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Next Meeting on 
February Tenth
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Local Biotech Company Now 
Developing a COVID -19 Vaccine
By Sharon Canavan
 Novavax, a Gaithersburg-
based biotechnology compa-
ny, recently began a late-stage 
trial of its COVID-19 vaccine.  
To speed research efforts and 
help fund clinical trials, the 
company received $1.6 billion 
in taxpayer funding under the 
U.S. government’s “Operation 
Warp Speed” program and up 
to an additional $388 million 
from the Coalition for Epi-
demic Preparedness Innova-

tions (CEPI).  The company’s 
COVID-19 vaccine candidate 
has also been given Fast Track 
designation by the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration 
(FDA).
 At the end of 2020, No-
vavax began two large Phase 
3 clinical trials in the United 
States and Mexico.  An active 
vaccine will be administered 
to two-thirds of the 30,000 
volunteers enrolled in this 
study.  Anthony S. Fauci, 
M.D., Director of the National 
Institute of Allergy and Infec-
tious Diseases, stated that, 
“The launch of this study—the 
fifth investigational COVID-19 
vaccine candidate to be tested 
in a Phase 3 trial in the United 
States—demonstrates our 
resolve to end the pandemic 
through development of mul-
tiple safe and effective vac-
cines.”  Further information 
about the Novavax clinical tri-
al is available on the National 
Institute of Health website at 

 The next meeting of the 
Northwood-Four Corners 
Civic Association will be held 
on Wednesday, 10 February 
2021, at 7:30 p.m.  The meet-
ing will be held virtually.
 To find the access codes 
for the online meeting, go to 
the home page of the NFCCA 
website at www.nfcca.org; 
the codes will be posted the 
week of the meeting.  They 
also will be shared with the 
listserv (see page 2).
 All residents of the North-
wood-Four Corners-Forest 
Knolls area are invited to at-
tend and express their views.  
Please note that, if a vote is 
called, only paid members 
of the NFCCA are eligible to 
vote.  (Annual dues are $10 
per household and may be 
paid online or by mail.  Check 
the “Join Us” page at nfcca.
org to check your status.) n
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 A new year, a new president, and a COVID-19 vaccine!  
2021 is starting off well; that is, if you can manage to ignore 
an insurrection at the United States Capitol building and 
the resulting second impeachment of Donald Trump, and 
a nationwide COVID-19 death toll of more than 400,000.  
The risk from the coronavirus is far from over, so Mask Up, 
folks, and continue to social distance.
 Our civic association meetings have been conducted re-
motely, via Zoom, since April 2020.  I do not expect in-per-
son meetings or events to resume until the pandemic is over 
and it is safe to resume meetings.  I miss seeing everyone in 
person, Fiona’s raffles, and the delectable treats at NFCCA 
meetings.
 The next NFCCA meeting will be on Wednesday, 10 
February 2021, at 7:30 pm.  The Zoom link for this meeting 
will be publicized via the NFCCA Groups.io listserv and Next 
Door/Northwood-Four Corners [see how to join both at 
right], and will be available on the NFCCA website at nfcca.
org.  All residents of the Northwood-Four Corners-Forest 
Knolls area are encouraged to attend this virtual meeting.  
If you are not already a member of the NFCCA, please pay 
your dues (still only $10 per household, per year) to support 
civic association activities, including this newsletter.
 We were saddened to learn in early January of the death 
of Tommy Raskin, the 25-year-old son of our District 8 
Congressman Jamie Raskin and Sarah Bloom Raskin.  The 
NFCCA Board of Directors voted to make a contribution to 
the Tommy Raskin Memorial Fund for People and Animals.
 The last words of the traditional Passover Seder are “next 
year in Jerusalem.”  As the final moment in the Seder, this 
phrase finishes the Seder’s journey from a reminder of the 
suffering of the past (and present) to hopes for freedom for all 
in the future.  My (nonreligious) family held a virtual Seder 
in 2020.  We ended our Seder with the words “next year in 
Silver Spring,” as an expression of hope that our family could 
enjoy Passover dinner together in 2021.  That is unlikely to 
happen (this year Passover begins at sundown on 27 March), 
but “next year together” is my hope for all our families.

—Linda Perlman

Revitalizing Downtown SS ... Again
 A $10 million renovation 
of DT Silver Spring has begun.  
A public art project includes 
three murals (already com-
pleted) and brightly colored 
building facades.  Other ad-
ditions:  Loyalty Book Store, 
Locavino wine café, and Elea-

nor bowling-themed café.  The 
asphalt of Ellsworth Drive will 
be replaced with eco-friendly 
turf and permanently close off 
vehicle access.  Outdoor ping 
pong, cornhole games, and 
new outdoor seating will host 
pop-up booths and festivals. n

 Northwood News is pub-
lished by the Northwood-Four 
Corners Civic Association.  
The NFCCA represents the 
~1,485 households in the area 
bounded by Coles ville Rd. 
(Rte. 29), University Blvd. 
(Rte. 193), Caddington Ave., 
and the Northwest Branch.
 Any resident of this area is 
eligible to join the NFCCA.  
Annual dues are $10 per 
household and may be paid 
at any Association meeting or 
mailed to the treasurer.
 The Northwood News is 
published five times a year—
in October, December, Feb-
ruary, April, and June.  To 
place an ad or discuss a story, 
please contact the editor.

Editor
Jacquie Bokow
10603 Cavalier Drive
Silver Spring, MD  20901
301.593.8566
editor at nfcca dot org

Visit Our Website
www.nfcca.org

Northwood 
News

President’s Message Communicate 
With Neighbors
NFCCA Listserv
To join:
  nfcca+subscribe@groups.io
 [add “un” to unsubscribe]
To send messages to group:
 nfcca@groups.io

Nextdoor/Northwood-Four Corners
https://nextdoor.com; enter 
your street address; choose 
“Northwood-Four Corners.”

Twitter:  @NFCCAMoCo
Facebook:  www.facebook.com
 /nfccamoco
Park [on FB]:  NFCCAPark n

Novavax scientist conducting vaccine development research under a labora-
tory hood.

