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Next Meeting on 
Wed., 13th Dec.
 The next meeting of the 
Northwood-Four Corners 
Civic Association will be held 
on Wednesday, 13 December 
2017, at 7:30 p.m. at Forest 
Knolls Elementary School.  
The school is located at 10830 
Eastwood Avenue, just off 
Caddington Avenue (there’s 
no access from other sections 
of Eastwood).
 All residents of the North-
wood-Four Corners-Forest 
Knolls area are invited to at-
tend and express their views.  
Only paid members of the 
NFCCA are eligible to vote.  
(Annual dues are $10 per 
household.) 
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Jim Zepp First Recipient of ‘Good Neighbor’ Award
By Laura Hussey
 At the October 2017 
member meeting, the NFCCA 
presented Jim Zepp with an 
award recognizing his sig-
nificant contributions to the 
neighborhood over the past 
quarter century.  Zepp has a 
passion for civic affairs that is 
well-known and has devoted 
countless hours, days, and 
evenings to advocating for the 
neighborhood on dozens of is-
sues with potential impacts to 
the quality of life in our neigh-
borhood and in the county.  

He has also led and played 
a key role in efforts within 
the neighborhood to create 
a strong sense of community 
and collective sense of respon-
sibility for our neighborhood.
 Among Jim’s many contri-
butions, he organized NFCCA’s 
first participation in National 
Night Out (NNO) and many 
subsequent NNO celebrations 
in the neighborhood.
 Zepp is a past president 
of NFCCA and is currently 
president of the Montgomery 
County Civic Federation, an 
organization of civic associa-
tions (including NFCCA) in 
the county.  In accepting the 
award, Zepp spoke about his 
belief in the importance of a 
strong community to our qual-
ity of life.
 This is the first such award 
NFCCA has given in recent 
memory.  The NFCCA Board 
has been working to recognize 
the contributions, large and 
small, of neighborhood resi-

dents who make our neigh-
borhood a safe, pleasant, and 
welcoming place to live. 
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 Northwood News is pub-
lished by the Northwood-Four 
Corners Civic Association.  
The NFCCA represents the 
~1,485 households in the area 
bounded by Coles ville Rd. 
(Rte. 29), University Blvd. 
(Rte. 193), Caddington Ave., 
and the Northwest Branch.
 Any resident of this area is 
eligible to join the NFCCA.  
Annual dues are $10 per 
household and may be paid 
at any Association meeting or 
mailed to the treasurer.
 The Northwood News is 
published five times a year—
in October, December, Feb-
ruary, April, and June.  To 
place an ad or discuss a story, 
please contact the editor.

Editor
Jacquie Bokow
10603 Cavalier Drive
Silver Spring, MD  20901
301.593.8566
editor@nfcca.org

Visit Our Website
www.nfcca.org

Northwood 
News

President’s Message Communicate 
With Neighbors
NFCCA Listserv
To join:  nfcca-subscribe@
 yahoogroups.com
 [add “un” to unsubscribe]
To send messages to group:
 nfcca@yahoogroups.com

Nextdoor/Northwood-Four Corners
https://nextdoor.com; enter 
your street address; choose 
“Northwood-Four Corners.”

Twitter:  @NFCCAMoCo
Facebook:  www.facebook.com
 /nfccamoco
Park [on FB]:  NFCCAPark 

(continued on page 3)

 At the NFCCA meeting in October, the slate of officers 
and board members was elected for the 2017–18 year.  I 
would like to thank all of the NFCCA board members and 
other volunteers who served our community during the past 
year and, in particular, I’d like to recognize outgoing Presi-
dent David Rotenstein for his outstanding work pushing for 
completion of the road repaving project as well as managing 
other necessary tasks, such as updating the NFCCA bylaws.  
I would like to acknowledge the NFCCA board members for 
their past service and thank them for their willingness to 
continue their active participation on the NFCCA board—
the efforts of Ed Levy, Sondra Katz, Laura Hussey, Kevin 
Harris, Sam Salisbury-Jones, and Linda Perlman have 
contributed to making the NFCCA one of the most effective 
civic associations in Montgomery County. And I want to 
thank Linda Perlman who has stepped up to be the NFCCA 
secretary as I took on the role of President for the upcom-
ing year.  Finally, I’d like to introduce a new board member, 
Andrew Majett, III, who recently moved into the communi-
ty and offered to step up to become more active in our civic 
affairs.
 In addition to the board members, there are a number 
of active volunteers and former board members who keep 
the plates spinning here in the community.  Fiona Mor-
rissey will remain as director of social affairs, providing 
refreshments and raffle breaks during our meetings.  The 
editor of the Northwood News, Jacquie Bokow, will con-
tinue to make our neighborhood newsletter both interesting 
and informative.  At the final community meeting in Octo-
ber, NFCCA recognized the ongoing commitment that Jim 
Zepp has demonstrated to this community over the years by 
presenting the Good Neighbor award to him (see page 1).
 One of the projects that the board and other volunteers 
have taken on is how to improve and manage our social 
media and web-based presence.  By embracing 21st cen-
tury communication technologies, such as Facebook and 
Twitter, we can expand the ways our neighborhood com-
municates.  Of course, this does not replace our newsletter 
or the NFCCA web page (nfcca.org).  Whether you stay con-
nected via the NFCCA list serve or NextDoor, Facebook (on 
Facebook search for nfccamoco), follow developments in 
the park on the Friends of North Four Corners Park Face-
book page (www.facebook.com/NFCCAPark), or post your 
thoughts on Twitter @NFCCAMoCo, these are convenient 
online tools to stay in touch with neighborhood goings-on.
 Finally, although she recently stepped down as mod-
erator of the NFCCA list serve, I want to acknowledge the 
efforts of Sheila Xiah Kragie, who took on the herculean 
task of developing and implementing the NFCCA list serve 
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The Board of Directors for the 
Northwood-Four Corners Civic 
Association serves for one year 
and meets every month except 
July and August.  Current officers 
(until October 2018) are:

