Masks.  
Anything that a neighbor 
might need to help them.  Just 
make sure that the LFP is 
child- [and racoon-!] safe.
 All of the neighbors can 
contribute to the pantry or 
start their own.  If you do set 
up a Little Free Pantry, please 
let us know at nfcca@groups.
io or send an email to editor@
nfcca.org so we can publish 
the location in the next news-
letter.  More information and 
photos can be found at little 
freepantry.org.
 [Whitcomb lives on 
Chiswell Lane.] n

F.Y.A.

LFLs can easily be converted 
to Little Free Pantries.
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FLEXIBLE SCHEDULE:
•  WEEKLY
•  BI-WEEKLY
•  TRI-WEEKLY
•  MONTHLY

SPECIAL PROJECTS:
•  ONE-TIME CLEANING
•  MOVE IN
•  MOVE OUT

RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
QUALITY CLEANING

EXCELLENT REFRENCES
MONDAY TO SATURDAY

FITS YOUR SCHEDULE
REASONABLE PRICES

RELIABLE
FREE ESTIMATES

NO MORE STRESS
NO MORE HEADACHES

ANA’S HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES
9709 Belvedere Place  •  Silver Spring

240-353-6751
LICENSED  •  BONDED  •  INSURED

By Robin Loube
 The County recently in-
stalled flexposts at two inter-
sections along Dennis Ave. in 
our neighborhood—at Edge-
wood Ave. (shown below) and 
at Royalton Road.  Their pur-
pose is to slow vehicle travel 
speeds and improve pedestri-
an safety by reducing roadway 
exposure to pedestrians.
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 The flexposts are part of 
the County’s Vision Zero ef-
fort, whose goal is to achieve 
zero fatalities and serious 
injuries on County roads by 
2030.  If you travel between 
our neighborhood and Geor-
gia Avenue on Dennis Avenue, 
you will notice quite a few 
similar flexpost installations.
 There have been numer-

ous severe crashes along Uni-
versity Blvd. bordering our 
neighborhood, with two fatali-
ties—one vehicle occupant (at 
Dennis Ave.) and one pedes-
trian (at Arcola Ave.)—during 
the years shown above. n

MoCo Installs Traffic Calming, Ped. Safety Measures
MC Severe and Fatal 
Crashes 2012–2016

Flexposts help slow traffic, lessening the chance of an injury.

http://www.anashousekeeping.com/
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Did you see 
the cherry 
blossoms on 

the BloomCam?

Yes! And when 
neighbors join the
civic association,

our
 COMMUNITY

   blooms!

Join today or check your membership status at ‘Join Us’ on nfcca.org.  Dues are only $10 per household per year!

Hey, 
shouldn’t 
we be on 
leashes?

Not Sure if You’re an NFCCA Member This Year?
 As of press time, current 
NFCCA members are:

Belton  [9/48, 18%]
 107, 109, 200, 303, 308, 313, 

401, 413, 428
Caddington [6/81, 7%]
 909, 1109, 1203, 1302, 1303, 

1312
Cavalier  [4/53, 7%]
 10601, 10603, 10713, 10800
Chiswell  [5/39, 12%]
 1019, 1025, 1104, 1112, 1118
Colesville  [0/22, 0%]
Dennis  [7/44, 15%]
 308, 411, 413, 421, 423, 500, 506
Eastwood  [8/53, 15%]
 10417, 10425, 10427, 10615, 

10703, 10704, 10709, 10711
Edgewood  [9/72, 12%]
 10209, 10212, 10213, 10217, 

10306, 10404, 10428, 10614, 
10712

Eisner  [6/32, 18%]
 404, 407, 412, 413, 415, 416
Foxglove  [0/4, 0%]
Glenwild  [6/32, 18%]
 10606, 10610, 10619, 10621, 

10711, 10713
Hannes  [6/104, 5%]
 100, 229, 306, 330, 404, 10908

Irwin  [3/31, 9%]
 313, 314, 402
Kerwin  [2/42, 4%]
 407, 410
Kinsman View  [6/83, 7%]
 5, 28, 39, 45, 123, 135
Ladson  [4/18, 22%]
 303, 304, 315, 318
Lockridge  [5/29, 17%]
 10600, 10602, 10607, 10707, 

10715
Lombardy  [13/88, 14%]*
 10700, 10706, 10805, 10900, 

10901, 10904, 10905, 10909, 
11013, 11101, 11107, 11201, 
11203

Lorain  [3/22, 13%]
 10104, 10207, 10209
Loxford  [9/135, 6%]
 826, 837, 904, 907, 929, 931, 