Novavax’ COVID-19 candidate vaccine NVX-CoV2373 is administered to a 
health volunteer.
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The Board of Directors for the 
Northwood-Four Corners Civic 
Association serves for one year 
and meets every month except 
July and August.  Current officers 
(until October 2021) are:

President
Linda Perlman
1203 Caddington Avenue
301.681.3735
president at nfcca dot org

Vice President
Edward Levy
212 Thistle Court
240.988.8200
veep at nfcca dot org

Treasurer
Sondra Katz
10905 Lombardy Road
301.593.4542
treasurer at nfcca dot org

Secretary
Robin Loube
10601 Cavalier Drive
301.681.4987
secretary at nfcca dot org

At Large
Sharon Canavan
10213 Edgewood Avenue
301.593.0487
sharon at nfcca dot org

Julie Whitcomb
1019 Chiswell Lane
301.509.5534
julie at nfcca dot org

Karen Williams
100 Snowy Owl Drive
301.346.7815
karen at nfcca dot org

‘Raffle Lady’
Fiona Morrissey
10301 Edgewood Avenue
301.593.4026
fiona at nfcca dot org

Immediate Past President
Samantha Jones
10702 Glenwild Road
301.395.2722
ipp at nfcca dot org

NFCCA
Board

(continued from page 1)

https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/
show/NCT04611802.
 As reported in The New 
England Journal of Medicine, 
Novavax found that its Phase 
1/2 studies demonstrated 
“that the vaccine provoked 
a robust immune response, 
generated highly neutralizing 
antibodies against the virus 
and was generally well-tol-
erated.”  (See https://www.
nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/
NEJMoa2026920.)
 Once FDA approval is se-
cured, Novavax projects it will 
begin delivering vaccine doses 
as early as mid-year 2021.  
Similar to other COVID-19 
vaccines, the Novavax vaccine 
will require two doses.  One of 
the Novavax vaccine’s impor-
tant advantages, however, is 
its stability; it can be stored, 
handled, and shipped at 
above-freezing temperatures 
(35 to 46 degrees Fahrenheit) 
rather than the sub-zero tem-
peratures required by other 
COVID-19 vaccines.  This will 
make the Novavax vaccine 
more suitable for distribution 
to clinics that lack sub-zero 
freezer capacity, which is a 

challenge in rural areas in the 
U.S. and in countries with 
limited medical infrastruc-
ture.  Novavax has already 
negotiated vaccine purchase 
agreements with the U.S., 
Canada, and other countries 
in Europe, Australia, and Asia.
 As is evident from the 
slow rollout of the existing 
Covid-19 vaccines, adequate 
manufacturing capacity and 
production is a major stum-
bling block to ramping up 
vaccination supplies.  Early 
on during its clinical testing 
stage, Novavax teamed up 
with another Maryland-based 
company, Emergent Bioso-
lutions, which assisted with 
contract development and 
manufacturing organization.
 Novavax is now building 
out its manufacturing produc-
tion capacity.  In November 
2020, the company purchased 
additional properties in Gaith-
ersburg for additional labora-
tory and manufacturing space.  
The company has also taken 
steps to build out its interna-
tional production network to 
boost manufacturing and sup-
port for its global distribution 
efforts. n

COVID Vaccine Developed Locally

Novavax scientist conducting vaccine development research under a labora-
tory hood.

Novavax’ COVID-19 candidate vaccine NVX-CoV2373 is administered to a 
health volunteer.

Novavax scientist in Gaithersburg, Maryland, conducting 
vaccine development research under a laboratory hood.
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https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT04611802
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT04611802
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2026920
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2026920
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2026920
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The Good, the Bad, and the Just Plain Ridiculous

Adventures in Teaching Second Grade on Zoom
By Robin Loube
 Rachel Pino has taught 
second grade at Forest Knolls 
Elementary School in our 
neighborhood for 11 years.  
However, since the shut-
down of in-person learning in 
March due to the COVID 19 
pandemic, she has taught her 
FKES students in their homes 
and daycares on the Zoom re-
mote platform from her own 
home in Burtonsville.  She de-
scribes serious challenges, an 
unexpected benefit, and some 
downright silly realities of 
trying to teach 14 seven-year-
olds through a technological 
platform.  This interview was 
edited slightly for length and 
clarity.

What does your day look like 
generally?
 So I get up at seven a.m. 
and start working almost right 
away.  The school day techni-
cally begins at 9, but I open 
up my meeting at 8:45 to give 
them an optional extra 15 
minutes to enjoy each other 
and me, to build relationships 
and have fun.  We start at 9 
o’clock with a class meeting 
which lasts about 15 minutes.  
Then we have language arts 
until 11:30.  So it’s a very long 
block—two and a half hours.  
And the County requires us to 
use two new rigorous curri-
cula this year.  It’s pretty fast-
paced.
 We have time built in for 
“screen-free breaks.”  So I’ll 
put a 15-minute timer on the 
screen, and I encourage them 
to get away from their com-
puter, go get a snack, go to 
the bathroom, play with their 

toys, play with their pets.  We 
have two screen-free breaks in 
the morning and one or two in 
the afternoon.
 At 11:30, they have an 
hour and a half lunch and 
wellness break, so they should 
have time to play during that 
break period.

The “wellness break”—that would 
have been recess?
 Yes.

Are lunches provided by the school 
now?
 At certain designated meal 
sites, not at our school, you 
can go pick up a meal.  That’s 
another reason why the lunch 
break is so long, so people 
have time to travel to the meal 
site to get food.

And then?
 After the lunch break, on 
some days they have specials, 
so they might have art, music, 
or P.E.  If they don’t have a 
special, then we would be do-
ing science or social studies 
together.  Our math block is 
from 1:40 to 3:15.  School of-
ficially ends then, but I offer 
them a little extra time at the 
end of the day, totally option-
al, if they want it, if they need 
it.
 Then I typically work two 
more hours grading, creating 
resources, and preparing the 
next day’s lessons.  It some-
times feels like my work be-
gins then.

So what is it like to prepare lessons 
in this way on Zoom?
 I would say the prep 
work is more, because you’re 

preparing everything in a 
Google slide show.  You have 
to have everything ready to 
go.  I teach with two comput-
ers, a document camera, and 
my phone every day.  A lot of 
technology.
 We have to record all our 
lessons so, if students are ab-
sent, they can go online and 
watch the recording of the 
lesson and still be considered 
present.  I record all my les-
sons live during the class.
 Something I have not ex-
perienced, but I know my col-
leagues have, is some parents 
have requested that their child 
not be recorded, so then the 
teacher can’t record the lesson 
live, and they have to spend 
time before or after the school 
day recording the lesson with 
no children present, just in 
case people need it.