President
Sharon Canavan
10213 Edgewood Avenue
301.593.0487
president@nfcca.org

Vice President
Edward Levy
212 Thistle Court
240.988.8200
veep@nfcca.org

Treasurer
Sondra Katz
10905 Lombardy Road
301.593.4542
treasurer@nfcca.org

Secretary
Linda Perlman
1203 Caddington Avenue
301.681.3735
secretary@nfcca.org

At Large
Kevin Harris
10306 Edgewood Avenue
301.593.6924
kevin@nfcca.org

Andrew Majett, III
503 Dennis Avenue
301.580.0107
andrew@nfcca.org

Sam Salisbury-Jones
10702 Glenwild Road
817.774.7103
samantha@nfcca.org

Director of Social Affairs
Fiona Morrissey
10301 Edgewood Avenue
301.593.4026
fiona@nfcca.org

Immediate Past Prez
Laura Hussey
10217 Edgewood Avenue
240.463.1913
ipp@nfcca.org

NFCCA
Board

(continued from page 2)

guidelines.  Priscilla Holber-
ton has agreed to act as an 
interim moderator for the 
NFCCA listserv until someone 
agrees to take on this role.
 I am moving into the 
NFCCA presidency after 
serving this past year on the 
board.  Although I have lived 
in three different houses in 
the neighborhood, I initially 
moved in a week before the 
birth of my daughter 31 years 
ago.  At the beginning, I 
served on the NFCAA board, 
but, when the demands of my 
job and family took more of 
my focus, I had to step away.  
As I approached retirement, I 
knew it was time to get more 
involved again.
 I cannot stress enough 
that your involvement is an 
essential part of what makes 
the Northwood-Four Corners-
Forest Knolls community a 
success.  The residents of this 

neighborhood are active and 
engaged in civic affairs.  From 
behind the scenes efforts at 
NFCCA board meetings, to 
volunteers participating in 
public hearings on BRT and 
the Viva White Oak project, 
to your attendance at NFCCA 
meetings and support, such 
as last year’s letter-writing 
campaign to make sure the 
paving project stayed on 
course—these activities are 
what contributes to the health 
and vibrancy of our commu-
nity.
 So I urge you to attend 
our NFCCA meetings every 
other month (except for the 
summer) to keep abreast of 
events and emerging issues 
that impact our community 
directly as well as broader is-
sues that affect Montgomery 
County.  Meet your neigh-
bors, stay informed, and get 
involved.

—Sharon Canavan

President’s Message

Keep Your Car Keys in the Freezer
By Jacquie Bokow
 No, you didn’t forget to 
lock your car.  Thieves broke 
in anyway, using what a New 
York Times article called 
“a relatively simple and in-
expensive device” called a 
power amplifier.  This de-
vice—which can be purchased 
online (at the time the article 
was written in 2015) for as 
little as $17—amplifies the 
distance the signal from your 
car can search for its key.
 Normally, the signal trav-
els only a few feet, so your car 
unlocks when you touch the 
door handle.  But this device 
extends that signal to the in-

side of your house where your 
car keys are sitting on a coun-
ter or table near the door.
 Some car companies may 
have solved this problem by 
installing a chip that can tell 
how far the key is from the 
car, so the power-amplifier 
trick won’t work.  But, from 
the number of damage-less 
break-ins in our neighbor-
hood, a lot of our vehicles 
don’t have this.
 The expert consulted in 
the article advises that the 
best way to protect your car 
is to put your car keys in the 
freezer, which doesn’t allow a 
signal to get in or out. 
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classifieds

Menara Heating and Air Condi-
tioning • Install, Service, Repair.  
In Neighborhood • 410-818-
3303, menara.hvac@gmail.com

YOUR OWN AD HERE!  You can 
reach all 1,485 neighbors with 
a single Classified Ad in your 
Civic Association’s newsletter.

Karen Boyer Piano Lessons
Celebrating over 30 years of sharing the joy of music!

