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Next Meeting on 
December 14th
 The next meeting of the 
Northwood-Four Corners 
Civic Association will be held 
on Wednesday, 14 December 
2016, at 7:30 p.m. at Forest 
Knolls Elementary School.  
The school is located at 10830 
Eastwood Avenue, just off 
Caddington Avenue (there’s 
no access from other sections 
of Eastwood).
 Councilmember Tom 
Hucker has been invited to 
discuss the state of our roads 
and other matters (see story 
on page 5).
 All residents of the North-
wood-Four Corners-Forest 
Knolls area are invited to at-
tend and express their views.  
Please note that only paid 
members of the NFCCA are 
eligible to vote.  (Annual dues 
are $10 per household and 
may be paid at the meeting.  If 
you’re not sure you’re a mem-
ber yet, contact our treasurer, 
listed on page 3.) 
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 The year 2016 marked the 
end of a chapter and begin-
ning of a new one for North 
Four Corners Park.  After 
many years of advocacy by 
NFCCA residents and Board 
members, a new park opened 
for use.  The park has new 
playground facilities, a new 
regulation-size soccer field, 
and a revamped unstructured 
play area, all surrounded by 
an asphalt walking path and 
parcours exercise stations.
 Residents seem to be en-
joying the new park, which is 
being well-used by all ages.  
Many aspects of the design and 
amenities included in the new 
park reflect suggestions made 
by NFCCA members during 
the design phase, and those 
who were involved in the long 
and often passionate discus-
sions should take great pride 
in the pleasure residents are 
receiving from the new park.
 The park is an important 
amenity for our neighbor-
hood, but, without proper 
management, it can also be-
come a nuisance to nearby 
residents.  As the park tran-
sitions from a “new” park, 
our neighborhood has a 
significant stake in ensuring 
that the park and facilities are 
maintained in good condi-
tion, that programming of the 

soccer field is well-managed, 
and that the neighborhood is 
involved in decisions made by 
Parks and Planning concern-
ing the park to ensure that 
the park continues to provide 
pleasant recreation oppor-
tunities for all neighborhood 
residents.  To ensure that the 
collective views of the neigh-
borhood are represented as 
NFCCA continues to work 
with Parks and Planning staff, 
incoming NFCCA President 
David Rotenstein has asked 
outgoing President Laura 
Hussey to chair an NFCCA 
Park Committee to serve as a 
point of contact for neighbor-
hood residents as well as for 
Parks and Planning staff re-
sponsible for the park.
 Two other NFCCA Board 
members, Kevin Harris and 
Sharon Canavan, have volun-
teered to serve on the Park 
Committee.  We are looking 
for a couple of other neigh-
bors with an interest in serv-
ing on this committee, to 
represent a diverse group of 
park users and areas of ex-
pertise.  If you are interested, 
please contact Laura Hussey 
(laura_hussey@mindspring.
com or 240-463-1913) or any 
NFCCA Board member.  An 
initial committee meeting will 
be held in January 2017. 

Park Committee Is Now Forming
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 Northwood News is pub-
lished by the Northwood-Four 
Corners Civic Association.  
The NFCCA represents the 
~1,490 households in the area 
bounded by Coles ville Rd. 
(Rte. 29), University Blvd. 
(Rte. 193), Caddington Ave., 
and the Northwest Branch.
 Any resident of this area is 
eligible to join the NFCCA.  
Annual dues are $10 per 
household and may be paid 
at any Association meeting or 
mailed to the treasurer.
 The Northwood News is 
published five times a year—
in October, December, Feb-
ruary, April, and June.  To 
place an ad or discuss a story, 
please contact the editor.

Editor
Jacquie Bokow
10603 Cavalier Drive
Silver Spring, MD  20901
301.593.8566
nfcca@verizon.net

Visit Our Website
www.nfcca.org

Northwood 
News

President’s Message Join NFCCA’s 
Listservs or 
Nextdoor Page
NFCCA General Listserv
Subscribe: nfcca-subscribe@
yahoogroups.com

Northwood Parents Listserv
Subscribe: northwood-
parents-subscribe@yahoo 
groups.com

Nextdoor/Northwood-Four Corners
Go to https://nextdoor.com 
and enter your street address; 
“Northwood-Four Corners” 
will come up. 