1013, 1014, 1145
Malta  [5/45, 11%]
 808, 813, 814, 906, 912
Margate  [13/50, 26%]*
 10608, 10610, 10611, 10614, 

10615, 10801, 10808, 10811, 
10820, 10822, 10828, 10829, 
10831

Marvin  [3/18, 16%]
 202, 300, 314
Mountain Quail  [3/23, 13%]

 10410, 10418, 10428
Northwood  [4/13, 30%]**
 100, 101, 104, 123
Ordway  [3/26, 11%]
 10603, 10608, 10702
Pinewood  [2/13, 15%]
 317, 319
Playford  [1/31, 3%]
 910
Royalton  [1/31, 3%]
 414
Snowy Owl  [3/23, 13%]
 100, 107, 121
Southwood  [4/21, 19%]
 102, 107, 115, 136
Sutherland  [5/31, 16%]
 10145, 10205, 10206, 10209, 

10216
Thistle  [2/22, 9%]
 208, 212
Timberwood  [3/25, 12%]
 202, 315, 317
University  [3/43, 6%]
 209, 321, 509
Whittington  [1/15, 6%]
 802
Woodridge  [4/13, 30%]**
 107, 111, 119, 130
TOTAL  171/1,475, 11%.
*Tied for most members on street
**Tied for highest percentage on st. n
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How Would You Describe Your Personality?
By Jacquie Bokow
 Do you consider yourself 
an introvert or an extrovert?  
Introverts are often thought of 
as preferring to be alone, ex-
troverts to love being around 
others.  Neither is exactly 
right.  “Introvert” or “extro-
vert” refers more closely to 
what an individual needs to 
recharge.
 Since discovering the 

The 4 Personality Temperaments

UNSTABLE

POWERFUL
The Doer

________

“Ruling,
Dominant”

Type
________

Leaders
Producers
Builders

________

Fire

PERFECT
The Thinker
________

“Avoiding”
type

________

Artists
Musicians
Inventors

Philosophers
Doctors

________

Earth

PEACEFUL
The Watcher
________

“Getting”
type

________

Diplomats
Accountants

Teachers
Technicians
________

Water

POPULAR
The Talker

________

“Socially
Useful”

type
________

Actors
Salesmen
Speakers

________

Air

Phlegmatic
 Strengths Weaknesses
 -relaxed -sometimes shy
 -quiet and calm -fearful of change
 -content with themselves -prone to laziness
 -kind -stubborn
 -consistent -passive-aggressive
 -a steady and faithful friend -indecisive
 -accepting -permissive
 -affectionate -not goal-oriented
 -diplomatic -unenthusiastic
 -peacemaking -too compromising
 -rational -undisciplined
 -curious -sarcastic
 -observant -discouraging
 -an easy friend maker -nonparticipative

Melancholic
 Strengths Weaknesses
 -thoughtful -obsessive
 -considerate -too cautious
 -cautious -prone to depression
 -organized -prone to moodiness
 -an excessive -perfectionistic
 planner -pessimistic
	 -schedule-oriented	 -difficult	to	please
 -detailed -deeply affected
 -highly creative in by tragedy
 poetry, art, -a person with tunnel vision
 and invention -sometimes a procrastinator
 -independent -discontent with themselves
 -good at preventing and others
 problems -prone to play the martyr

Choleric
 Strengths Weaknesses
 -ambitious -aggressive
 -passionate -domineering
	 -leader-like	 -inflexible
 -focused -impatient
	 -efficient	 -rude	and	tactless
 -practical -argumentative
 -good at planning -unable to relax
 -good at problem- -uncomfortable around
 solving emotion
	 -confident	 -low	on	empathy
 -motivating -discouraged by failures
 -a delegator -too busy for people
 -usually right -intolerant
 -great in an -a leader who
 emergency demands loyalty

Sanguine
 Strengths Weaknesses
 -sociable -impulsive
 -charismatic -chronically late
 -outgoing -shameless
	 -confident	 -forgetful
 -warm-hearted -a compulsive talker
 -pleasant -too loud
 -lively -sometimes too happy
 -optimistic -distractible
 -a fun lover -not interested in following
 -spontaneous through with tasks that
 -a preventer of are boring
 dull moments -self-absorbed
 -a quick apologizer -an exaggerator
 -an easy -someone who appears
 friend maker inauthentic