Karen Boyer has been teaching piano for over thirty years 
throughout the East Coast.  She received her Bachelor’s 
of Music from Boston University with a concentration in 

Piano and Music Education, followed by her Masters Degree 
from the University of Maryland.  She uses a wide variety of 

teaching methods to keep lessons interesting and fun.
Enjoyment in piano playing is one of the main goals!

Lessons offered for all levels!
Lessons are offered for all levels and age groups,

including children, teens, and adults.

301-891-3535
karenbmusic7 at gmail dot com

Located in the Neighborhood, in Forest Knolls

Same day delivery 
local and nationwide!

Visit us online at
hooverfisherflorist.com

Family Owned & 
Operated For Over 

60 Years!

16 University Blvd. E.
Silver Spring, MD 20901

(301) 593-4700

Cat & Small Pet Visits
Private Dog Walks

Vacation Visits
Dog Boarding
…and MORE!!

Silver-Spring.
FetchPetCare.com

Named to 
Washingtonian’s 2011 

Best Pet Care List!

301-850-1274
We’ve Got Your Tail 

Covered, Northwood!!

mailto:karenbmusic7%40verizon.net?subject=
https://www.hooverfisherflorist.com/
http://www.FetchPetCare.com/
mailto:karenbmusic7%40gmail.com?subject=
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GLASS members used to meet in the garden at Mrs. K’s, above.

GLASS Provides a Venue for LGBT in Area to Meet
By Jacquie Bokow
 “GLASS” is an acro-
nym for “Gays and Lesbians 
Around Silver Spring,” but the 
inclusive group also welcomes 
Trans partners.  The support 
group was started by Rich and 
James Peterson of White Oak.  
As of last month, the group 
had 111 couples, 60 female 
and 51 male.
 On the third Thursday 
each month, members of the 
group meet at 5:30 p.m. in a 
private room at Eggspectation 
in Downtown Silver Spring.  
(They use the sidewalk patio 
when it’s warm; latecomers are 
still welcome.)  Most of those 
participating live within three 
miles of the restaurant.  Al-
though most attendees are lo-
cal, GLASS welcomes couples 

who, as their website states, 
“do not live down the street.”
 To become a member 
of this group, send an email 

to Rich and James at rich@
recruitcom.com. Learn more 
about GLASS at their website, 
www.weareglass.org. 

http://www.LA3I.com/
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Take a Hike—Through Our Neighborhood
By Sharon Canavan
 Diane Janesko captured 
this fantastic picture of what 
appears to be a Barred Owl in 
our neighborhood.  With such 
close proximity to the North-
west Branch, our community 
hosts a variety of animals; 
early one morning I even saw 
a fox trotting down Edge-
wood Avenue being chased by 
mockingbirds!
 This summer, my yard 
teemed with goldfinches flock-
ing to pick out coneflower 
seeds and monarch caterpil-
lars munching on milkweed.  
By keeping binoculars handy, 
I’ve spotted red-tailed hawks, 
flickers, nuthatches, towhees, 
and purple finches.  One eve-
ning, a blue heron landed in 
my yard to stalk the goldfish 
in the pond.  And, of course, 
we have deer.
 Better yet, get out of the 
house and off the deck.  The 
nearby trails in Northwest 
Branch Stream Valley Park of-
fer wonderful hiking.  You can 
get away from the traffic noise, 
sirens, and hubbub of Four 
Corners by walking the trails 
along this valley, where you 
can actually find peaceful soli-

tude and quiet with just a short 
hike…and maybe spot some of 
the abundant wildlife that lives 
in this natural setting.
 In our neighborhood, 
there are two right-of-way 
access points to the North-
west Branch trail—one off of 
Loxford Terrace and another 
at the end of Lockridge Drive 
(see top of map on next page).  
The public parking areas at 
the Burnt Mills dam on both 
the west and east side of 
Colesville Road allow conve-
nient access to the beginning 
of the Northwest Branch trail 
heading north as well as the 
Rachel Carson Greenway Trail 
that goes in both directions.
 The Northwest Branch 
trail runs approximately six 
miles from Colesville Road 

to Brookside Gardens.  This 
is mostly a level path that 
follows the streambed.  The 
same is true for the Rachel 
Carson Greenway Trail on 
the other side of the stream, 
which connects with the other 
trail near Wheaton Regional 
Park.
 For a more adventur-
ous hike, the Rachel Carson 
Greenway Trail, which can be 
accessed from the parking lot 
on the east side of Colesville 
Road, goes southeast.  This 
portion of the trail is steeper 
and more rugged as it skirts 
huge boulders along the 
stream and tumbles toward 
the flood plain, changing from 
a natural surface to asphalt 
shortly after going under the 
Capital Beltway.  The hard-
surface trail links into the 
Prince George’s County Ana-
costia Tributary Trail System.
 For many years, volun-
teers from the North Four 
Corners community have 
played a significant role in 
preserving this natural re-
source by participating in 
periodic trail upkeep work-
days and stream cleanup.  
More information about 
these volunteer opportuni-
ties can be found at https://
www.montgomeryparks.
org/parks-and-trails/
rachel-carson-greenway-
northwest-branch-stream-
valley-park-trails.  Whether 
you take advantage of these 
trails as a hiker or take on a 
more active role by volun-
teering to conserve this com-
munity asset, make sure to 
take some time to explore the 
Northwest Branch Stream 
Valley Park. 
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We appreciate your recommendations, referrals and consistent support 
over the years.