(continued on page 3)

 At the last NFCCA meeting, I was elected as president 
for the 2016–17 year.  I would like to thank all of our won-
derful volunteers for their service during the preceding year, 
including outgoing board members Brian Morrissey and 
Carolyn Ibici and immediate past president Laura Hussey.  
And, I’d like to introduce our new board members:  Kevin 
Harris (Edgewood Ave.), Sam Salisbury-Jones (Glenwild 
Road), and Sharon Canavan (Edgewood Ave.).  Sharon has 
generously offered to serve as secretary during her term.  
This means that, for the first time in a while, we will have 
meeting notes that will be available to the membership at 
large.  We also have a newly created position, a director of 
social affairs.  Former board member Fiona Morrissey, who 
provides refreshments and runs the raffles during our meet-
ings, is continuing to serve the neighborhood in that role.
 I am moving into the presidency after a year on the 
board.  I and my wife, Laura Hussey, have lived in the neigh-
borhood for more than 10 years.  I have been involved with 
NFCCA for many of those years as a volunteer writer for 
our terrific newsletter and working at various neighborhood 
events.  History is my day gig and I firmly believe that histo-
ry is more than an engrossing book or dramatic movie.  It’s 
a valuable tool for understanding our present and planning 
for the future.  That is the approach that I hope to bring to 
my term as NFCCA president.
 The Northwood-Four Corners community is the envy of 
neighborhoods throughout Montgomery County.  We have 
very active and engaged residents who participate in all lev-
els of civic affairs, from serving as appointed members of 
county boards to leadership positions in the Montgomery 
County Civic Federation.  We have a long history of influenc-
ing public policy decisions in Rockville and in the Planning 
Department.
 But, we also have a reputation as vocal obstructionists 
and NIMBYs.  Our strong positions over improvements in 
the North Four Corners Park, private development, and 
transportation issues sometimes rub folks who don’t agree 
with our neighbors who speak on our behalf the wrong way.
 I don’t like labels and, for the most part, I don’t think 
the things we’ve been called have been fair.  Yet, reputations 
are both blessings and curses.  During my term I hope to 
improve our relationships with our elected and appointed 
leaders so that we can shed some of the negative perceptions 
attached to our neighborhood.
 One of the first things on my list is making NFCCA more 
transparent.  With our new secretary’s help, we will be post-
ing meeting minutes on the NFCCA website.  We will also 
communicate more with the neighborhood about actions 
taken in NFFCA’s name.  For example, board actions such as 
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The Board of Directors for the 
Northwood-Four Corners Civic 
Association serves for one year 
and meets every month except 
July and August.  Current officers 
(until October 2017) are:

President
David Rotenstein
10217 Edgewood Avenue
404.326.9244
david.rotenstein@earthlink.net

Vice President
Edward Levy
212 Thistle Court
240.988.8200
edlevy316@gmail.com

Treasurer
Sondra Katz
10905 Lombardy Road
301.593.4542
sondrakatz@yahoo.com

Secretary
Sharon Canavan
10213 Edgewood Avenue
301.593.0487
sharon.m.canavan@gmail.com

At Large
Kevin Harris
10306 Edgewood Avenue
301.593.6924
kevin@kevinharris.org

Linda Perlman
1203 Caddington Avenue
301.681.3735
LSPerlman@hotmail.com

Sam Salisbury-Jones
10702 Glenwild Road
817.774.7103
jonesasamantha@yahoo.com

Director of Social Affairs
Fiona Morrissey
10301 Edgewood Avenue
301.593.4026
loveyourhome123@yahoo.com

Immediate Past Prez
Laura Hussey
10217 Edgewood Avenue
240.463.1913
laura_hussey@mindspring.com

NFCCA
Board

2016–2017
NFCCA

Meeting
Calendar

Please mark these dates 
on your calendar for the 
next cycle of meetings of 

the Northwood-Four Cor-
ners Civic Association:

14 December 2016
8 February 2017

12 April 2017
14 June 2017

All dates are firm and will 
be held in the All-Purpose 

Room at Forest Knolls 
Elementary School.

(continued from page 2)

votes to take positions on of-
ficial policies will be reported 
to the entire neighborhood 
via the listserv, newsletter, or 
website.  I hope that the ac-
tions that the NFCCA board 
takes on behalf of the neigh-
borhood accurately reflect the 
wishes of the entire neighbor-
hood and not the small num-
ber of folks who attend our 
meetings.
 And about those meetings:  
Come to them.  Meet your 
neighbors and get involved.  
We meet every other month 
(except for the summer) plus 
we have special events each 
year, like National Night Out, 
where we connect.  I would 
like to expand the opportuni-
ties for community activities.  