And how do you monitor whether 
or not a child has watched the 
recording, so they are considered 
present for the purposes of 
accountability?
 There’s a Google form that 
the family is supposed to fill 
out that attests that their child 
watched the recording.  And 
that form gets sent to the office 
so then the secretary can rec-
oncile the attendance record.

What else can you tell me about 
monitoring students’ presence in 
your class?
 So the way the County 
considers “present” is if the 
student has logged on for 
any length of time at all.  If 
they log on for one minute 
[laughs], they are considered 

(continued on page 5)
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present for that class period, 
morning or afternoon.  We 
take attendance twice a day.

In terms of your teaching, what 
percentage of your kids do you 
feel like are actually on there and 
engaged the full day?
 Oh, the full day?  Zero 
percent! 

Really?
 There’s no way you can be 
engaged the full day.

Even with the breaks?
 Uh huh.

When you say zero percent for the 
full day, what kinds of things are 
happening?
 I see a lot of family mem-
bers in the background.  I 
hear a lot of family members.  
I hear a lot of TVs.  Sometimes 
children will be eating in the 
middle of a lesson, which 
makes it hard for them to fol-
low along if they are supposed 
to be using a white board and 
marker.
 Some of the kids at home 
have other siblings doing their 
schooling there as well.  I can 
hear teachers in the back-
ground, because they’re talk-
ing to kids in the other class.
 And some of my kids go 
to daycare, so there’s kids all 
around them.  Which is an 
added challenge cause they 
have to wear masks, so it’s 
harder for me to hear them.
 I feel that I can’t do my job 
adequately when there are so 
many distractions.  It’s hard 
to teach when there’s scream-
ing in the background; when 
kids are wrestling in the back-

ground, it’s very hard to teach. 
 I also have a lot of chil-
dren telling me they don’t 
have the school supplies, like 
they can’t find a pencil, when 
we, the second grade teachers, 
made school kits for every sin-
gle child, with everything they 
needed like pencil, eraser, 
expo marker, notebook, and 
we had a distribution day, so 
families were invited to come 
to the school and pick it up.  
My families that didn’t come, 
I drove to each of their houses 
and dropped off the supplies.  
So I know they have the sup-
plies, but they tell me, “Oh 
I can’t find it, it’s lost in my 
house somewhere.”
 But they’re seven years 
old.  So.  And I can’t help 
them, because I can’t reach 
through the screen and say 
like, “why don’t you look over 
here?”  I just have to say, “Can 
you please ask an adult to help 
you find a pencil?”

How do you monitor their 
understanding when you’re just 
seeing these little faces on Zoom?

 One positive aspect of 
Zoom is the chat feature.  So 
I set my chat feature so they 
can only chat to me and they 
can’t see each other’s.  I al-
low them to write whatever 
they need to write to me, so 
if they want to answer the 
question that I’m asking, even 
if I don’t call on them, they 
can still write it to me in the 
chat.  That’s something you 
could not do in the classroom, 
where the one kid you call on 
is the kid you’re hearing from.  
On Zoom, I’m listening to one 
child and I’m reading other 
children’s responses simulta-
neously, which is hard to do, 
cause it’s multitasking to the 
extreme.  But you are able to 
check in with other people 
and see how they’re following 
along.
 You know, I don’t think 
it’s the best way, because a 
lot of second graders are still 
struggling with basic read-
ing/writing skills, but they’ve 
gotten a lot better as the year 
has gone on.  It’s not perfect 
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FKES second-grade teacher Rachel Pino works from home.

Zoom Teaching
(continued from page 4)

(continued on page 6)
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English, which is fine, cause I 
like to say “I’m fluent in kids’ 
spelling.”  [Chuckles]  I know 
what they’re trying to say.  It’s 
just more cognitively taxing 
for them.
 I also have some children, 
a couple in particular, who 
are shy, so they don’t want 
to raise their hand and say 
it, because they could get it 
wrong in front of their friends, 
but they will write it to me in 
the chat.  And they will also 
tell me personal things about 
their life, like, “I’m feeling 
sad today,” which maybe you 
don’t feel comfortable saying 
out loud, but privately mes-
sage me and I’ll be there for 
you to talk to you about it.

So this is a positive, maybe an 
unexpected one.
 Absolutely.

What about discipline?  I mean, 
does anybody disrupt or that kind 
of thing?
 We try to do a lot of posi-
tive reinforcement.  So I do 
a student of the day, every 
single day.

Did you do that before Zoom?
 Absolutely not.  We 
would do reinforcement on 
a weekly basis or a biweekly 
basis.  Now I have to do it ev-
ery single day.  So whoever is 
selected as the student of the 
day, we celebrate them as a 
class community for whatever 
positive choices they made 
that day, like participating, 
completing their work, be-
ing kind to others, keeping 
their camera on (sometimes 
kids turn it off and then you 

don’t know if they’re there at 
all.  They get to select from 
what we call a “bravo board,” 
so they can choose to wear 
pajamas as their reward, wear 
a hat, or bring a fluffy friend 
to class, just fun things that 
hopefully keep them engaged.

Among all these challenges, what 
would you say is the hardest thing?
 The hardest thing is when 
the technology doesn’t work.  
One day in December, when 
we had all that crazy snow, 
my neighborhood lost power.  
I was on Zoom with the kids, 
we were starting our day.  I 
got kicked off Zoom, all the 
lights went off in my house, 
so I’m trying frantically to get 
back on, but I can’t connect 
to WiFi, so my kids were in a 
zoom meeting without me.
 I think there was ice in 
the lines or something be-
cause, when the power came 
back on and I signed back in 
to Zoom, we reflected as a 
class, we talked about what 
to do if that happened again.  
We were supposed to take 
a test, so I started the test, 
and I’m required to monitor 
them to make sure it’s their 
own work.  The power went 
off again.  This happened 
repeatedly throughout the 
morning.  And, at that point, 
I had no heat in my house, so 
I was trying to call BG&E to 
figure out the 
situation.  I 
didn’t want 
to deplete my 
whole phone 
battery when 
it was my only 
way of getting 
in touch with 
the outside 
world, so to 

speak.  So I couldn’t get on 
Zoom through my phone, 
because my battery was not 
full.  So then I just had to use 
my personal phone to send a 
message to parents through 
an app called Class Dojo that 
class was cancelled for the 
morning.  It was incredibly 
frustrating.