– Barbara Ciment
Associate Broker, Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc

Direct: 301-346-9126
     Office: 301-468-0606
#1 Office Producer 25 Years in a Row
$495 Million and 1,000 Career Sales

We Have Helped Over 500 Buyers/Renters!

Why You Should Work with the Barbara Ciment of Team

We Specialize in Silver Spring/Northwood
If you are thinking of selling your home in the 
Northwood/Forest Knolls/Kinsman Farm area, 
we need to talk well in advance of the listing of 
your property for sale or rent, so we can discuss 
staging strategies. We will help you decide on 
what to repair, renovate or simply leave alone 
for your buyer to handle and share with you our 
contacts.

Our Listing Services Are State of the Art
Our homes listed for sale have virtual tours with 
floor plans; full color brochures, tax records, 
disclosure forms, Google Maps, aerial and satellite 
views. This helps to attract buyers searching 
for homes. We also employ graphics artists and 
professional photographers and use social media 
and direct mail marketing among others.

Your Neighborhood Reports on the Web
My real estate reports are now on the 
web. Below is a Personalized URL (PURL) 
that allows you see All the Active Listings 
and Recent Sales in your Neighborhood!
        www.ciment.com/northwood
Sign Up for Our Personalized Alerts
        (Any Area; Subdivision; Street; Zip; ...)

barbara@ciment.com
www.ciment.com

My Career Sales (55+) in
Your Northwood Neighborhood

Call Today for My Free Market Analysis       301-346-9126

http://www.ciment.com/
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(continued on page 10)

Fred Peters, of Southwood Avenue, Turns 100
By M.J. Gallagher
 What are the ingredients 
for an interesting life?  What 
happens in a person when they 
see 100 years of our history 
unfold?  I spoke with Fred Pe-
ters about just these things the 
other day as we sat discussing 
his 100 years on our planet.
 My husband and I have 
lived next door to Fred Peters 
for the past 17 years.  He is a 
charming, gracious, and help-
ful neighbor.  He was a loyal 
and supportive husband to his 
wife Martha, who passed away 
in 2010, and he is an involved 
and well-loved father and 
grandfather.  His two daugh-
ters visit regularly, and he 
often walks their dogs when 
they are out of town.
 Fred is well-liked.  He is 
at most of the neighborhood 
gatherings, and we all enjoy 
his wit, his singing, and one 
terrific poem we often request 
(an ode to an outhouse).  With 
his stories and his barbershop-
style singing, Fred manages 
not only to connect us to the 
good ol’ days, which for him 
began as the fifth of eight chil-
dren on a farm in North Da-
kota, but also to navigate along 
with the rest of us as we figure 

out life in the 21st Century.
 Fred’s grandfather, with 
his family of six, emigrated 
from Germany to Canton, 
Ohio, in 1891.  He and Fred’s 
father each laid claim to a 
quarter section (160 acres of 
land) in central North Dakota 
under the Homestead Act, 
which was signed into law by 
Abraham Lincoln.  They were 
both original “sodbusters,” 
said Fred, “who ‘broke’ the 
thick, rich prairie with a one-
bottom sulky plow, pulled by 
a team of five horses.”  His 
father lived in a sod dugout 
while he built his 14'×20' 
frame house.  After losing 
his left hand in a shotgun ac-
cident, Fred’s father studied 
bookkeeping in St. Louis, mar-
ried, and had four children in 
Minneapolis before moving 
back to his own homestead 
in 1922.  Fred was born on 
November 1, 1917, during a 
one-year family visit to his 
grandfather’s farm.
 Fred left North Dakota 
in 1939 and moved to Wash-
ington, D.C., to work in the 
Census Bureau.  His compen-
sation was $3.45 per diem!  
In 1940, he transferred to the 
War Department and brushed 
up on his German at George 
Washington University.  He 
was called up to serve in the 
Army in March 1943.
 After the war, life in D.C. 
included marrying Martha in 
1948, having three children—
Carla, Randy (who passed 
away in 1982), and Sue—and 
working for the U.S. Govern-
ment until 1973.  He has now 
been retired longer than he 
was employed.
 I asked Fred how he oc-

cupied himself after retiring 
at 56.  He lit up!  Music was 
his gift.  Although the farm in 
North Dakota didn’t even have 
a radio, Fred took to music 
easily, with a keen interest 
and good voice.  He joined a 
church choir upon moving 
to Washington, and he even 
joined a small men’s choir 
in the Army.  In 1955, Fred 
joined a Barbershop Harmony 
group and performed with 
them everywhere.  They sang 
in nursing homes, schools, and 
auditoriums locally, and even 
went to Germany to entertain 
the troops.  Today, Fred sings 
in his church choir and still 
sings with his group, the Sing-
ing Capital Chorus, having 
missed only one of their an-
nual concerts in 63 years.
 Fred remembers many 
notable events in his lifetime—
FDR’s speech upon entering 
World War II, the JFK assassi-
nation, 9/11, and, on the more 
positive side, his marriage and 
the births of his children.  We 
spoke about the local area as 
well, remembering the Stone 
House Inn, Fred and Harry’s 
restaurant, Doc’s drugstore, 
and People’s drug across the 

M
.J.
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Fred at age 100, last month.