We have a wonderful new 
park that brings soccer play-
ers in from around the region.  
I would like to have events 
in our park programmed by 
and specifically for our neigh-
borhood.  Towards that end, 
the NFCCA is creating a new 
North Four Corner Park Com-
mittee.  Want to learn more 
about the new committee?  
Come to a meeting.
 Over the next year, I also 
want to find ways to recog-
nize and thank our neigh-
borhood volunteers and our 
community leaders for their 
service.  The NFCCA succeeds 
because of our volunteers:  
our board; our newsletter 
editor, and the writers and 
delivery people who bring 
it to your doors; the people 
who staff our events; and the 
many neighbors who create 
a network of observers who 
let other neighbors and of-
ficials know about emergen-
cies and unsafe conditions in 
the neighborhood and park.  
One suggestion has been to 
create an annual “Notable 
Neighbor” award.  Another 
has been to give an award to 
the county official we feel has 
best served our community 
over the past year.  What do 
you think?  Come to the next 
meeting and let us know.
 Are you detecting a theme 
yet?  Please come to the next 
NFCCA meeting and intro-
duce yourself if we haven’t 
met.  Get informed and get 
involved.  Let’s do this to-
gether and make Northwood-
Four Corners the friendliest, 
cleanest, safest, and happiest 
neighborhood in Montgom-
ery County. 

President’s Message
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Ranked Among “America’s Best Real Estate Agents 2016”  
by Real Trends and the Wall Street Journal.

Top 12 of Long & Foster’s 14,000 Agents
www.tamara4homes.com • (301)580-5002 cell • (202)966-1400 office

10611 Margate Road
$535,000

117 Snowy Owl Drive 
$560,000

SO
LD

!!

SO
LD

!!

New look, new technology platforms, same great service!

Today’s new homebuyer – Technology-savvy Millenials dominate  
the Silver Spring market. With a technology-driven marketing plan  

and clean home staging, we showcase your home to reach the buyers -  
and they love what they see!

Happy Holidays
Wishing our friends and neighbors  

a very happy holiday season!

THE SPRING MARKET – Selling this spring (or, thinking about it)?  
We’ll help you prepare. Scheduling consultations now -  contact us!

http://www.tamara4homes.com/
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Our Roads
By David Rotenstein
 In September, after years 
of broken promises by Mont-
gomery County leaders, work 
began on rehabilitating our 
rutted, potholed, and disin-
tegrating roads.  Contractors 
began the first stage in a two-
stage repair program designed 
to provide our neighborhood 
with a long-term fix for our 
crumbling roadways, some of 
which date to the 1930s.
 Randy Paugh, Chief of 
Pavement Management for the 
Mont. Co. Dept. of Transporta-
tion, and his project manager 
for our neighborhood, Nick 
Boone, attended the October 
NFCCA meeting.  They ex-
plained the process by which 
the county allocates resources 
to road maintenance and re-
pair and they described the 
conditions of our roads. 

pavement surfaces.
 Paugh explained that, to 
make lasting repairs that will 
hold for the next 20 years, it 
takes several steps.  The first 
step is to use the data collected 
in the surveys that evaluated 
conditions to do what’s called 
“full-depth pavement patch-
ing” over more than 17 lane 
miles of road or 18,000 square 
yards of patching.
 “So what we’re going to do 
is get this road patched from 
the sub-grade up, we’re going 
to do all the way down to the 
ground and bring it all the way 
back up,” Paugh said.  “And 
you’ll have patches.  It will look 
like a patch quilt, like a blan-
ket, and it will be smooth.  But 
then we’ll come back next year 
and we’re going to mill and 
resurface about two inches on 
every street.  That’s a commit-
ment.”
 Patching crews began 
in the northern part of the 
neighborhood and have been 
working their way down to 
University Boulevard in a race 
with the weather.  According to 
Paugh, all of the patching work 
must be completed before 
temperatures drop and aver-
age pavement temperatures go 

below 40 degrees.  Once the 
patching phase is completed, 
Paugh assured residents that 
work on the complete hot mix 
asphalt repairs would begin 
during the spring construction 
season and that it would be 
completed prior to the end of 
FY 2016 or June 30, 2017.
 Project manager Boone 
emailed a progress report on 
the patching before the No-
vember NFCCA board meet-
ing. He wrote that work was 
proceeding on schedule:  “We 
are still expecting our contrac-
tors to be completed with all of 
the Base Repairs by sometime 
within the week of Novem-
ber 28.”  He added, “We are 
still committed on doing the 
Residential Resurfacing HMA 
[hot mix asphalt] Construction 
phase in the Northwood Park 
Subdivision for upcoming con-
struction season (2017).”
 The NFCCA board invited 
Councilmember Tom Hucker 
to our December meeting and 
his staff accepted the invita-
tion.  We plan to ask Hucker 
about the status of the patch-
ing and we are prepared to dis-
cuss any issues you have about 
the work done to date.  Please 
attend the meeting December 
14 for the latest road update 
and to bring your questions for 
Councilmember Hucker. 

 “The PCI [pavement condi-
tion index] for your neighbor-
hood is 38.  So we look at 50 
as being fair to good, so you’re 
in the poor range,” Paugh told 
members October 13.  Our 
roads were evaluated using 
methods that included old-
fashioned visual inspection, 
core sampling, and high-tech 
sensing equipment capable of 
detecting buried and invisible 
structural failures beneath the 

Neighborhood street marked 
for deep patching work.