What do you see when you 
test them, in terms of their 
achievement, compared with your 
classes pre-pandemic?
 It’s hard to say.  They also 
didn’t complete first grade, 
because we were doing virtual 
learning at the end of first 
grade as well.  And the County 
changed the curricula this 
year, and they also changed 
many of the platforms we use 
to collect data.  So it’s apples 
and oranges.

What do you miss most about being 
in the classroom with the kids?
 I really miss having a 
sense of classroom commu-
nity where we’re all in the 
same room doing the same 
thing at the same time.  It’s 
not just me.  A lot of teachers 
are feeling overwhelmed and 
frustrated.

I understand you used to run a 
second grade tutoring program 
with community volunteers.  What 

Rita’s Day Care
Eisner Street

240-898-7320

In-Home Day Care
For Children
Ages 0 –12

Zoom Teaching
(continued from page 5)

(continued on page 7)
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can you tell me about that and 
how you’ve adapted it to today’s 
circumstances?
 A long time ago, the 
school purchased a reading 
program to be used by vol-
unteers, who each worked 
one-on-one with a child for 45 
minutes, reading and writing.  
Then it was announced that 
the school no longer had the 
money for that program.  It 
broke my heart.
 So that summer, I wrote 
a curriculum aligned with 
second grade for volunteer 
tutors to use.  I called it Rock 
’n’ Read.  That cost the school 
zero dollars.  But we needed 

1. There is a white Cloth-
ing to Cash bin in front of 
the school, shown below.  
Everyone is invited to do-
nate clothing, other textiles 
(even rags), and shoes.  All 
donations should be tied up 

lots of supplementary ma-
terials, so I arranged for the 
Clothing for Cash bin to be 
installed at the front of the 
school and used that money 
to help support the project 
(see box below).  I also got a 
grant through the Library of 
Congress that allowed me to 
pick up surplus books for the 
children for free.
 With the shutdown of in-
person learning in March, I 
transformed the tutoring pro-
gram into Rock ’n’ Read Pen-
pals.  This year, 11 community 
volunteers are paired with 21 
second graders who may ben-
efit from extra literacy prac-
tice or social interaction and 
who are not already receiving 
other supports.  I provide 

How Neighbors Can Help Support Rock ’n’ Read Penpals and
Other Projects at Our Local Forest Knolls Elementary School

them with books, games, and 
other colorful materials to 
support their letter writing.  I 
have to buy all the books now, 
though, because I haven’t 
been able to get free books 
from the Library of Congress 
since March.

What does it cost per child for the 
Penpal program?
 At least $100.

And what proportion of that is your 
own money?
 Probably a lot of it.  
[Laughs]
 [Loube, a retired Prince 
George’s County ESOL and 
Reading Recovery teacher, 
has lived on Cavalier for 31 
years. ] n

in plastic bags.  The school is 
paid $1 per pound of materi-
als and receives a check once 
a month—between $15 and 
$100—based on the weight of 
the donations.  The donated 
items are sorted by the com-

pany between clothing that 
can be reused and that which 
will be recycled.  The money 
is used to support several 
projects at the school, includ-
ing Rock ’n’ Read Penpals.

2. Neighbors can also do-
nate by writing a check to 
Forest Knolls Elementary 
School, located at 10830 
Eastwood Ave., Silver 
Spring, MD 20901.  Write 
“Rock ’n’ Read Penpals” or 
“Needy Families Fund” on 
the memo line of the check.  
(These are two different 
projects.

3. If community members 
would like to donate elec-
tronically, direct donations 
can be made to the Forest 
Knolls Parent-Teacher Asso-
ciation at fkespta.org.Ro
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Zoom Teaching
(continued from page 6)

http://www.fkespta.org/
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barbara@ciment.com
 www.ciment.com

 Call Today for My Free Market Analysis: 301-346-9126
Northwood Neighborhood Real-Time Report:  No Log-In Required:    www.ciment.com/northwood

(O) 301-424-0900

Best Wishes for a Healthy, Safe and 
Prosperous New Year!

It was a Relief to Stay Active in Covid-19!
This was a very hard year for all of us what with 
lockdowns and continued social distancing and all 
that goes with it. But, we feel blessed that real estate 
was deemed an essential service in Maryland and it 
allowed us to stay active. Clearly, sellers and buyers 
felt the same way, as the market surged. My Team 
responded with outstanding production.  We were 
and remain, very mindful of the risks we took and of 
the need for safe practices observing Maryland State 
Covid requirements for the conduct of safe real estate 
transactions. Feel free to call and discuss our practices.

Our Professional Contacts Help You, Buy/Sell
Our professional contacts really came through 
for us during Covid-19. Inspections, clean-up 
and renovations were harder to arrange but, our 
colleagues supported the stops and starts of the 
lockdowns and the market sales. We specialize in 
helping you make decisions and getting the right 
experts to solve all your selling, buying and moving 

problems. We will discuss how to prepare your 
home for sale with needed home repairs, possible 
renovations, yard work, and declutter. We share our 
contacts of varied real estate/home-care professionals 
who serve you knowing, we are very mindful how they 
treat our clients and customers. 

Are You Thinking of Selling or Buying?
If so, let me know. I’m happy to answer any questions 
you might have and walk you through the cloud-
based virtual real estate processes that we use to 
enhance our safety and efficiency.
Right now with buyers enjoying historically low 
interest rates on mortgages, they are eager to buy. 
However, there are lots of buyers and very little 
inventory. It is a great time sell!

Need Help Selling Your Home and
Buying Your Next Home?

We Excel at Making Both Sides Happen 
Smoothly!