At age 28, serving in India.
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Leaf Collection Update and Tips
By Samantha Salisbury-
Jones
 Fall is officially here to 
stay!  This is the time of year 
for chilly weather, pumpkin 
spice, and Thanksgiving.  
Along with all the fun fall 
brings, now is also the time 
to rake our leaves.  Each year, 
the Montgomery County De-
partment of Transportation 
conducts its leaf collection 
program.  Here is how the 
program works:  residents 
rake their leaves into piles on 
the curb (not on the street!), 
and the leaf collection trucks 
go through each county 
zone on designated dates to 
vacuum up the piles.  Our 
neighborhood is situated in 
leaf collection zone 14E, and 
the county posts anticipated 
collection dates online.  You 
will also see collection dates 
posted on bright red fliers 
posted around the neighbor-
hood.  There are two rounds 
of leaf collection; the county 
conducted our first round on 
November 10, and our second 
round will occur after Thanks-
giving.  The specific dates 
for collection can vary due 
to weather, and the county 
provided little notice for this 

year’s first round collection 
date.  If your leaves have al-
ready fallen, now may be good 
time to go ahead and start 
raking. Some important re-
minders about this program:
   Rake leaves to the road 
edge; do not rakes leaves into 
the street.
   Piles of leaves in the street 
block traffic and can disrupt 
drainage systems.
   Do not bag your leaves for 
the vacuum collection.
   If you miss the leaf collec-
tion dates, you can bag your 
leaves in a paper yard trim 
bag or in a trash can labeled 
“Yard Trim” throughout the 
year for weekly yard trim pick 
up.
   Need help raking?  Check 
out the listserv for postings by 
local teenagers and other resi-
dents looking to earn some 
cash.
 The NFCCA will be post-
ing the second round leaf 
collection date on our Twitter 
page (@NFCCAMoCo) once 
the county posts this infor-
mation.  You can read more 
about the leaf collection pro-
gram on the county’s website: 
www.montgomerycountymd.
gov/dot-highway/leaf. 

(continued from page 9)

street (which became CVS), 
the Library in Four Corners, 
and even being in the Kinsman 
farm’s ice house.
 What does all this add up 
to?  While reflecting on these 
and other things with Fred, 
he told me about when his 
father realized he was dying 
and called Fred to his home in 
North Dakota.  His father said 
he was sorry for all the things 
he was not going to see, but 
Fred said he personally is a bit 
worried about the things he 
might see.  He lamented that 
races are divided, that families 
seem to have less time togeth-
er, and that political division is 
rampant.  He also mentioned 
that he misses hand-written 
notes and wonders about the 
value of having so many de-
vices.
 In looking at Fred as an 
example, it appears that to get 
to 100 one ought to eat well, 
take lots of vitamins, exercise 
regularly (he still goes to the 
gym twice a week), try to live 
stress-free, and don’t concern 
yourself with what others are 
doing since you can’t control 
their behavior at any rate.
 I pushed a bit, hungry for 
insight from someone with so 
many years of life experience.  
I directly asked, “If we would 
really listen, what advice 
would you give to those of us 
behind you?”  He smiled, and 
his eyes softened as he said, “I 
don’t give advice ... and, at my 
age, I don’t get any either.”
 Happy Birthday, Dear Fred.
 [Editor’s Note: Fred Peters 
has been a distributor of this 
newsletter on Edgewood Av-
enue for many years.] 

Fred Peters
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By Jacquie Bokow
 Gabriel Hamilton has 
been on the job as Postmas-
ter for Silver Spring only six 
months, but he is determined 
to “change the culture” pre-
vailing at the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice here.
 “They have not been 
treated like people,” he said of 
his workers while addressing 
the NFCCA October member 
meeting.  Hamilton insists on 
proper procedures, including 
lectures about safety every 
single day.
 Hamilton told us about a 
new development called “In-
formed Delivery,” where you 
can go online to the USPS.gov 
website, plug in your address, 
and see a photo of every piece 
of mail that should have been 
delivered to your home that 
day.  This is a free and optional 
notification service, but you 
must sign up to use it.
 One meeting attendee 
asked about a barcode that had 
been placed on her mailbox; 
these also appear on several 
mailboxes in the neighbor-
hood.  Hamilton explained 
that that had been used as a 