Roadway core samples taken 
by the MCDOT used to deter-
mine areas with subsurface 
pavement failures.

Randy Paugh spoke at the 
October 2016 NFCCA meeting.
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By Laura Hussey
 With the change in the 
weather, winter storms may 
be just around the corner. 
Now is a good time to make 
sure your family and house-
hold are prepared for extreme 
weather and other emergen-
cies.  Joe Corona, Outreach 
Coordinator for Montgomery 
County’s Office of Emergency 
Management and Homeland 
Security, will attend NFCCA’s 
December meeting to present 
on how individuals in Mont-
gomery County can prepare 
for emergencies. Corona will 
discuss some of the natural 
hazards that Montgomery 
County faces, and the four 
tenets of emergency prepared-
ness:  Getting Informed, Mak-

ing a Plan, Building a Kit, and 
Getting Involved.  Corona 
will also provide resources for 
residents to use in developing 
their own plans, such as Fami-
ly Preparedness Planning doc-
uments, Kids Preparedness 
brochures and activity books, 
and materials for people with 
access and functional needs.
 Regardless of whether you 
are able to attend the Decem-
ber meeting, all residents are 
eligible to register for the Alert 
Montgomery service to receive 
various notifications sent by 
the county.  The free service 
is customizable:  participants 
designate one or more loca-
tions for which they want to 
receive notifications, such as 
home, work, or an aging par-

Preparing for the Upcoming Winter Storm Season

By Linda Perlman
 The NFCCA is seeking a 
volunteer coordinator and 
volunteers for a Snow Angels 
Program to be established in 
our neighborhood.  A Snow 
Angels Program will pair vol-
unteers with elderly or physi-
cally disabled residents to 
assist with snow removal from 
walkways, steps, sidewalks, 
and driveways.  Removing 
snow from sidewalks and 
driveways can be a challenge 
for many residents, especially 
after large storms.  Shoveling 
snow also can be a health risk 
for many.
 NFCCA board mem-
bers often receive calls from 
residents who are physically 
unable to remove the snow 

ent’s home, as well as which 
types of notifications they want 
to receive and the mode(s) of 
communication (email, text, 
cell phone, or land line) for 
receiving the notifications.  
Register for Alert Montgomery 
or update your registration at 
https://alert.montgomery-
countymd.gov/. 

‘Snow Angel’ Volunteers Needed
themselves.  Many times, 
they do not have friends or 
family members available to 
assist them.  To fill this need, 
NFCCA would like to start a 
Snow Angels Program to link 
volunteers willing to shovel 
snow with residents who need 
the service.
 If you are willing to 
coordinate a Snow An-
gels Program for Winter 
2016–2017, or if you 
wish to volunteer to be 
a snow angel, please 
call 301.593.8566, 
send an email to 
nfcca@verizon.net, 
or visit the Snow 
Angels link on our 
website, www.
nfcca.org.   

Cat & Small Pet Visits
Private Dog Walks

Vacation Visits
Dog Boarding
…and MORE!!

Silver-Spring.
FetchPetCare.com

Named to 
Washingtonian’s 2011 

Best Pet Care List!

301-850-1274
We’ve Got Your Tail 

Covered, Northwood!!
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e 
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http://www.FetchPetCare.com/
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Karen Boyer Piano Lessons
Celebrating over 30 years of sharing the joy of music!

Karen Boyer has been teaching piano for over thirty years 
throughout the East Coast.  She received her Bachelor’s 
of Music from Boston University with a concentration in 

Piano and Music Education, followed by her Masters Degree 
from the University of Maryland.  She uses a wide variety of 

teaching methods to keep lessons interesting and fun.
Enjoyment in piano playing is one of the main goals!

Lessons offered for all levels!
Lessons are offered for all levels and age groups,

including children, teens, and adults.

301-891-3535
karenbmusic7@verizon.net

Located in the Neighborhood, in Forest Knolls

•	 No	More	Stress
•	 No	More	Headaches
•	 Your	Complete	Solution	to	a	
Clean	House

•	 Reasonable	Prices
•	 Fits	Your	Schedule
•	 Monday	to	Saturday

FLEXIBLE SCHEDULE 
WEEKLY  •  BI-WEEKLY  •  TRI-WEEKLY

MONTHLY  •  ONE TIME CLEANING
MOVE IN  •  MOVE OUT

Residential Services
Quality Cleaning

Excellent Refrences
Reliable

Free Estimates

ANA’S HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES
9419 Georgia Avenue  •  Silver Spring