àWET: Short-lived response                 DRY: Sustained response

HOT:
Quick

response

COLD:
Slow

response

à

à

à

<

<

<

>

theory of “the four tempera-
ments,” I’ve found that I’m 
more understanding of the re-
actions of others.  It’s certain-
ly helped me realize my own 
weaknesses—and strengths.
 Take a look at the dia-
gram below and see if you can 
gauge—honestly!—where your 
own temperament lies.  Not 
everyone falls exclusively un-
der one category.  But keep in 

mind that “opposites attract.”  
The one you’re drawn to may 
well be an individual with 
complementary traits.  Two 
of the same temperaments 
mated may be trouble!
 Maybe you think this 
is pseudoscience.  Perhaps 
you’re right.  But since I’m 
nearly 100 percent introverted 
Phlegmatic, I’m too “cold” and 
“wet” to care! n

EXTROVERTED

INTROVERTED

STABLE
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Things to Consider Before Selling to a Home ‘Flipper’
By Jacquie Bokow
 Both my husband and I 
are over 60.  We’ve been re-
ceiving frequent mailings (and 
calls) from so-called “house 
flippers,” who buy under-
maintained homes, refurbish 
and remodel them, and sell 
them at a profit.  You may 
have seen ads from House 
Buyers of America, We Buy 
Ugly Houses, Capital Area 
Home Buyers, etc.  They ad-
vertise that they buy homes 
“for cash!” that are “any type, 
size, or condition.”  They also 
tout that their services are 
“commission free,” arguing 
that there are usually hidden 
charges associated with us-
ing realtors, including house 
cleaning, photographers’ 
fees, brochures and market-
ing costs, administrative fees, 
home staging events, and 
landscaping.
 I spoke with Daniel Bron-
stein, who’s a Partner at Mar-
ketPro Homebuyers based 
in Rockville; it’s his picture 
you see on the flyer, which—if 
you’ve received ones like we 
have—also feature a promi-
nent photo of your own home.  
He was in the remodeling/
home improvement business 
and knew Jeanette Winton, 
who owned MarketPro com-
puter shows.  In 2012, they 
decided they were going to 
“flip” some houses together.
 “We flipped 300 houses 
in the first five years,” he 
claimed.  “We were very busy.”
 They worked the DMV 
area by doing “a lot of direct 
mail and TV advertising, 
targeting owners [who] have 
been in their homes a long 
time, certain price ranges, and 

certain zip codes.”
 They especially target 
“mature neighborhoods where 
younger families are starting 
to move into,” like ours.  North 
Four Corners is a “very desir-
able neighborhood,” Bronstein 
said.  “Houses sell quickly 
once they’re renovated.”
 The average response to 
their direct mailings “is less 
than one tenth of one per-
cent,” he admitted.  “That’s a 
low response rate, but we get 
about 1,000 calls a month.
 “The type of people that 
usually respond are people 
looking to downsize, who have 
been in their home a long 
time,” Bronstein continued. 
“The benefit of using a cash 
buyer is that it’s an ‘as is’ pur-
chase, so there’s no need to 
make repairs.  We work with 
a lot of distressed properties, 
hoarding. We pack [the own-
ers] up and move them; a pro-
fessional moving company is 
included in the price.”
 The renovation done is 
then “top to bottom:  kitchen, 
bath, floors, windows, roof-
ing, siding, new A/C; we com-
pletely update the home.”
 For all this, claims Bron-

stein, sellers receive “about 10 
percent less than what they 
would end up with using an 
agent.”  He explained that “if 
the sellers currently could get 
$400K and had to pay six per-
cent commission, plus repairs, 
etc., netting about $340K, 
we’d be about 10 percent less, 
but with us they can get to 
choose their closing date.”

What Realtors Say
 I spoke with a few realtors 
who work in our neighbor-
hood about the benefits of 
hiring them for their services 
versus a flipper.
 Flippers claim they’ll save 
you the six percent commis-
sion. “That’s their hook,” said 
Tamara Kucik, Associate Bro-
ker with RLAH Real Estate.  
“But the sellers are not get-
ting as much money for their 
home.
 “Most of the time, people’s 
homes don’t need the work 
that they think they need,” 
explained Kucik.  “Flippers 
target seniors who’ve been 
in their homes a long time.  I 
work with Riderwood [senior 
apartments], [doing] 30 sales 

So our little 1955 house is worth either “the l0w $300,000s” or 
closer to $600,000.  Either way, it would sell very quickly.
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(continued on page 15)