In the 2020 Pandemic Year,
We Closed 54 Sales of Our Listings and 
Represented 34 Buyers in Closed Sales

The Barbara Ciment Team
of Long and Foster Real Estate

$500 Million in Career Sales
Helped Over 500 Buyers/Renters

Over 1,000 Closed Sales Transactions

301-346-9126

Sales in Northwood/Forest Knolls: Since September 1, 2020

ADDRESS SALE PRICE SELLER
SUBSIDY

CLOSE
DATE STYLE BR BA/

HBA DOM LOT
SQ FT SUBDIVISION

222 University Blvd W $835,000 12/28/2020 Colonial 6 3/1 6 8,879 Northwood Park
302 Dennis Ave $662,000 10/22/2020 Cape Cod 4 3/1 6 7,796 Northwood Park
310 Timberwood Ave $654,000 12/30/2020 Cape Cod 4 3 6 8,115 Northwood Park

10304 Edgewood Ave $624,900 $10,000 11/16/2020 Cape Cod 3 2/1 5 9,100 Northwood Park
10706 Eastwood Ave $580,000 9/22/2020 Cape Cod 3 2/1 6 6,837 Northwood Village

104 Southwood Ave $560,000 9/28/2020 Cape Cod 4 2/1 2 8,859 Northwood Park
507 Kerwin Ct $530,000 9/18/2020 Ranch/Rambler 4 3 9 8,328 Northwood Village

10602 Ordway Dr $506,000 $4,000 12/4/2020 Ranch/Rambler 3 2 23 6,618 Northwood Village
10712 Cavalier Dr $484,900 9/11/2020 Bi-level 3 2/1 7 10,786 Northwood Park
10715 Eastwood Ave $451,000 11/12/2020 Split Level 4 2/1 4 12,547 Northwood Park
10300 Edgewood Ave $450,000 12/11/2020 Cape Cod 4 2 6 11,621 Northwood Park
1001 Dennis Ave $440,000 12/4/2020 Cape Cod 3 1/1 7 6,692 Forest Knolls
201 University Blvd $400,000 11/24/2020 Cape Cod 6 3 23 9,524 Northwood Park

Not all referenced properties are from my agent team or my broker. RETS data provided by BrightMLS is subject to change.

R5
R5

https://www.ciment.com/
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(continued on page 10)

Of a Certain Age?  Don’t Fall Victim to ‘Elder Fraud’
By Jay Santiago
 Recently, an older Ameri-
can who resides in our neigh-
borhood received a phone call 
from someone claiming to 
work for a local utility com-
pany.  The caller stated that, 
since the resident had not 
responded to several letters 
regarding the replacement of 
an outdated “meter,” the com-
pany was calling to follow-up.  
Purportedly, the utility compa-
ny sought to replace the resi-
dent’s outdated meter because 
it was a fire hazard and could 
catch fire at any moment.  In 
order to proceed, however, 
the utility company required 
an upfront payment of $495 
and asked for a debit or credit 
card number to order the parts 
“from their warehouse.”
 Noting the hesitation in 
the resident’s voice, the caller 
volunteered a call back num-
ber and provided a reference 
number.  A family member 
called the number and spoke 
to another representative who 
confirmed the first caller’s 
information.  The unlikely 
scenario of having to front 
the money over the phone 
prompted the family member 
to terminate the call.  She 
then contacted the utility 
company directly who con-
firmed that it was fraud.
 Fraud schemes targeting 
older Americans account for 
more than $3 billion dollars 
in losses annually (https://
www.fbi.gov/scams-and-
safety/common-scams-and-
crimes/elder-fraud).  Seeking 
the most vulnerable, scam-
mers continually prey upon 

our older Americans.  In per-
haps one of the most notable 
enforcement actions against 
these scammers, on 28 Octo-
ber 2020, United States At-
torney Erica H. McDonald for 
the District of Minnesota an-
nounced indictments charg-
ing 60 defendants for a $300 
million nationwide magazine 
subscription scheme targeting 
the elderly.  These defendants 
were located in 14 U.S. States 
and two Canadian Provinces.
 “Unfortunately, we live in 
a world where fraudsters are 
willing to take advantage of 
seniors, who are often trust-
ing and polite,” said U.S. At-
torney McDonald (https://
www.justice.gov/usao-mn/
pr/sixty-defendants-charged-
300-million-nationwide-tele-
marketing-fraud-scheme).
 According to court docu-
ments, victims having one or 
more magazine subscription 
were offered subscription 
renewals at a reduced cost.  
However, instead of renew-
als, victims were tricked into 
“signing up for entirely new 
magazines, which they did not 
want and often could not af-
ford.”  Shamefully, the defen-
dants traded lists of potential 
victims amongst themselves, 
resulting in multiple calls and 
unwanted subscriptions.  One 
Maryland victim paid between 
$400 and $1,000 per month 
on unwanted magazine sub-
scriptions.
 Unfortunately, this is not 
the only type of scam fraud-
sters employ.  Here are other 
common schemes targeting 
older Americans:

  n Government Imper-
sonation Scam.  Imposters 
posing as Social Security 
Administration or Internal 
Revenue Service employees 
or agents contact prospective 
victims by telephone claim-
ing his or her Social Security 
Number has been suspended 
due to suspicious activity or 
that taxes are owed.  Usually 
a threat to arrest or prosecute 
the victims is made unless 
money is sent to the caller.
  n Tech Support Scam.  
Fraudsters claim to be techni-
cians stating that the victim’s 
computer has been compro-
mised or requires a security 
update and they request re-
mote access to the their com-
puter.
  n Romance Scam.  The 
perpetrators use fake profiles 
to develop an online love in-
terest and eventually ask for 
money.
  n Grandparents Scam.  
Fraudsters pose as a grand-
child and claim to be in legal 
trouble or in need of money to 
pay for immediate medical at-
tention.
  n Health Insurance 
Scam.  Scammers telephoni-
cally contact the would-be vic-
tim claiming he or she needs 
a new Medicare card and a 
Social Security Number is re-
quired to issue the new card.
 Despite this growing 
trend, local and Federal au-
thorities are fighting back.  
On 3 March 2020, the Justice 
Department announced “the 
largest coordinated sweep of 
elder fraud cases in history,” 