301-563-3393
240-353-6751

LICENSED  •  BONDED  • INSURED

mailto:karenbmusic7%40verizon.net?subject=Piano%20Lessons%20%28As%20Seen%20in%20the%20Northwood%20News%29
http://www.anashousekeeping.com/
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History Corner(s)

(continued on page 9)

By Ken Hawkins
       [Continued from October]
 Christianna Perry, the old-
est daughter of a neighboring 
family that had long cultivated 
tobacco along Sligo Creek 
and on the Fenwick patent, 
married Thomas Gittings on 
April 2, 1806.  Children soon 
followed:  first was daughter 
Jemima, named after her 
grandmother who lived with 
the family, followed by Ben-
jamin, another daughter, and 
six more sons. In 1813, Git-
tings was appointed guardian 
to five orphans of the Trun-
dles, the same family his fa-
ther had bought land from 30 
years before.  Two of his sons 
married the Kisner sisters, 
heirs of Josiah Bean, whose 
devises to them included Har-
ding’s Choice and its great 
house, Holly View (which still 
stands today above Kinsman 
Circle).
 Thomas Gittings con-
tinued to operate the family 
tavern, a center of social and 
political activities, and soon 
traced a career in public life 
and politics that threaded 
into his community and the 
fabric of the Early Republic.  
He commanded a Maryland 
militia regiment in the War 
of 1812, where he earned the 
rank of Major.  After the war 
he was appointed a Justice 
of the Peace for Montgomery 
County, witnessing wills and 
recording deeds and notices 
of stray livestock (more com-
mon than fences at the time).  
He served as a land commis-
sioner and county surveyor, 
school trustee, operated a post 

office named after the fam-
ily, and, beginning in 1829, 
held seats in the Maryland 
Assembly where he served 
into the early 1840s.  He sup-
ported bills for a new county 
courthouse and for roads into 
the county from New Market 
and Ellicot City (the latter 
conveniently to be built to the 
Burnt Mills and “then to the 
Cross Roads near the house of 
Thomas Gittings…”).  He was 
a Maryland elector for Henry 
Clay, when Clay ran as a Na-
tional Republican in 1831–32, 
canvassing against his neigh-
bor and brother-in-law, Dr. 
Washington Duvall, who went 
for the winner of that election, 
Democrat Andrew Jackson.
 Gittings eventually joined 
the Whigs, a decision that 
highlights the division of 
that party over slavery (other 
Whigs, including Abraham 
Lincoln, were against slavery).  
As was his father’s, Thomas 
Gittings’ worth and income 
was mainly in land and slaves.  
In April 1809, he paid Na-
thaniel Wilson, whose family 
plantation lay in what is now 
South Four Corners, 600 
pounds for “one negro man 
named Sharper & one negro 
Milly.”  The same day Wilson 
turned over to Gittings slaves 
named George, Sophy, Ben, 
Henry, Elias, and Clair, with 
the authority “to let or sell 
the aforesaid negroes to such 
person or persons as he shall 
think fit or otherwise to dis-
pose of them the said negroes 
as he the said Gittings may 
think most advisable for the 
interest of said Wilson....”

 The Gittings held an aver-
age of 18 people as slaves over 
the first half of the nineteenth 
century, many of them chil-
dren younger than 10 years 
of age.  While some of them 
stayed with the family over 
the years, others could be sold 
or separated from their real 
families instantly.  When the 
family’s oldest son, Benjamin 
E. Gittings, moved to Wash-
ington City about 1829, his 
father made a gift to him of a 
six-year-old slave girl named 
Darkey Ann Snowden, who 
was his house servant there 
for the next thirty years.  In 
his 1847 will, Thomas Gittings 
gave two of his sons their 
choice of any of his slave girls 
under the age of fifteen.
 Within days of his death 
in late 1847, a female slave he 
had owned named Mary Emi-
ly was arrested in Washington 
on a charge of arson.  The U.S. 
attorney agreed to not pros-
ecute the case, provided she 
was sold out of the District.  
The executor of the estate, son 
Jedediah Gittings, agreed.  He 
sought and the Montgomery 
county court decreed that he 
“sell the said Negress Mary 
Emily for the best price that 
can be had for her either at 
public or private sale and that 
he report said sale” to the 
court when completed.
 On Feb. 8, 1848, at the 
sale of Thomas Gittings’ 
possessions after his death, 
just seven of his 24 slaves 
were kept at the old Cross 
Roads farm by the widow 
Christianna Gittings and son 

The Untold History of Gittings’ Cross Roads, Part 2
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(continued from page 8)

(continued on page 10)

History 
Corner(s)

Jedediah.  These included a 
mother, Levina, with child, 
and a woman named Marga-
ret who had nursed Jedediah’s 
children a few years before.  
The others were gifted to the 
sibling heirs or sold that day 
to the highest bidder:

To M.L. Gittings:
 Negro Mary, 475.00
 "  "  child Melinda
To Gassaway Sellman:
 Negro Daniel, 165.00
To Amon Green:
 Negro woman Friday, 50.00
To John W. Brown:
	 Negro	boy	Jeff,	485.00	
 "  "  girl Rachel, 310.00
To Patrick A.C. Gittings:
	 Negro	girl	Mahaley,	585.00
	 "		"		boy	Rubin,	285.00
To Robert Clarke:
 Negro Girl Martha, 570.00
To Thomas Perry:
 Negro girl Anna, 92.00
To John C. McKeldren:
 Negro man George, 690.00
To Nathaniel C. Dickerson:

 Negro woman Fanny & 
child, 370.00

 "  "  girl Jemima, 50.00
 "  "  boy Tom, 50.00

 While the 1848 sale of 
their slaves netted the Gittings 
$6,012.00 (an astonishing 
87% of the personal property 
that sold), the cost to the men, 
women, and children put on 
the block and taken from one 
another cannot be calculated.
 The death of Major Git-
tings and the division of his 
estate dispersed his family 
members though, unlike their 
slaves, they profited from 
the event.  It also left mark-
ers in the area that remain 
today.  His wife and children 
could not agree on the divi-
sion of the land—823 acres 
(over a square mile)—so they 
consented to a decree of the 
Montgomery County Court, 
acting as a court of equity, on 
March 8, 1850.  William Veirs 
Bouic was appointed trustee 
to act on their behalf.  He had 
the property surveyed into 
six lots from about 84 to 127 
acres and proceeded to sell 

them and distribute the earn-
ings to the heirs through the 
court.  The largest lot of 191 
acres, however, was “laid off 
as the Widow’s Dower,” and 
“at the request and by the 
consent of all parties interest-
ed, will not be offered for sale 
during the life of the widow,” 
Christianna Gittings.
 In 1852, Jemima Gittings, 
the widow of Benjamin Git-
tings who had continued to 
reside with her son’s family, 
died at the age of 100.  Jede-
diah Gittings, the executor of 
his father’s estate, moved his 
family and mother to Wash-
ington’s Third ward in the 
mid-1850s, where he became 
an officer with the Metropoli-
tan Police.  Trustee Bouic of-
fered the Widow’s Dower, “at 
the crossing of the Bladens-
burg road and the road from 
Washington city to Colesville,” 
for sale after they left.  The 
coming place name change to 
Four Corners was apparent 
in his description:  “All four 
lots or corners of land lying 
at the crossing of these roads, 
belong to the premises, and 
afford desirable and com-
manding positions for many 
kinds of public business.”
 It is not known if Jemima 
Gittings and her son Thomas 
Gittings were laid to rest in 
Captain Adamson’s burying 
ground on their land before 
their family departed for 
Washington, but it seems 
likely.  The burying ground 
still existed. In 1852, Mrs. 
Emily Beale of Washington 
City purchased the lot con-
taining it (as she did all but 
one of Gittings’ lots), “saving 
and excepting one half acre 
of land, including the Family 

An “Inventory of the personal Estate of Benjamin Gittings, 
late of Montgomery County, deceased,” dated 23 December 
1805,	lists	his	slaves,	including	two	15-year-old	“Negro”	girls	
—named	“Thursday”	and	“Friday”—each	“valued”	at	$180.
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Burying Ground, and a free 
right of way to and from the 
same in the most convenient 
course from the public road.”  
The remaining Gittings lot to 
its west, No. 5, was purchased 
by Dr. Washington Duvall.
 The Gittings family con-
tinued to be touched by and 
profit from slavery after mov-
ing to Washington.  Jedediah 
Gittings was promoted to 
sergeant in 1861 after he and 
another officer arrested Staf-
ford Payne, a slave from Vir-
ginia, under the Fugitive Slave 
Law, and two whites (one of 
them the Sergeant-at-Arms of 
the House of Representatives) 
who tried to stop them.  When 
President Lincoln signed the 
Compensated Emancipation 
Act in April 1862, all slaves in 
the District of Columbia were 
emancipated immediately, in-
cluding the slaves the Gittings 
had brought with them from 
the Cross Roads farm in 1829 
and more recently.  These 
eight slaves had been given 
them by Thomas Gittings, 
purchased from his estate, or 
born into servitude for them.  
None were freed before this 
act, and the Gittings lined up 
with hundreds of other Wash-
ington slave owners and filed 
the detailed applications to be 
compensated for their “loss.”
 No such compensation 
awaited slave-owners outside 
the District of Columbia.  That 
spring of 1862, with the Civil 
War and its promises unfold-
ing around them, other slaves 
in the old neighborhood took 
matters into their own hands 
by simply walking to freedom.  