way for USPS to track its car-
riers, who were supposed to 
scan that barcode when they 
got to that house. He said they 
should arrive at each house 
the same time each day (he 
worked 15 years delivering 
mail himself, so he’s familiar 
with the process).
 Unfortunately, some postal 
carriers realized they could 
take a photo of the barcode, 
then scan the photo even if 
they weren’t there, abusing 
the system.  (It was, no doubt, 
because of workers like this 
that the system was used in 
the first place.)  USPS now 
uses GPS devices carried by 
each mail carrier that indicates 
where each worker is at any 
particular time; Hamilton can 
also check the entire route they 
took during the day.
 We were all encouraged 
by the Postmaster to contact 
him directly if we have any 
problems or concerns about 
our mail delivery:  Gabriel 
Hamilton, Postmaster, U.S. 
Postal Service, 12010 Plum Or-
chard Drive, Silver Spring, MD 
20904, 202.495.8937, gabriel.
hamilton@usps.gov. 

Postmaster Gives Us the News

Snow Angels 
Program for the 
Coming Winter
 NFCCA’s ‘Snow Angels’ 
program is entering its sec-
ond year.  Begun one year 
ago, this program offers 
those in our neighborhood 
who need it a helping hand 
to clear out walkways and 
driveways after a major snow 
event.
 Removing snow from 
sidewalks and driveways can 
be a challenge for many resi-
dents, especially after large 
storms.  Shoveling snow also 
can be a health risk for many.
 We will match eligible 
seniors and persons with dis-
abilities with a volunteer who 
will assist with snow removal 
from walkways, steps, side-
walks, and driveways.
 Please contact our vol-
unteer Snow Angels coordi-
nator, Evan Horne (Snowy 
Owl Drive), at 301.335.1336 
or via email at snowangel@
nfcca.org if you would like to 
volunteer to shovel or need 
someone to shovel your side-
walk for you.  Volunteers are 
always needed!
 For more information, see 
the NFCCA website at www.
nfcca.org/snowangel.html. 

See NFCCA 
Mtg. Minutes
 You can see minutes from 
past NFCCA meetings on our 
website at www.nfcca.org/
meetings.html, or click the 
“About” button from any page 
to get to the link. 
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(continued on page 13)

The Real Scoop on Pet Poop
By Carole Barth
 We’ve all been there—just 
enjoying life, working in the 
yard or taking a stroll through 
the neighborhood when sud-
denly you’re confronted by a 
pile of pet waste.  It’s more 
than a disgusting mood-killer;  
it’s a public health problem 
and an environmental pol-
lutant.  A single gram of dog 
waste contains 23 million bac-
teria; in fact, dog poop can be 
a reservoir for up to 65 diseas-
es that can be transmitted to 
humans.  Recent research has 
even documented dog waste 
as a reservoir for antibiotic-
resistant bacteria.
 Even if we avoid direct 
contact with it, dog waste left 
on the ground is bad for you, 
bad for your pet, and bad for 
our streams.  Stormwater 
carries the pathogen-loaded 
waste into local streams and 
rivers.  Pet waste also adds to 
the nitrogen and phosphorus 
pollution in streams.  Mont-
gomery County’s stormwater 
(MS4) permit requires bacte-
ria reductions in our water-
shed.
 To help meet the “pol-
lution diets” (or total maxi-
mum daily loads) for these 
watersheds, the Department 
of Environmental Protection 
(DEP) is offering homeowner 
associations pet waste stations 
and a year’s free maintenance.   
Since December 2014, about 
14,077 pounds of waste (more 
than seven tons) has been col-
lected through this program.  
An HOA interested in the pet 
waste program can contact 
Ana Arriaza at 240.777.7778 
or ana.arriaza@montgom 
erycountymd.gov.

 How big is the pet 
poop problem?  According 
to the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, a typical 
dog (~40 lb.)  excretes 274 
pounds of waste per year.  
Estimating from national sta-
tistics, there are 233,630 pet 
dogs in Montgomery County, 
producing 57,940,240 pounds 
of waste a year.  The good 
news is that 60% of dog own-
ers pick up after their pets. 
The bad news is that 40% do 
not, which means 23,176,096 
pounds per year left on the 
ground.
 What can you do?  Ob-
viously, if you have a dog, pick 
up after it and dispose of the 
waste properly.  That means 
placing the bagged waste in 
the trash or flushing it (sans 
bag).  You can also help 
educate your fellow dog own-
ers.  Many people still don’t 
know that dog poop is more 
than just a nuisance.  One 
approach is to download the 
poop fairy sign (shown below) 
from https://www.montgom-
erycountymd.gov/water/
Resources/Files/education/
pet-waste/Poop-Fairy-Lawn-

Sign.pdf.  For persistent 
problems, you can invoke the 
pooper scooper law.  Noncom-
pliance can result in a $100 
fine.  To report a pet owner 
not cleaning up pet waste, no-
tify the Montgomery County 
Police, Animal Services Divi-
sion, via the police non-emer-
gency number, 301.279.8000. 
If the incident is occurring on 
Park property, call Park Police 
at 301.949.8010.
 What can our neigh-
borhood do?  Some com-
munities have invested in pet 
waste stations and/or waste 
removal services.  Civics and 
HOAs can also do a lot to in-
form and engage residents.  
This can actually be fun.  You 
can organize a dog show, cos-
tume contest, or even a pet 
expo with local vendors and 
rescue organizations.
 What’s being done 
elsewhere?  Some British 
communities are raising the 
problem’s visibility by spray-
painting the poop day-glow 
colors or putting little flags 
in it with legends such as 
“flagged up… irresponsible 

Only you can make your 
pet’s waste disappear.