https://www.fbi.gov/scams-and-safety/common-scams-and-crimes/elder-fraud
https://www.fbi.gov/scams-and-safety/common-scams-and-crimes/elder-fraud
https://www.fbi.gov/scams-and-safety/common-scams-and-crimes/elder-fraud
https://www.fbi.gov/scams-and-safety/common-scams-and-crimes/elder-fraud
https://www.justice.gov/usao-mn/pr/sixty-defendants-charged-300-million-nationwide-telemarketing-fraud-scheme
https://www.justice.gov/usao-mn/pr/sixty-defendants-charged-300-million-nationwide-telemarketing-fraud-scheme
https://www.justice.gov/usao-mn/pr/sixty-defendants-charged-300-million-nationwide-telemarketing-fraud-scheme
https://www.justice.gov/usao-mn/pr/sixty-defendants-charged-300-million-nationwide-telemarketing-fraud-scheme
https://www.justice.gov/usao-mn/pr/sixty-defendants-charged-300-million-nationwide-telemarketing-fraud-scheme
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FLEXIBLE SCHEDULE:
•  WEEKLY
•  BI-WEEKLY
•  TRI-WEEKLY
•  MONTHLY

SPECIAL PROJECTS:
•  ONE-TIME CLEANING
•  MOVE IN
•  MOVE OUT

RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
QUALITY CLEANING

EXCELLENT REFRENCES
MONDAY TO SATURDAY

FITS YOUR SCHEDULE
REASONABLE PRICES

RELIABLE
FREE ESTIMATES

NO MORE STRESS
NO MORE HEADACHES

ANA’S HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES
9709 Belvedere Place  •  Silver Spring

240-353-6751
LICENSED  •  BONDED  •  INSURED

(continued from page 9)

charging over 400 defendants 
engaged in financial fraud 
schemes targeting the elderly 
(https://www.justice.gov/
opa/pr/department-justice-
charges-unprecedented-num-
ber-elder-fraud-defendants-
nationwide-and).
 To avoid falling victim 
to these scams, the Federal 
Trade Commission lists the 
following four signs that the 
call is a scam:
1. Scammers pretend to 
be from an organization you 
know, like the Social Security 
Administration or Internal 
Revenue Service, a utility 
company, or charitable orga-
nization.
2. Scammers say there is a 
problem and money is owed, 

someone in the family had an 
emergency, or there is a virus 
on your computer.
3. Scammers pressure you 
to act immediately.
4. Scammers tell you to pay 
in a specific way.
 To avoid falling victim, the 
FTC recommends you:
1. Block unwanted calls and 
text messages.
2. Do not give personal or fi-
nancial information, especially 
over the phone, in response 
to a request that you did not 
expect.  Remember, a legiti-
mate organization will not call, 
email, or text requesting per-
sonal information or money.
3. Resist the pressure to act 
immediately.
4. Never pay anyone who 
insists you pay with a gift card 
or by using a money transfer 
service and never deposit a 

check or send money to any-
one whose identity has not 
been verified.
5. Before taking any action 
regarding the call, talk to a 
friend or family member and 
research the information pro-
vided by the caller.
 The Justice Department 
also launched the National 
Elder Fraud Hotline that is 
staffed by experts who can 
assist callers by completing a 
complaint form with the FBI’s 
Internet Crime Complaint 
Center (IC3) and also submit 
a consumer complaint to the 
FTC on behalf of the caller.  
The Hotline’s toll-free number 
is 1-833-FRAUD-11 (1-833-
372-8311).
 [Jay Santiago is a pseud-
onym for a former local po-
lice officer now in federal law 
enforcement.] n

F.Y.A.

http://www.anashousekeeping.com/
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/department-justice-charges-unprecedented-number-elder-fraud-defendants-nationwide-and
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/department-justice-charges-unprecedented-number-elder-fraud-defendants-nationwide-and
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/department-justice-charges-unprecedented-number-elder-fraud-defendants-nationwide-and
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/department-justice-charges-unprecedented-number-elder-fraud-defendants-nationwide-and
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/department-justice-charges-unprecedented-number-elder-fraud-defendants-nationwide-and
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County Explicitly Bans #6 Plastic Food Containers
By Frances Spiegel
 Six years ago, Montgom-
ery County enacted a ban on 
expanded polystyrene (Styro-
foam) food containers.  That 
same legislation required all 
food service businesses in 
Montgomery County to use 
compostable or recyclable 
disposable food service ware 
by 1 January 2017.
 However, many local res-
taurants continue to use take-
out containers made out of #6 
plastic, which is not recycla-
ble in Montgomery County.  
To clarify the issue, in Oc-
tober 2020, the County en-
acted additional legislation to 
explicitly ban all polystyrene 
disposable food containers, 
including #6 plastic.  That ex-
plicit ban goes into effect on 1 
January 2022.  Ahead of the 
effective date, the County will 
be undertaking an education 
campaign, including inform-
ing businesses of affordable 
recyclable or compostable al-
ternatives.
 The expansion of the 
polystyrene ban is important 
because #6 plastic is not recy-
clable in Montgomery Coun-
ty.   The County’s curbside 
recycling program accepts 
plastic containers labeled 
with resin numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 

5, and 7.  Items made out of 
#6 plastic (including red Solo 
cups, many drink lids, certain 
food containers, and packag-
ing from toys and electronics) 
must be placed in the trash 
and not in the blue recycling 
bins.
 It is easy to confuse #6 
plastic with recyclable materi-
als, particularly disposable 
food containers, as they often 
appear identical to recyclable 
items.  Therefore, it is impor-
tant to look for the number of 
the plastic, not just the trian-
gular recycling symbol.  Often 
times, different pieces of food 
containers are made from dif-
ferent types of plastic, one of 
which may not be recyclable.  
For example, the bottom of 
a food container may be #1 
plastic and the lid may be #6.
 Recycling “contamina-
tion” (i.e., nonrecyclables 
comingled with recyclables) 
has become an increasing 
problem in Montgomery 
County and negatively af-
fects the cost and efficiency 
of the County’s recycling pro-
gram.  In an effort to reduce 
contamination, this year the 
County will be sending field 
inspectors into neighbor-
hoods to check the contents 
of the blue recycling bins be-
fore collection.  Where they 
find nonrecyclable items in 
a bin, the bin’s contents will 
not be collected that week.  
The inspectors will provide an 
educational flyer explaining 
which items are and are not 
recyclable.  Once the non-
recyclable material has been 
removed, the County will pick 
up the bin’s contents the fol-
lowing week.