“A large number of slaves, 
perhaps several hundred, 
have been carried away the 
Government troops from their 
owners in this county,” wrote 
William Veirs Bouic in May.  
He was seeking U.S. payment 
“for a negro boy, ‘Theodore,’ 
who ran away, placed himself 
in a camp of Federal soldiers, 
and was permitted to march 
away with the troops.”  An-
other nearby family, the heirs 
of Thomas N. Wilson, sold 
seven slaves before they could 

do the same.
 Emily Beale was known 
for her business acumen and 
protected her new holdings in 
Montgomery County as well 
as she did Bloomingdale, her 
family estate in Washington.  
She placed the properties into 
two trusts for the use and ben-
efit of—but not sale by—two 
of her children during their 
lives.  The first went to her 
son, George N. Beale, and his 
wife Elizabeth in 1853, who 

History 
Corner(s)

Where was Gitting’s Tavern?  No one knows for sure.  The 
tavern was referenced as a landmark in advertisements for 
property	and	runaways,	but	the	most	specific	location	came	
from	Augustus	Taney	in	1817.		He	sold	lands	next	to	those	of	
“Thomas Gittings, whose Tavern stands on the road lead-
ing from Montgomery Court House to Bladensburg,” with 
distances from the county court house and Washington that 
place	it	in	today’s	Four	Corners.		In	1871,	the	property	where	
the Gittings had resided was mentioned in a deed of Beale’s 
Indian	Spring	Farm—next	to	it	on	the	west—which	fixes	the	
property’s	location	on	what	became	in	1912	the	area’s	first	
subdivision, North Takoma Highlands.  The house that its de-
veloper, Elwood Matthews, lived in on the southwest part of 
the property when he was murdered (ironically, by a grand-
son of Mary Eliza Read) in the late 1930s was a frame house 
said to be over a hundred years old.  Early taverns were often 
located in or near the residence of the keepers, so it is possible 
that the site of this old house was that of Gittings Tavern.  It is 
now the front grounds of the St. Bernadette School on Univer-
sity Boulevard East.
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took up summer residence 
on it, and added the Widow’s 
Dower to it in 1865, on lands 
that would become known as 
Four Corners for the first time 
the following year.  Today his 
property, which he called In-
dian Spring Farm, comprises 
the north half of Woodmoor.  
In 1854, Emily Beale estab-
lished the second trust in the 
name of her older son, the ex-
plorer Gen. Edward F. Beale, 
“(of California, now sojourn-
ing in the City of Washing-
ton),” who was visiting from 
his post as first Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs in that state.  
He retained ownership of 
the land but granted its use 
to his sister Mary Eliza and 
her husband William Read.  
The property was only to be 
granted to the Read’s children 
when they reached the age of 
21 years.
 The land remained in the 
Gittings’ lots for another 50 
years.  Its division among the 

History Corner(s)
seven heirs took place in 1903 
and, although the lots were 
broken into smaller parcels, 
they remained undeveloped 
for several decades more.  
When they were finally sold 
for residential subdivisions in 
the 1930s through the 1950s, 
the shapes and boundaries of 
Northwood Park and its adja-
cent developments retained, 
in many places, the outlines 
and boundaries of the Git-
tings’ property.
 One line that persisted 
was the easement that kept a 
way open to the old burying 
ground of Captain John Ad-
amson and his family.  It was 
recorded in wills, trusts, and 
deeds from the 1770s well into 
the late 1950s.  Today it in-
cludes the short trail that leads 
from University Boulevard 
to the end of Hannes Street.  
Where slaves once walked 
along it to lay their masters to 
rest, their story—the history 
of Gittings’ Cross Roads—can 
now be told again. 

Who Doesn’t Love a Good Block Party?

 For the tenth year, folks 
who live in the 10200 block of 
Sutherland Road threw up a 
few barriers, broke out a grill, 
and threw a little party for 
their neighbors.  The Suther-
land Road block parties fall 
around Halloween and this 
year’s included a costume pa-
rade for kids, adults, and pets.
 Does this look like fun? Of 
course it does.  If you want to 
throw your own block party, 
apply for a road closure per-
mit at least three weeks before 
the event with Mont. County 
Dept. of Transportation.  All 
the information you need, 
along with the application 
form, may be found on the 
Mont. Co. website’s 311 sec-
tion under “Block Party Street 
Closure Request” at http://
www3.montgomerycoun-
tymd.gov/311/Home.aspx. 
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Barbara Ciment Team
Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc

Direct: 301-346-9126

#1 Office Producer 25 Years in a Row & Counting
$450 Million & 1,000 Career Sales