15Northwood News n april 2021

a year for them.  Some of the 
clients want to sell it ‘as is.’  
But most of them can invest 
$7-8K and increase their sale 
by three times that amount in 
the end.  Eighty percent of my 
clients do [refurbishing] work 
before their home goes on the 
market, most of it painting and 
refinishing floors.  Most homes 
don’t need the level of work 
the owners think they do.”
 Flippers “see value in your 
home that you think isn’t 
there,” she said.  “They see a 
quick profit in these homes, 
but it’s usually well below 
market value.  The only sale 
that makes sense to a flipper 
is a true tear-down.”
 Realtors, on the other 
hand, will work to help sellers 
through the process and can 
get them more money.
 “An agent can guide you 
on what it makes sense to do 
and what doesn’t,” said Kucik.  
“We have vendors that will 
give our clients discounts.  
Any agent worth their salt will 
do those renovations for you.  
It takes only 60 minutes to get 
a realtor’s opinion on what 
your property is worth and 
they won’t charge you for it.”
 Kucik gave an example.  “I 
got a lead on a home that was 
an estate sale; the sister had 
died and the brother didn’t 
want to deal with it.  The 
home was valued at $405K.  
He put $60K into [remodel-
ing] and it sold for $582K.”
 “There is no doubt in my 
mind who makes the most 
money when a ‘flipper’ is in-
volved—the flipper,” says Mel 
Ciment, Business Manager 
of the Barbara Ciment Team.  

“Even experienced agents 
don’t know how high desper-
ate buyers will bid up homes; 
some people are making good 
money in the digital economy 
and they really want to resolve 
their ‘home’ issues.  Testing 
the market with an experi-
enced agent who has the pulse 
of the market works very well 
in these times.”
 The fact is, explained 
Barbara Ciment, that all the 
homes in our neighborhood 
sell quickly and for a good 
price.  “I’ve been in this busi-
ness a long time,” she said, 
“but I’ve never seen a market 
like this.”
 Most of the time, Barbara 
told me, all the buyer needs 
to do is make sure the home 
is spotless and doesn’t smell.  
Even if the home owner is 
a hoarder, realtors can deal 
with that, too.  “I’ve told own-
ers [who want to move but 
have homes piled with junk] 
to take what they want and go, 
I’ll take care of the rest,” said 
Barbara.  She has a team that 
will clear and clean the house 
after you’ve gone.  But you’ll 
make much more money than 
leaving it to a flipper.
 For example, a brick, four-
bedroom home on Thistle 
Drive was purchased by a 
flipper during the summer of 
2011 for $292K.  Before the 
year was out, it had been sold 
to actual homeowners for 
$405K.  I doubt the flipper 
actually put $113K into it, so 
how much of that difference 
did he pocket?  That 1960 
house with three full baths is 
now assessed at $449,767.

Putting It to the Test
 Even though we don’t plan 
to move anytime soon, I de-

cided to investigate what our 
1955 brick home with three 
bedrooms and two full baths 
would bring.  The current tax 
assessment is $349,833.  I 
asked Barbara Ciment to es-
timate what our home could 
sell for ‘as is,’ what improve-
ments should be made (at what 
cost) to make it more valu-
able, and what it might sell for 
if those upgrades were made.
 Barbara graciously did a 
walk-through of our modest 
home and thought it was in 
great shape to sell.  I had as-
sumed we would need to have 
the kitchen remodeled, but 
Barbara said the cherry wood 
cabinets were worth saving.  
Her only recommendations 
were to pull up the wall-to-
wall carpet to expose the 
hardwood floors and install 
a new smoke detector.  After 
a market analysis comparing 
ours to other homes in our 
neighborhood, she estimated 
the value of our house was 
$511,122, but she thought we 
could get closer to $600,000.
 Then I contacted House 
Buyers of America; the man 
who answered didn’t want 
to give me a price because I 
admitted I wasn’t ready to 
sell.  When I pressed him, he 
said their “fair cash offer” (as 
their postcard touted) would 
“probably be in the low 300s,” 
but “it would depend on how 
much work the house needed.”
 Only you can decide—
when you finally decide to sell 
your own home—whether the 
“convenience” of selling to a 
flipper is worth the $10Ks (or 
$100Ks) you’ll lose.
 [Bokow grew up in this 
neighborhood (on Belton 
Road) and has lived on Cava-
lier Drive for 21 years.] n

House Flippers
(continued from page 14)
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barbara@ciment.com
 www.ciment.com

 Call Today for My Free Market Analysis: 301-346-9126

(O) 301-424-0900

The Pandemic 2020-21 Real Estate Market
This is what I am calling it. The Covid-19 Pandemic 
has created new market realities in many areas of the 
economy. In real estate, it has caused a major shift 
from inner city to suburbia and even further out to 
exurbia. We are helping buyers coming from rentals 
and inner city to buy across MoCo and well-beyond.  
Frankly, nearly-frantic buyers are creating new price 
levels that are now encouraging some sellers to expect 
even higher prices. This is a rapidly changing market 
and My Team is constantly updating each other on 
developments.