Compost Update
 We heard recently from 
County Executive Marc Elrich 
that Montgomery County is 
working toward offering resi-
dential food scrap recycling 
(composting).  However, the 
County is beginning its food 
scrap recycling efforts with 
the commercial sector.  Thus, 
for now, residents interested 
in curbside compost collection 
must rely on private compa-
nies that transport compost 
to a facility in Prince George’s 
County.
 Several Northwood-Four 
Corners residents currently 
use Compost Crew (the Coun-
ty provides a list of private 
compost collectors at https://
www.montgomerycountymd.
gov/SWS/foodwaste/index.
html).  Our Compost Crew 
neighborhood rate is based on 
the number of neighborhood 
residents using the program.  
To get our neighborhood rate, 
use discount code NORTH-
WOODCOMPOSTS (all caps, 
no spaces) when you sign up 
at compostcrew.com.  The 
more people who sign up, the 
cheaper our neighborhood 
rate will be. n

In this sushi container, the 
bottom part of the container 
is recyclable but the clear top 
part is not.  Always check!

These three items look like 
they’re recyclable, but all are 
#6 plastic and not accepted 
by Montgomery County.

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/SWS/foodwaste/index.html
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/SWS/foodwaste/index.html
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/SWS/foodwaste/index.html
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/SWS/foodwaste/index.html
https://compostcrew.com/
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NFCCA Community Cares Network 
Offers a Range of Volunteer Help
By Sharon Canavan
 At the beginning of the 
COVID-19 pandemic back 
in March, NFCCA set up an 
online Community Cares Net-
work on our nfcca.org website 
to help organize efforts by 
neighbors to support one an-
other.  The goal was to make 
it easy for volunteers to con-
nect with neighbors asking for 
assistance.  At the beginning, 
the most frequent requests 
came from at-risk neighbors 
who needed someone to vol-
unteer to pick up groceries or 
medications.  Now, however, 
many of us who must contin-
ue to socially distance rely on 
the curbside pickup and deliv-
ery options that most stores 
and restaurants offer.
 When the working group 
discussed the types of services 
that the Community Cares 
Network should offer, we 
anticipated that prolonged 
sheltering in place could lead 
to social isolation; loneliness 
can affect mental well-being.  
A few of our neighbors have 
requested to be paired with 
volunteers who are making 
emotional-support phone 
calls.  Although the days are 
now getting longer, the winter 
cold will keep many of us in-

side for some time to come, so 
this is a reminder that phone 
calls from a caring neighbor 
are available for the asking.
 The Community Cares 
Network request form also of-
fers an option for assistance 
with pet care or dog walks 
or technical computer issues 
(for example, getting set up 
for Zoom calls or Facetime).  
There is an “Other” category, 
for a neighbor to ask for help 
with other types of simple 
tasks.  Finally, our commu-
nity listserv at nfcca@groups.
io is another resource to hire 
someone in the neighborhood 
who is willing to do more 
time-consuming jobs, such as 
snow shoveling or leaf raking.
 Northwood-Four Corners 
is a caring community.  My 
neighbor drops the newspa-
per on my front porch as part 
of her morning walk.  Across 
the street, another neighbor 
takes the trash cans out for 
an elderly gentleman.  When 
we first set up the Community 
Cares Network, we had more 
volunteers who signed up 
than people asking for help.  
So don’t be shy about asking 
for the help that you need!  Go 
to nfcca.org to fill out the on-
line request form. n

 Maryland is pioneering a 
free Senior Call Check daily 
telephone call service to check 
on the welfare of residents 
over 65 years old.  No other 
States offer this service!  Se-
niors can sign up and pick a 
call time between 8 a.m. and 4 
p.m.  An automated telephone 
call to either a landline or 
cell phone will come in dur-
ing the preselected one-hour 
time block.  If a call goes un-
answered, two more call at-
tempts will be made.
 If the senior does not pick 
up any of these calls, the au-
tomated service will contact a 
designated alternative person, 
such as a family member or 
responsible neighbor, who 
was identified during program 
enrollment. After multiple at-
tempts are made to contact 
both the senior and designat-
ed alternate, a local nonemer-
gency service will be notified. 
If a senior is unable to identify 
a suitable alternate, a Limited 
Alternate will be assigned by 
the program.  Details about 
this program are available at 
https://aging.maryland.gov/
Pages/senior-call-check.aspx.
 The program also offers 
an option to sign up for live 
weekly calls from trained 
volunteers.  This Senior Call 
Check resource is particularly 
helpful now, because it pro-
vides messages and updates 
regarding the COVID-19 out-
break.
 There are three ways to 
apply:
  n The quickest way is to ap-
ply at the online Senior Call 
Check Program Sign Up page 
(https://aging.maryland.
gov/Pages/senior-call-check-

sign-up.aspx).
  n Or you can print out and 
mail in a written application 
(https://aging.maryland.
gov/SiteAssets/Pages/senior-
call-check/Maryland%20
Senior%20Call%20Check%20

Paper%20Application%20(1).
pdf).
  n Or call 866.502.0560 
(toll-free) to request an ap-
plication by mail.  Senior Call 
Check is available Monday to 
Saturday except New Year’s, 
Memorial Day, 4th of July, 
Labor Day, Thanksgiving, and 
Christmas. n