Scoop it. Bag it. Trash it.

Pet waste contains harmful bacteria  
and parasites that make people and 
pets sick. When it is left on the ground, 
it washes down storm drains and  
contaminates our streams and rivers. 
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(continued from page 12) By Fiona Morrissey
 This is what to expect 
from Animal Services of 
Montgomery County if you get 
a dog bite.  Last February, I 
was attacked by a Great White 
Pyrenees that lives down my 
alley, so I know the drill.
 After reporting the bite 
to Animal Services (301.279. 
8000) a police officer will 
then call to the house of the 
dog’ s owners on the same 
day and the animal in ques-
tion will be quarantined for a 
week or so and then tested for 
rabies.  The victim of the dog 
bite is then informed of the 
result by the officer in charge 
of the case, either by tele-
phone or house visit.
 For Animal Services, the 
rabies issue is a crucial con-
cern and rightly so, but the 
welfare of the person who 
is bitten is another matter.  
There is no question of obtain-
ing a muzzle order for the dog 
if this is a first-time offense, 

no matter how traumatic for 
the victim.  To obtain a muzzle 
order (official term is an 
“abatement order”), the dog 
has to attack a second time.
 It can be difficult if you 
are on friendly terms with the 
dog’s owners, but you must 
report a dog bite to the proper 
authorities regardless.  It’s not 
a question of how you feel; it’s 
the civic-minded thing to do.
 Apart from the rabies fac-
tor, reporting a bite forces the 
owners of the dog to take the 
attack more seriously than if it 
went unreported.  They know 
that if their dog bites again, 
the consequences will be more 
severe.  At least I have the 
satisfaction of knowing that, 
if the dog that hurt me injures 
someone else, Animal Services 
will force its owners to muzzle 
him and, as a result, our 
neighborhood, or any public 
space where their unpredict-
able 150 lb. pet is taken, will 
be a safer place. 

If You Are Bitten By a Dog
dog owner woz ’ere.”  British 
waterways decided to high-
light the problem of people 
who bag their dog’s waste only 
to toss the bag into the green-
ery by festooning a tree along 
a popular canal path with 
poop bags.
 Other places are trying 
incentives rather than shock-
ing visuals.  One community 
in Mexico has installed a pet 
waste station that generates 
free WiFi.  The more you put 
in the can, the more minutes 
you get.  New Taipei City in 
Taiwan reportedly halved its 
pet waste problem by giving 
a lottery ticket for every bag 
of poop.  As for disincentives, 
some HOAs and Apartment 
communities use DNA testing 
to identify (and punish) re-
peat offenders.
 [Reprinted with permis-
sion from the November 2017 
issue of the MCCF Civic Fed-
eration News.] 

The Real Scoop

Leash Your Dog for Its Own Safety as Well as Others’
By Jacquie Bokow
 I’m sure your dog is as 
“friendly” as you claim, but the 
leashed dog your pet runs up 
to may have issues of its own.  
A dog that feels threatened by 
another dog may attack and 
you will probably not be close 
enough to intervene.  Same 
goes for the children (and 
adults) your dog is scaring.
 Here are the laws on pets 
in our county (the grassy area 
between the sidewalk and a 
house is not public property):
   At Large.  Any dog is at 
large if it is outside the own-

er’s premises and not leashed.  
Penalty for Violation: $100 
for first offense, $500 for each 
subsequent violation.
   Unwanted Contact.  
The pet owner must prevent 
unwelcome or unsolicited 
threatening physical contact 
or close proximity to a person 
or a domestic animal that oc-
curs outside the owner’s prop-
erty that may cause alarm in a 
reasonable person, such as bit-
ing, chasing, tracking, inhibit-
ing movement, or jumping.  
Penalty for Violation: $500.
   Animal Defecation 

(“pooper scooper” law).  An 
owner must not allow an 
animal to damage or defecate 
on property outside of the 
owner’s property.  Feces may 
be picked up in a plastic bag.  
If this bag is placed inside an-
other plastic bag, it may be put 
out for disposal in your nor-
mal household trash.  Penalty 
for Violation:  $100.
   Animal Trespass.  An 
owner must not allow an ani-
mal to enter private property 
without the property owner’s 
permission.  Penalty for Vio-
lation: $100. 
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tk@tamara4homes.com 
www.tamara4homes.com

(301) 580-5002 cell • (202) 966-1400 office

Ranked Among “America’s Best Real Estate Agents 2017”  by Real Trends and the Wall Street Journal.  
Ranked In Top 12 of Long & Foster’s 14,000 Agents.