C I M E N T
Your Home Team

95 Closed & Pending Transaction Sides in 2016!   Call Today for My Free Market Analysis

barbara@ciment.com  
www.ciment.com
Office: 301-468-0606

Real-time Nearby Listings for Mobile:    
 ciment.com/gps

Smarter Comparative Market Analysis (CMA):
 www.SmarterCMA.com

My Proprietary Real-Time Real Estate Tools on Ciment.com

Northwood Neighborhood RealTime Report:    www.ciment.com/northwood

Current Market Activity in the Northwood/Forest Knolls & Surrounding Areas

STATUS ADDRESS SALE PRICE SELLER
SUBSIDY STYLE BR BA/

HBA DOM LOT
SQ FT SUBDIVISION

Active 925 Loxford Ter $449,000 Split Foyer 4 2/1 53 13,691 Forest Knolls
Active 1124 Caddington Ave $400,000 Split Level 4 2/1 44 7,484 Forest Knolls
Active 407 Royalton Rd $399,500 Rambler 5 2 89 7,018 Northwood Knolls
Contract 425 Dennis Ave $850,665 Colonial 5 5/1 0 15,352 Northwood Knolls
Contract 423 Dennis Ave $835,000 Colonial 4 4/1 0 10,077 Northwood Knolls
Cntg/NoKO 305 Marvin Rd $525,000 Cape Cod 4 2/1 9 5,769 Northwood Village
Contract 11113 Lombardy Rd $498,000 Rambler 5 3 25 7,599 Northwood Park View
Cntg/NoKO 814 Loxford Ter $474,900 Colonial 4 3/1 54 6,000 Forest Knolls
Cntg/NoKO 211 Thistle Dr $429,000 Split Level 4 3 105 6,500 Northwood Park View
Contract 1000 Loxford Ter $425,000 Traditional 4 2/1 10 7,200 Forest Knolls
Contract 1117 Loxford Ter $420,000 Split Level 4 2/1 132 10,916 Forest Knolls
Cntg/NoKO 10603 Edgewood Ave $399,900 Cape Cod 3 2 156 6,601 Northwood Village
Contract 1012 Chiswell Ln $399,900 Split Level 4 2/1 86 7,500 Forest Knolls
Cntg/NoKO 10616 Edgewood Ave $369,000 Rambler 3 2 174 6,830 Northwood Village
Cntg/NoKO 505 Kerwin Ct $359,900 Cape Cod 4 2 6 6,681 Northwood Village
Contract 10420 Eastwood Ave $335,000 Cape Cod 3 1 109 9,365 Northwood Park
Contract 921 Malta Ln $324,900 Split Level 3 1/1 6 7,200 Forest Knolls
Cntg/KO 308 Ladson Rd $320,000 Rambler 2 2 4 5,181 Northwood Village
Cntg/NoKO 305 Belton Rd $300,000 Rambler 3 2 67 6,300 Northwood Park
Sold 503 Dennis Ave $799,000 $5,000 Farm House 5 4/1 140 7,365 Northwood Knolls
Sold 117 Snowy Owl Dr $560,000 $10,000 Colonial 4 3/1 16 6,269 Northwood Park View
Sold 10611 Margate Rd $535,000 Colonial 4 3/1 40 9,598 Northwood Park View
Sold 301 Dennis Ave $496,000 Rambler 4 2/1 24 9,573 Northwood Park
Sold 311 Dennis Ave $475,000 Colonial 3 1/1 7 6,101 Northwood Village
Sold 10904 Hannes Ct $475,000 $17,208 Split Foyer 5 3 40 6,204 Forest Knolls
Sold 10906 Hannes Ct $430,000 $12,900 Rambler 4 3 35 7,374 Forest Knolls
Sold 10709 Edgewood Ave $425,000 $3,500 Rambler 3 2 14 6,975 Northwood Village
Sold 915 Playford Ln $427,000 Split Level 4 3 29 6,262 Forest Knolls
Sold 10708 Lombardy Rd $435,000 Bilevel 3 2 41 8,139 Northwood Park View
Sold 311 Hannes St $420,000 $6,000 Rambler 4 3 6 7,500 Forest Knolls
Sold 809 Whittington Ter $423,000 Rambler 3 2/1 4 8,578 Forest Knolls
Sold 113 Southwood Ave $380,000 $3,650 Rambler 4 2 127 8,750 Northwood Park
Sold 506 Eisner St $365,000 Split Level 3 2/1 10 8,155 Northwood Village
Sold 10509 Edgewood Ave $365,000 $10,950 Colonial 4 3 36 5,446 Northwood Village

Not all referenced properties are from my agent team or my broker. RETS data provided by MRIS as of November 15, 2016 is subject to change.
For a real-time update go to Northwood Sales Report: www.ciment.com/northwood
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