Senior Telephone Call Check

http://www.nfcca.org/ccn.html
https://aging.maryland.gov/Pages/senior-call-check.aspx
https://aging.maryland.gov/Pages/senior-call-check.aspx
https://aging.maryland.gov/Pages/senior-call-check-sign-up.aspx
https://aging.maryland.gov/Pages/senior-call-check-sign-up.aspx
https://aging.maryland.gov/Pages/senior-call-check-sign-up.aspx
https://aging.maryland.gov/SiteAssets/Pages/senior-call-check/Maryland%20Senior%20Call%20Check%20Paper%20Application%20(1).pdf
https://aging.maryland.gov/SiteAssets/Pages/senior-call-check/Maryland%20Senior%20Call%20Check%20Paper%20Application%20(1).pdf
https://aging.maryland.gov/SiteAssets/Pages/senior-call-check/Maryland%20Senior%20Call%20Check%20Paper%20Application%20(1).pdf
https://aging.maryland.gov/SiteAssets/Pages/senior-call-check/Maryland%20Senior%20Call%20Check%20Paper%20Application%20(1).pdf
https://aging.maryland.gov/SiteAssets/Pages/senior-call-check/Maryland%20Senior%20Call%20Check%20Paper%20Application%20(1).pdf
https://aging.maryland.gov/SiteAssets/Pages/senior-call-check/Maryland%20Senior%20Call%20Check%20Paper%20Application%20(1).pdf
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The Charm of Our North Four Corners Neighborhood
By Jacquie Bokow
 Some bright spots in our 
neighborhood during this 
time of pandemic displayed 
the creativity of some of our 
inventive residents.  Here are 
two of them from summer and 
winter of 2020.
 Resourceful preteen Ella 
on Northwood Avenue spent 
days creating a whimsical 
fairy garden in the corner of 
her family’s front yard (shown 
at right).  The fanciful display 
covered numerous levels and 
ingenious tableaus; these few 
photographs do not do its en-
chanted romanticism justice.
 Speaking of otherworldly, 
an inspired Christmas display 
nestled within the branches of 
a tree on Margate Road near 
Snowy Owl Drive (below) not 
only was lit up at night but 
had a running train around 

the snow-covered village.
 These visionaries left 
those of us lucky enough 
to come across their work 
spellbound.  Let’s hope our 
imaginative neighbors treat us 
again in 2021! n
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‘Woodmoor Eats’ on FB Brings Food Trucks to Area
By Linda S. Perlman
 Trying to figure out what 
to make for dinner or brunch?  
Tired of your own cooking?  
Our neighbors in Woodmoor 
may have an answer to your 
dilemma.
 As restaurants in the 
Washington, D.C., area con-
tinue to be hard hit by CO-
VID-19 and have limited or no 
in-restaurant dining options, 
Woodmoor resident Kyley 
Nameckay McGeeney has ar-
ranged for food trucks and 
take-out restaurant orders to 
be delivered to the Woodmoor 
neighborhood.
 The “Woodmoor Eats” 
Facebook group was created 
by McGeeney to publicize and 
keep track of the various food 
trucks, restaurant deliveries, 
cocktail and wine deliveries, 
and other food events sched-
uled for the Woodmoor neigh-
borhood.  Most days, there 
are at least two food trucks 
and/or restaurants delivering 
food—and sometimes wine 
and cocktails—to Woodmoor 
customers who have pre-
ordered online.  The daily and 
weekly food offerings, along 
with menu and Woodmoor-
specific order links, order 
deadlines, and delivery places 
and times are posted on the 
Woodmoor Eats Facebook 
group and other social media.
 There are food vendors 
almost every day.  A typical 
Woodmoor Eats week might 
start with bagels and schmear 
from Call Your Mother for 
breakfast on Monday; Sweet 
Green salad for lunch on 
Tuesday; Little Miner ta-
cos and Your Only Friend 
sandwiches and cocktails on 

Thursday; Rasa Indian fast 
casual and Nick’s Fish House 
seafood for dinner on Fri-
day; Makan (Malaysian) and 
Lucky Danger (Chinese) pop-
up restaurants on Saturday; 
and Astro Donuts and Fried 
Chicken food trucks for Sun-
day brunch.
 Most restaurant deliveries 
and food trucks come to Pine 
Crest Elementary School (201 
Woodmoor Dr., Silver Spring, 
Md.), unless it is Friday, when 
food trucks park at Saint Ber-
nadette Catholic Church and 
School (70 University Blvd. 
E., Silver Spring, Md.).  Or-
ders must be placed before-
hand, but some food trucks 
and restaurants allow walk-up 
customers.  Orders include 
a small fee or requested do-
nation for the Woodmoor-
Pinecrest Citizen’s Association 
or for St. Bernadette’s School.
 Woodmont Eats organizer 
McGeeney selects and coordi-
nates the vendors for Wood-
moor Eats events.  McGeeney, 

who previously blogged about 
her experiences eating at all 
the Michelin-rated restau-
rants in the Washington, D.C., 
area, also sponsors the Wood-
moor Supper Club, a series of 
chef-prepared dinners for up 
to 40 guests—held outdoors 
and socially distanced—at Mc-
Geeney’s home.
 Northwood-Four Corners 
residents are welcome and 
encouraged to take advantage 
of Woodmoor Eats’ food truck 
and restaurant offerings.  If 
there is sufficient interest and 
a local organizer, McGeeney 
said that she would help ar-
range for food vendors to 
come to our neighborhood 
as well as to the Woodmoor 
neighborhood.  If you are in-
terested in helping to organize 
this for our neighborhood, 
contact the NFCCA President 
(see contact details on page 
3).
 [Perlman, current presi-
dent of the NFCCA, lives on 
Caddington Avenue.] n
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Woodmoor residents gather outside a food truck at Pine Crest 
Elementary School to pick up the food they’ve ordered.  This 
could happen in our neighborhood, too, if there is interest.
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I can’t wait 
for the first 

signs of 
Spring!

And I really can’t 
wait for everyone
to join the civic
   association.
  It makes a

   neighborhood
   a community!

Join today or check your membership status at ‘Join Us’ on nfcca.org.  Dues are only $10 per household per year!

Shots at Night
 Park Police sharpshoot-
ers will be culling deer in the 
Northwest Branch Stream 
Valley Park (the northeastern 
border of our neighborhood, 
photo at left) this month and 
next.  Parks and trails will be 
closed February 1 to March 31 
from sunset to sunrise from 
Monday through Friday.
 This annual hunting is 
conducted at night while the 
parks are closed to the public 
anyway.  Deer are removed 
“safely, humanely, and dis-
creetly.”  The meat from all 
deer harvested through Park 
Police Sharpshooting opera-
tions is donated to the Capital 
Area Food Bank for distribu-
tion to the region’s charitable 
organizations throughout the 
surrounding area.  To date, 
the MoCo Parks Depart-
ment has donated more than 
330,000 pounds of venison 
(1,320,000 servings) to those 
in need. nNo
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https://www.tamara4homes.com/