Need Help Selling Your Home and
Buying Your Next Home?

We Excel at Making Both Sides Happen Smoothly!

In the 2020 Pandemic Year,
We Closed 64 Sales of Our Listings and
Represented 35 Buyers in Closed Sales

We Help Home Owners Sell for Top Prices
Sellers who have followed our advice have enjoyed 
minimal fix-up expenses and received offers well-
above what they desired. Our professional contacts 
help prepare homes quickly and for reasonable costs. 
Our sellers have been satisfied with the clean-up 
and renovations we helped arrange. We specialize 
in helping you make decisions and getting the right 
experts to solve all your selling/buying/moving 
problems. We will discuss how to prepare your 
home for sale with needed home repairs, possible 
renovations, yard work, and declutter. We share our 
contacts of varied real estate/home-care professionals 
who serve you. They know we are very mindful how 
they treat our clients and customers.

For the 3rd Year in a Row,
My Team was Recently Recognized as

A  GCAAR Gold Team 2021

The Barbara Ciment Team
of Long and Foster Real Estate

$500 Million in Career Sales
Helped Over 500 Buyers/Renters

Over 1,000 Closed Sales Transactions

301-346-9126

It Is a Great Time to Sell!   We Need Listings for the Ten’s of Buyers Contacting Our Listings.

2 Sales in Northwood/Forest Knolls (+1 Pending; 1 Active): JAN-MAR 2021
Listed Directly Below the '21 Sales Are 13 Sales for the Comparable Period JAN-MAR 2020

ADDRESS SALE PRICE SELLER
SUBSIDY

CLOSE
DATE STYLE BR BA/

HBA DOM LOT
SQ FT SUBDIVISION

10217 Sutherland Rd $875,000 3/1/2021 Colonial 5 3/1 6 16,988 Northwood Park
59 Kinsman View Cir $350,000 2/19/2021 Townhouse 4 2/1 8 1,500 Northwood Park View

10300 Edgewood Ave $450,000 12/11/2020 Cape Cod 4 2 6 11,621 Northwood Park
200 Hannes St $460,000 $10,000 3/27/2020 Ranch/Rambler 4 2 2 10,150 Northwood Park

10228 Edgewood Ave $540,000 3/26/2020 Colonial 4 2/1 1 7,211 Northwood Park
807 Malta Ln $455,000 3/23/2020 Split Level 4 2/1 5 6,742 Forest Knolls

10158 Sutherland Rd $440,000 $10,300 2/27/2020 Split Foyer 3 2 188 5,951 Northwood Park
305 Marvin Rd $575,888 2/25/2020 Cape Cod 4 2/1 7 5,769 Northwood Village
414 Irwin St $412,500 $12,500 2/20/2020 Ranch/Rambler 4 2 8 6,008 Northwood Village

10625 Eastwood Ave $475,000 $1,000 1/31/2020 Cape Cod 3 2 40 6,473 Northwood Village
10704 Lombardy Rd $453,000 1/27/2020 Ranch/Rambler 4 2 16 8,699 Northwood Park View

913 Loxford Ter $445,000 1/27/2020 Split Level 3 2/1 7 19,816 Forest Knolls
109 Northwood Ave $385,000 $11,550 1/17/2020 Cape Cod 4 2 8 9,344 Northwood Park
800 Malta Ln $445,800 $2,950 1/15/2020 Ranch/Rambler 4 2 7 8,786 Forest Knolls
908 Caddington Ave $414,000 $7,500 1/6/2020 Split Level 4 2/1 7 6,011 Forest Knolls
Lack of Active Listings Across Montgomery County Shows Dramtically in Northwood. Above chart shows there have only been 2
closed sales since 1/1/21. Only 1 Active and 1 Pending Listing in Northwood at this time. Compare this to Sales in same period in

2020 in rows 3-15. Not all referenced properties are from my agent team or my broker. RETS data provided by BrightMLS is subject
to change.
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