The Tamara Kucik Team wishes you all 
the very best this holiday season. 
Thank you for allowing us 
to serve you as Indian 
Spring’s residential real 
estate experts. As the 
year winds down, 
our excitement only 
increases with a 
new beginning at 
TowerHill Realty, a 
boutique brokerage 
empowering our 
continued commitment 
to client service, 
satisfaction and success. 
We look forward to the new 
year and what will surely be an 
exciting Spring market!

The Holidays Are Here! 
...And Spring IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER

http://www.tamara4homes.com/
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This Year’s Season at Our Local Silver Spring Stage
The Best Christmas Pageant Ever
By Barbara Robinson; Direct-
ed by Andrea Spitz
December 8–17, 2017
Adapted from the best-selling 
Young Adult Book, this hi-
larious Christmas classic of 
a couple struggling to put on 
a church Christmas pageant 
faced with casting the Herd-
man kids—probably the most 
inventively awful kids in his-
tory.  Audiences will delight 
in the mayhem and fun when 
the Herdmans collide with the 
Christmas story head on!

Wit
By Margaret Edson; Directed 
By Jeff Mikoni
January 12–February 03, 
2018
Winner of the 1999 Pulitzer 
Prize, ‘Wit’ is a remark-
able play both intellectually 
challenging and emotion-
ally immediate.  A renowned 
professor of English—who 
has spent years studying 
and teaching the brilliant 
and difficult metaphysical 
sonnets of John Donne—has 
been diagnosed with terminal 
ovarian cancer.  She applies 
her aggressively probing and 
intensely rational approach 
of poetry to her illness and 
treatment with a profundity 
and humor that are transfor-
mative both for her and the 
audience.

All in the Timing
By David Ives; Directed by 
Rob Gorman
February 23–March 17, 
2018
This critically acclaimed, 
award-winning evening of 
comedies combines wit, intel-

lect, satire, and just plain fun 
in its portrayal of relation-
ships, language, music, a 
revolutionary, and a Phila-
delphia “Twilight Zone” expe-
rience.

The (Curious Case of the) Watson 
Intelligence
By Madeleine George; Direct-
ed by Charlie Marie McGrath
April 13–May 05, 2018
These four constant com-
panions—Watson, the trusty 
sidekick to Sherlock Holmes; 
Watson, the loyal engineer 
who built Bell’s first tele-
phone; Watson, the unstop-
pable super-computer that 
became reigning Jeopardy! 
champ; and Watson, an ami-
able techno-dweeb who, in 
the present day, is just look-
ing for love—become one in 
this brilliantly witty, time-
jumping, loving tribute (and 
cautionary tale) dedicated 
to the people (and machines) 
upon which we all depend.

A Delicate Balance
By Edward Albee; Directed by 
Fred Zirm
June 1–23, 2018
Winner of the 1966 Pulitzer 
Prize for Drama and a Tony 
Award winner, this power-
ful, beautiful play is filled 
with humor and compassion 
and touched with poetry.  A 
wealthy, middle-aged couple 
has their complacency shat-
tered when longtime friends 
appear at their doorstep 
claiming an encroaching, 
nameless “fear” has forced 
them from their own home.  
Their arrival sets off a fire-
storm of doubt, recrimina-
tion, and—ultimately—solace, 

upsetting the “delicate bal-
ance.”

The House of Blue Leaves
By John Guare; Directed by 
Clare Shaffer
July 13–August 4, 2018
A brilliant play, beautifully 
fashioned, sometimes wacky 
and sometimes sad, combined 
with hilarity, poignancy, out-
rageousness, and tragedy.  A 
songwriter with visions of 
glory toils by day as a zoo-
keeper and, by night, sings at 
piano bars in Queens, New 
York, where he lives with his 
wife.  Meanwhile, downstairs 
lives his mistress.  Chaos 
ensues on one day when the 
Pope makes his first visit to 
the city, his soldier son Ronny 
goes AWOL, an old-school 
chum, now a successful Hol-
lywood producer, shows up 
with his starlet girlfriend in 
tow, and a group of nuns all 
descend on the apartment in 
this enchanting, zany farce.

Silver Spring Stage is located 
in the Woodmoor Shopping 
Center, 10145 Colesville Road.  
Parking is in the rear, but 
you enter through the doors 
in the front, facing Colesville 
Road and nestled amid the 
CVS store.  Now in its 49th 
season, Silver Spring Stage is 
a community theatre with a 
mission to present the best in 
contemporary plays, includ-
ing compelling, intellectual, 
progressive works.  Over the 
years, the Stage has built a 
reputation for taking risks 
while producing shows that 
regularly receive top honors 
and awards.  For details, see 
www.ssstage.org. 
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http://www.teamrandori.com/

